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King returns 
after talks 
with Fahd 
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Aoun lifts blockade 
of militia-run norts 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned to Am- 
man from Saudi Arabia early 
Wednesday following a brief visit 
during which he performed the 
Umra pilgrimage in Mecca and 
held talks with King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia. 

King Hussein joined worship- 
pers for prayers at Mecca' and he 
visited the Prophet Moha mm ad 
Mosque in Mecca and performed 
prayers along with the Jord anian 
delegation accompanying him on 
the- visit. 

Earlier. King Hussein held a 
meeting with King Fahd and dis- 
cussed pan-Arab and Islamic 
issues and Jordanian-Saudi Ara- 
bian relations. 

Attending the meeting were 
Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker. Royal Court Chief Thou- 

Jordan 
reaffirms 
support 
for PLO 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan A J Qasem 
Wednesday reiterated Jordan's 
full support for the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) in 
its drive to arrive at a peaceful 
and comprehensive settlement to 
the Palestine problem through an 
international peace conference. 

Qasem was talking at a meeting 
here with Mahmoud Abbas, 
member of the PLOY Executive 
Committee, who arrived here 
Tuesday for consultations with 
the Jordanian government. 

Qasem expressed satisfaction 


qan Hindawi, the King’s Political 
Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh and 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore- 
ign Minister Marwan AI Qasem. 
On the Saudi side, the talks were 
attended by Prince Sultan Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, the second deputy 
prime minister and minister of 
defence, and Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Ai Faisal. 

King Hussein and King Fahd 
also held a closed meeting. 

Upon his return here. King 
Hussein was met by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and senior government officials 
and high-ranking Armed Forces 
officers. 

Upon his departure from Saudi 
Arabia, the King sent a cable to 
King Fahd expressing apprecia- 
tion for the hospitality accorded 
to him and the Jordanian delega- 
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His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday bolds talks with King Fahd Ibn Abdnl Aziz of Saadi Arabia 

tioQ, and his congratulations on -ness and the Saudi Arabian peo- discussion they bad together ab- 
*Eid A) Fitr which is due in two pie further progress and out pan-Arab and Islamic affairs 
days. prosperity. and thanked him for his solidarity 

King Hussein wished King King Hussein also voiced his with Jordan and bis keenness on 
Fahd continued health and happi- appreciation to King Fahd for the supporting it. 



France welcomes 
Arafat gesture 


Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Marwan AI Qasem 
Wednesday meets with PLO Executive Committee members 
Mahmoud Abbas and Abdul Razak AI Yahya (Petra photo) 


with a meeting held in Paris 
Tuesday between PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 
Attending the meeting, held in 


Qasem’s office, were Foreign 
Ministry Secretary General 
Mutassera AI Bilbeisi and PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Abdul Razzak AI Yahya. 


Mauritanian refugees accuse 
Senegalese of rape, pillage 


[NOUAKCHOTT (R) — 
Mauritanian, refugees fleeing 
Senegal accused Senegalese 
froops Wednesday of rape, beat- 
ings and theft in the Woody com- 
munal rioting that shook both 
•obun tries. 

They told reporters that sol- 
ders in the neighbouring country 
[had stripped the clothes off their 
backs and stolen all their money 
and valuable goods. 

Many women in a makeshift 
refugee camp in the Senegalese 
capital Dakar were taken back to 
their homes and raped before 
being allowed to join an interna- 
tional airlift out of the country, 
they said. 

The riots last week were 
sparked by a minor .dispute over 
grazing rights. Attacks on Sene- 
galese living in Mauritania, led to 
reprisals against Mauritanians in 
Senegal as decades of simmering 
racial tension came to the sur- 
face. 

’[They took the women away to 
rape so no-one would see. They 
are treating ns veiy badly over 
there whatever they say,” one 
middle-aged Mauritanian man 
called Ould Yahia told Reuters. 


A woman, who asked not be 
named, said she had been made 
ro squat naked while the soldiers 
helped themsieves to what they 
wanted from her home. She said 
she was then raped. 

"They have taken everything. 
The Senegalese are doing very 
bad things, and it has not stopped 
yet,” said one young refugee. He 
said he had left Dakar with only 
his shirt and shorts. 

Mauritanian officials say re- 
ports that as many as 400 Sene- 
galese were killed in Mauritania 
are wildly exaggerated and accuse 
Senegal of doing nothing to end 
rumours. 

"There have beeri deaths, but 
at the most 40-50 and not all of 
those are Senegalese” a govern- 
ment official told Reuters. Black 
Mauritanians, as opposed to the 
lighter-skinned Moors of Arab 
descent, were also victims. 

"The situation here is very 
calm, and very much under 
control because of the extremely 
tough measures decreed by the 
president. Unfortunately, the 
same cannot be said of Senegal,” 
the official said. 

Nouakchott and the main com- 


mercial city of Nouabidou are 
under a night curfew. 

At least 38 Mauritanians were 
killed in Dakar, but officials say 
refugees fleeing by land report 
many more deaths in the country- 
side. 

A Mauritanian doctor, Brahim 
Ould Mohammad, said he 
counted 15 Mauritanian bodies in 
a hospital in the Senegalese city 
of Djourbel Sunday. 

Many of an estimated 300,000 
Mauritanians working in Senegal 
owned small businesses while the 
35,000 Senegalese in Mauritania 
tended to occupy more lowly 
positions in construction or as 
domestics. 

The departure of the Sene- 
galese has hit the capital's eco- 
nomy. But diplomats say the big- 
gest problem is what to do with 
the thousands of Mauritanians, 
many born in Senegal, who are 
now expected to return. 

"They were wealthy over 
there. What can we offer them 
here, there is nothing,” a 
Mauritanian official said. “I.t is a 
tragedy for everyone, (see page 
2 ). 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
Wednesday greeted as a positive 
gesture Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s statement that 
the PLO charter calling for 
Israel's elimination was no longer 
valid. 

Prime Minister Michel Rocard 
said in a statement after the two 
men held talks that Arafat's com- 
ments on French television were 
“a positive clarification that leads 
towards peace.” 

President Francois Mitterrand 
also welcomed Arafat's acknow- 
ledgement that the 1964 charter 
of the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) was "null and void,” 

| saying it partially met his call for 
! the PLO to clarify its position. 

Arafat told French radio his 
meetings in Paris during a two- 
day visit which was to end 
Wednesday night would have an 
important effect on the Middle 
East peace process. 

Israel appeared unimpressed 
by Arafat's statement that the 
charter had been superseded by 
the political programme adopted 
by the PNC in Algiers last 
November, which recognised 
Israel's right to exist alongside a 
future Palestine. 

"We cannot take all his state- 
ments seriously,” said an aide to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir in 
Israel. 

In his meetings and radio inter- 
views, Arafat paid homage to 
France's role as an intermediary, 
saying Mitterrand and Rocard 
had presented Israel's point of 
view during their separate talks 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Arafat aides said one of the 
main purposes of his visit to 
France was to maintain interna- 
tional pressure on Israel to make 
concessions to Palestinian rails 
for a homeland. 

Hardline PLO leaders were cri- 
tical of Arafat’s statement. 

"The (PNC) declaration calls 
for a two-state solution." Arafat 
told a news conference Wednes- 
day, speaking in Arabic. “This 
means the charter is ‘raduc,’" he 
added, using the French word for 
obsolete or null and void that he 
first employed in a televised in- 


terview Tuesday night. 

In a French radio interview 
Wednesday, Arafat had said the 
appropriate English translation 
would be "superseded.” 

Pressed further at (be news 
conference about the different 
possible shadings of meanings of 
"caduc” — ranging from legally 
worthless to just out-of-date — 
Arafat said, “I'm not here to give 
lessons in linguistics and law." He 
referred reporters to their French 
dictionaries. 

Asked what he had to say to 
Israelis still suspicious of his mo- 
tives, Arafat said, “I tell them 
once again, come, let's make 
peace. Why are they afraid of 
peace? Who is afraid of peace?” 

He said objections by other 
Palestinian leaders to his views 
are “the expression of Palestinian 
democracy. Everyone has the 
right to express his opinion.” 

Israeli liberals welcomed the 
Arafat statement as a positive 
step. 

Arafat’s statement Tuesday in 
Paris came up during a debate in 
parliament, and Chaim Ramon, 
parliamentary leader of the 
Labour Party, called for recon- 
sidering Israel's ban on talking to 
the PLO. 

Other Israeli doves said they 
regarded Arafat’s latest state- 
ment as progress but challenged 
him to prove his words. 

"If Arafat will summon the 
PNC it will show that he perso- 
nally is serious about wbat he 
says,” a foreign ministry official 
told Reuters. 

Palestinians in the occupied 
territories said there was no need 
to convene the PNC because the 
council had acceprd U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 242 impli- 
citly recognising Israel and invali- 
dating the charter. 

“I’m personally against the 
PNC convening to abolish any- 
thing,” said philosopher Sari 
Nusseibeh. 

"What (Arafat) said was 
enough. Basically he confirmed 
that we are no longer working for 
the destruction of the state of 
Israel but for a state alongside 
Israel.” 


Pope: World must nurse Namibian independence 


LUSAKA (R) — Pope John 
Paul urged the world Wednes- 
day to protect the fledgling in- 
dependence of Namibia and 
help the country reach authen- 
tic sovereignty. 

In a hard-hitting, compre- 
hensive address to the diploma- 
tic corps in Zambia the Pope 
also repeated his condemna- 
tion of apartheid and called for 
international solidarity to ease 
Africa’s crushing foreign debt. 

^To all those who hear my 
voice I' make an appeal that 

- Natnibia, the latest country in 

Africa . to become folly inde- 
pendent, be fully accepted into 
the family of nations'' the 
Pope said. - . 

. . . He urged that Naitnhia be 

- ‘‘sustained in its independence 
and given .every assistance on 


the road to economic, social 
and political autonomy.” 

Bloody fighting erupted at 
the start of a United Nations 
independence plan for South 
African-ruled Namibia April 1 
but elections are still expected 
in the former German colony 
on Nov. 1. 

The pontiff applauded recent 
signs of progress towards peace 
in sou then Africa, mentioning 
the U.N. peace accords signed 
by South Africa, Angola and 
Cuba in December. These link- 
ed Namibian independence to 
the withdrawal of Cuban forces 
from Angola. 

"It is important that these 
process should be promoted 
and further strengthened 
through the support of the in- 
ternational community,” he 


said. 

He called on all countries in 
southern Africa ro abandon 
what he called selfish policies, 
and repeated that the church 
considered racism and social, 
economic and political discri- 
mination "contrary to Christ- 
ian faith and love." 

Botha ‘warning’ 

South African Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha said he had 
been warned of an impending 
incursion into northern Nami- 
bia later Wednesday by 350 
nationalist guerrillas in de- 
fiance of the fragile U.N.-back- 
ed truce. 

Fighters of the South West 
Africa People's Organisation 
(SWAPO) would cross from 
Angola at three points to mark 


the anniversary Thursday of a 
South African-led attack on 
a SWAPO base in Angola, 
Botha told parliament. 

Scores of SWAPO suppor- 
ters were killed during a South 
African raid on the Cassinga 
guerrilla base in southern 
Angola May 4, 1978. 

Botha said he wanted to 
announce his knowledge of the 
raid before it started so the 
SWAPO leadership knew 
South African security forces 
were ready and prepared. 

“If the information is cor- 
rect, SWAPO must know 
tonight that the Namibian 
police and the South African 
army are waiting for them,” he 
said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of unrest in the war- 


tom north of Namibia, where 
the United Nations is monitor- 
ing a pullout of SWAPO guer- 
rillas back to Angola. 

Botha declined to say how he 
learned of SWAPO's alleged 
plans, but added it was the 
same source which warned him 
of the April 1 infiltration of 
Namibia that derailed the U.N. 
independence operation for the 
territory. 

The plan is now being resur- 
rected following intense di- 
plomatic negotiations between 
South Africa, Cuba and 
Angola. 

There is an uneasy truce in 
the war area, and hopes were 
rising before Botha's statement 
to parliament that the original 
independence timetable could 
still be respected. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non’s military cabinet said 
Wednesday it had temporarily 
suspended a sea blockade of mili- 
tia-run ports that triggered six 
weeks of savage artillery bom- 
bardments in and around Beirut 
in which 290 people died. 

" The blockade has been offi- 
cially suspended for a specific 
period of time to give a chance to 
the Arab foreign ministers to find 
a deep-rooted solution to the 
Lebanese crisis,” said a statement 
by the cabinet of Major-General 
Michel Aoun. 

The statement followed talks 
with two Arab League envoys to 
end the battles that erupted in 
mid-March as Aoun sought to 
extend his power beyond the 
Christian enclave in Lebanon. 

Aoun's government is vying for 
power with a civilian administra- 
tion led by Acting Prime Minister 
■Salim Hoss. 

One of the Arab League en- 
voys said Wednesday the rival 
factions in Lebanon have agreed 
to implement a three-point cease- 
fire plan to end a bloodbath that 
has killed 278 people and wound- 
ed 1.010 in nearly two months. 

“There is no justification for a 
single shot to be fired in Lebanon 
as of now,” the Arab League 
official, Lakhdar Ibrahimi, told 
reporters. 

Police reported some sniper 
fire from west Beirut into the 
eastern sector about an hour after 
Ibrahimi made the announce- 
ment. But one spokesman said: 
"It seems the ceasefire orders 
haven’t been issued yet,” playing 
down the violation. 


Ibrahimi. personal envoy of 
Arab League Secretary-General 
Chadli Klibi, made the declara- 
tion after separate meetings with 
Hoss and Aoun. 

Aoun's array units, estimated 
at 20.000 soldiers, have been bat- 
tling Syrian troops and Lebanese 
militia allies since March S, when 
the latest round in the 14-year-old 
civil war erupted. 

Ibrahimi, an Algerian diplo- 
mat, and Kuwait's ambassador to 
Syria, Abdul Aziz AI Jassem. 
arrived in Beirut earlier Wednes- 
day seeking ways to enforce an 
Arab League-brokered truce that 
was supposed to take hold last 
Friday. 

The ceasefire call had scaled 
down indiscriminate bombard- 
ment of population centres in and 
around Beirut. 

Aoun’s statement issued 
Wednesday did not say when 
Aoun would lift the blockade of 
the illegal ports which provided 
the country's militia with much of 
their income. 

It was a key militia demand for 
an end to the artillery bombard- 
ments. the worst in 14 years of 
civil war which devastated areas 
of the capital of 1.5 million 
people. 

Sources close to Aoun and 
Hoss said there were differences 
over how to implement the Arab 
League resolution. 

They said Aoun insisted a ceas- 
efire and deployment of Arab 
observers precede an end to the 
sea blockade, while his rivals 
demanded the blockade first be 
lifted. 

“All sea and air outlets on 


Lebanese territory will reopen 
and Halat airstrip is part of these 
outlets,” the Aoun statement 
said. 

Beirut's only civilian airport is 
located in west Beirut. The main 
Christian route to the outside 
world has for many years been 
the port of Jounieh which was 
closed by the recent shelling. 

lbrhaimi said shortly before the 
Aoun cabinet issued its state- 
ment: 

“General Aoun has agreed to 
carry out the Arab League deci- 
sion which calls for an end to all 
sea, land and air blockades and 
reopening of all crossing for a 
period of three months.” 

“General Aoun has agreed to a 
ceasefire and to lift all blockade. 
There is no reason anymore for 
anybody to fire a shell.” Ibrahimi 
told reporters after meeting 
Maromte Christian Patriarch 
Nasrallah Burros Sfeir. 

Sources close to Hoss and 
Aoun said the Arab peacemakers 
discussed the deployment of a 
312-man Arab ceasefire observer 
force. Ibrahimi said Algeria. 
Tunisia and Kuwait would contri- 
bute observers. 

He said an Arab summit sche- 
duled within a month would dis- 
cuss Lebanon. 

The league is trying to end a 
constitutional crisis which 
erupted last September when par- 
liament failed to elect a successor 
to outgoing President Amin 
Gemavel. This left Lebanon with- 
out a head of state and with rival 
governments, a deadlocked 
assembly and a divided army. 


Army destroys Palestinian homes 


Palestinian kills two 
Israelis in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian stab- 
bed two Israelis to death and 
wounded three in Jerusalem’s 
main street Wednesday. 

Israeli civilians chased the 
assailant into a flower shop where 
they beat and kicked him until 
police intervened. 

Police fired tear-gas to disperse 
50 Israelis led by anti-Arab rabbi 
Meir Kahane as they marched 
towards the walled Old City vow- 
ing to take "revenge” on Palesti- 
nians. 

Before being led away by 
police, Kahane, a former legisla- 
tor banned from parliament as a 
racist, nodded towards the Old 
City and shouted: 

"Today they (Arabs) are here. 
Tomorrow, the next day, they 
won't be here. We haven't forgot- 
ten. There will be revenge." 

Police did not name the attack- 
er, a man in his 20s from the West 
Bank town of Ramaflab. 

But Police Minister Haim Bar- 
Lev said he was from Islamic 
Jihad, a movement which claimed 
to carry out an October 1986 
attack in Jerusalem that killed 
one Israeli and wounded 69. 

The attack raised Arab-Jewish 
tensions in occupied Jerusalem, 
already high after 17 months of 


Palestinian revolt against Israeli 
occupation that has brought 
almost daily violence to the West 
Bank. Gaza Snip and Arab Jeru- 
salem. 

West Jerusalem, however, has 
been relatively free from the vio- 
lence. and Arabs have walked the 
streets of the Jewish sector with 
few cases of harassment. 

Members of Kahane's Kach 
Party later bear up several 
Palestinians near the neighbour- 
hood of Mea Sherim. Israel army 
radio reported. 

Police said the assailant had 
been questioned about unspeci- 
fied “terrorist activities" in the 
past. Police spokesman Uri San- 
dori said the man spent the night 
before the attack praying at Jeru- 
salem’s A l Aqsa mosque for 
LeiJat AI Kadr. a holiday mark- 
ing the delivery of the Holy 
Koran to the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

Krauss said the attacker 
apparently had no accomplices. 

In the West Bank, troops des- 
troyed five houses of Palestinians 
accused of beating to death 40- 
year-old Mussalam Mahmoud 
Shaheen. an alleged collaborator 
with the Israeli occupation au- 
thorities. 

Shaheen was killed April 20 


after masked youths broke into 
his home in the West Bank village 
of Artas. He was one of more 
than a dozen suspected collabor- 
ators killed in the past month. 

Early Wednesday, troops level- 
led four houses in Artas and one 
in the nearby Dheishe refugee 
camp. 

The army has destroyed more 
than 180 houses in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since the Decem- 
ber 1987 start of the Palestinian 
uprising. 

Also Wednesday, the army 
said a corporal was “repri- 
manded” after he and two other 
soldiers ordered a Palestinian 
teenager to climb on the hood of 
their jeep to serve as a shield 
against stone throwers. The inci- 
dent, which occurred Tuesday in 
the West Bank was filmed by a 
foreign TV crew. 

In the West Bank, a young 
Arab labourer entered a Jewish 
settlement and asked a Jewish 
settler for work and suddenly 
took out a knife, stabbing the 
settler five times, Israel Radio 
said. The injured man was taken 
to a hospital. 

“Army forces reached the area 
and are pursuing the attacker.” 
an army spokesman said. 


Bush refuses to budge over SNF 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush dug in his 
heels Wednesday and reaffirmed 
his opposition to East- West nego- 
tiations on short-range nuclear 
arms, a posture that could deepen 
a rift in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) alliance. 

Bush made this clear to visiting 
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Brundtland “in the 
strongest terms.” White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
in briefing reporters on their 
meeting in Washington. 

“We believe we have to deal 
with conventional weapons first 
and then we’ll address the SNF 
(short-range nuclear forces) 
issue,” Fitzwater said. 

“The president pointed out (to 
Brundtland) in the strongest 
terms that he feels this course is 
the right one,” Fitzwater added. 

West Germany has demanded 
early talks with the Warsaw Pact 
on reducing the number of short- 
range nuclear missiles in Europe 
— a demand which has divided 


NATO. 

The White House official sug- 
gested that the United States is 
not eager to compromise. He said 
a failure to work out a common 
position prior to or at this 
month’s NATO summit would 
not weaken the Western alliance. 

“We'll continue to discuss it, 
but we’re very firm in our posi- 
tion,” he said. 

Brundtland. who has generally 
been supportive of West German 
demands for talks on short-range 
weapons, predicted the alliance 
would reach a compromise before 
its May 29-30 summit in Brussels. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, who opened die rift in 
the alliance by urging NATO to 
accept a Soviet proposal for talks 
on reducing nuclear missiles with 
a range of less than 500 
kilometres, said Tuesday that he 
saw grounds for compromise. 

Brundtland, talking to repor- 
ters after a one-hour meeting 
with Bush, suggested a route to 
compromise was language linking 


progress on conventional arms 
cuts to nuclear talks. 

But Fitzwater said the United 
States was not willing to embrace 
that approach and was ready for a 
“spirited debate” at the NATO 
summit. 

Washington and London say 
SNF talks' might lead to the eli- 
mination of all nuclear missiles 
from Europe and would leave 
the continent vulnerable to the 
Warsaw Pact's overwhelming 
advantage in conventional arms. 

They have also been unsuccess- 
fully pushing Kohl to agree to 
modernise short-range lance mis- 
siles based in West Germany. 

Fitzwater said the administra- 
tion opposed the elimination of 
nuclear weapons from Europe 
because that would “make Soviet 
conventional power the decisive 
arbiter of European security.” 

He also rejected the criticism 
of former Reagan administration 
arms negotiator Paul Nitze that 
Bush's position was a mistake. 







Middle East News 




Afghan rebels 


report progress 
in healing rifts 


NICOSIA (R) — Afghan guerril- 
las based in Iran said Wednesday 
they bad readied a tentative 
agreement with Pakistan-based 
compatriots to form a united in- 
terim government. 

Jan- Ali Zahedi, a spokesman 
for an eight-party rebel coalition 
operating out of Iran, said a 
four-point pact signed in Tehran 
urged the Mujabedeen groups to 
“preserve national unity and con- 
tinue armed struggle until the fall 
of the Kabul regime.'' 

The. Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoted Zahedi as saying 
the agreement was reached with a 
delegation led by Burbanuddin 
Rabbani of the seven-party 
alliance based in Pakistan. The 
accord also stressed the need for 
coordination to form a future 
government in Afghanistan 

The eight Shi'ite groups were 


left out of the interim govern- 
ment set up by the mainly Sunni 
P akistan -based alliance shortly 
after the completion of Soviet 
troop withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan last February. 

Zahedi said during four rounds 
of talks in Tehran his coalition 
had categorically denied allega- 
tions that it bad established con- 
tacts with Af gh an President Na- 
jibullab's government. He did not 
elaborate. 

The coalition says it represents 
a quarter of Afghan people and 
controls the same proportion of 
Afghan territory. 

Zahedi said Rabbani’s delega- 
tion, which has been in Iran for 
two weeks, was not folly autho- 
rised and representatives of the 
Iran-based groups will travel to 
Pakistan for further talks about 
the agreement. 


Baker urged to reject 
Soviet Afghan talks call 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
U.S. National Security Council 
(NSC) panel has advised 
Secretary of State James Bak- 
er to torn down any Soviet call 
for talks on ending the Afghan 
dvfl war when be visits Mos- 
cow next week, the New York 
Times said Wednesday. 

Baker should resist any 
offers for negotiations on 
Afghanistan but should ofTer to 
exhange views and information 
with the Soviets, according to a 
summary of recommendations 
made by the panel last week, 
the newspaper said. 


riflas in their war against the 
Soviet-backed Afghan govern- 
ment, and officials had no im- 
mediate comment on stay. 

The panel, made up of mid- 
dle-level State Department 
aides and other officials, also 


Blast injures 8 


The paper said the policy 
coordinating committee of tin 
National Security Conned had 
concluded the Afghan guerril- 
las needed more time to prove 
themselves on the battlefield 
before the United States 
rhanggd its policy. 

Washington back the gner- 


said that if Moscow agreed that 
Afghan leader Najibullah most 
step down the United States 
.would be willing to discuss a 
peaceful transfer of power. 

Eight Afghan refugees were 
wounded in a bomb blast at a 
hotel in the south-western 
Pakistani town of Quetta, 
police said Tuesday. 

- The explosion, near a bus 
station in the Baluchistan pro- 
vincial capital, also caused ex- 
tensive damage. 

There was no immediate 
chum of responsibility for ex- 
plosion. 


Vanunu appeals 
18 -year sentence 


TEL AVIV (R) — Alleged 
Israeli nuclear spy Mordechai 
Vanunu appealed behind dosed 
doors Wednesday against his 18- 
year prison terra for treason and 
espionage after the high court 
rejected a request by foreign 
lawyers for an open hearing. 

Vanunu, convicted in March 
1988 for telling a British news- 
paper that Israel had produced as 
many as 200 atom bombs, was 
taken to court under heavy police 
guard nearly two hours before the 
proceedings began. 

“The rights of Mordechai 
Vanunu are properly guaranteed 
by the law and we trust his lawyer 
will guard them. The request of 
the (foreign) lawyers... to be pre- 
sent in the hearing was rejected,” 
the three-judge court said in its 
decision. 

Attorneys Nicole Dreyfus of 
Paris and Romeo Ferucd and 
Ezio Menzicme of Rome and Pisa. 
Italy, came to Israel to observe 
Vanunu’s .appeal on behalf of the 
Brussels-based International Fed- 
eration of Democratic Lawyers. 

Vanunu ’s trial was also closed 
to the public. 

“We respect the decision bat 
we regret that we cannot be 
present because we think every 
trial should be open,” Menzione 
told reporters. 

“The closure can be harmful to 
Vanunu’s defence. It's no use to 
keep the whole trial closed. 
There are parts of the trial that 
can be open with no threat to 


security, M he said. 

Vanunu, 35, worked at Israel's 
top-secret nuclear reactor in 
Dimona for nine years before he 
allegedly sold Israel's atomic sec- 
rets to the Sunday Times of 
London. 

Israel has never confirmed or 
denied possessing nuclear arms, 
saying only it would not be the. 
first country to introduce such 
weapons into the Middle East. 

Vanunu disappeared from 
London in September 1986 and 
later turned up in an Israeli pris- 
on. During his trial, Vanunu 
flashed a message on the palm of 
his hand against the window of a 
police van taking him to court 
saying he was abducted in Rome. 

A hero among Westm anti- 
nuclear campaigners, Vanunu has 
received little support in Israel. 
The press, portraying him as un- 
stable, has reported that he en- 
gaged in pro-Palestinian activities 
and converted to Christianity. 

Gidon Sipro, spokesman for the 
Israeli committee for an Open 
Trial for Vanunu, a tiny leftist 
group hosting the foreign 
lawyers, said: “We think that the 
criminal act is producing the 
bomb and not disclosing it to the 
public.” 

Vanunu’s family says he told 
them he acted for ideological 
motives because he feared the 
spread of nuclear weapons but 
that did not want to harm Israel’s 
security. 

The court could have imposed 
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Mauritanians ride a track to Dakar airport to be flown borne 


Mauritanians face uncertain future back borne 


By Jonathan Clayton 
Reuter 


NOUAKCHOTT — As the 
Spanish C-130 militar y trans- 
port plane lumbered into the 
evening sky above Dakar, the 
131 Mauritanians on board re- 
laxed — they were alive and 
going home. 

The passengere on the Her- 
cules plane crabbed “Dumbo 
m" were among more than 

30,000 refugees wno have been 
repatriated in an international 
air shuttle. Planes have been 
flying non-stop in both direc- 
tions between Mauritania and 
Senegal after last week’s vio- 
lence (tilled hundreds of people 
in both countries. 

For the first time in more 
than three days, Mahmoud 
allowed himself a brief smile as 
he took the bread and fresh 
fruit handed oat by Spanish aid 
workers. He was sad, he said, 
to be leaving the Senegalese 
capital where he had worked as 


a trader for seven years. 

Any joy, however, was tem- 
pered by the maimer in which 
he had left Senegal and the 
uncertain future waiting for 
him back home in Mauritania. 

Like most of the refugees 
fleeing the violence, be had to 
leave all his belongings behind. 

“I have to find my wife,” he 
said. “She (eft two days ago. I 
suppose she must be all right.” 

After arriving in the capital 
Nouakchott, the Mauritanian 
refugees are being housed in a 
football stadium until the gov- 
rament decides what to do 
next. At the airport they are 
kept well away from the de- 
parting Senegalese. 

Unconfirmed reports say up 
to 400 Senegalese were killed 
in Mauritania. The violence 
stemmed from a dispute over 
grazing rights which brought 
decades of simmering racial 
tension to the surface between 
Arabic-speaking Moors and 
black Africans. 


Revenge kilting ^ followed in 
Dakar as Senegalese looted 
Mauritanian-owned stores. 
Many Mauritanians working in 
Senegal owned shops and small 
businesses while the Sene- 
galese in Mauritania have 
tended to work in the construc- 
tion industry or as domestics. 

Passions have been further 
inflamed by the refugees’ stor- 
ies of the brutality meted out 
by the authorities in each coun- 
try. Independent witnesses say 
both sides have indiscriinately 
confiscated personal effects. 

A senior Mauritanian gov- 
ernment official accused 
Senegal of not sticking to an 
agreement to allow all refugees 
to leave with their belongings. 
He said Mauritanians had been 
stripped of goods totalling 20 
million French francs ($3.2 mil- 
lion). 

Witnesses at the airport in 
Nouakchott said Senegalese 
had been forced to hand over 
clothes, watches, jeweDery and 


even spectacles. 

‘‘Things are a lot better to- 
day (Tuesday) than they were a 
few days ago. I get the impress- 
ion, the authorities are now 
trying to stop the worst out- 
rages,” a Spanish aid worker 
said. 

Troops fired tear gas Tues- 
day to disperse crowds of 
Mauritanians trying to learn 
the fate of their countrymen 
fleeing riots in Senegal, eyewit- 
nesses said. 

“Order must be maintained 
whatever the price,” said a 
government spokesman, 
adding that reabsorbing about 

300,000 Mauritanians working 
in Senegal would be a major 
problem. 

Hiousands of frightened 
Senegalese waited at Nouak- 
chott airport to be flown home 
in the airlift spearheaded by 
France and Morocco. Clothes 
and personal effects lay in cefl- 
ing-high piles in the departure 
lounge. . 



S. Arabia urges better ties with Iran 


Mordechai Vannnu 


a maximum ‘20-year-term but 
gave him a lighter sentence be- 
cause he aided investigators. He 
could be released in 1998 with 
time off for good behaviour. 

Israel refuses to say how Vanu- 
nu returned but Italy probed the 
possibility that he was drugged 
and shipped home after being 
lured from London to Rome by a 
blonde woman agent of Israel's 
Mossad intelligence service. 

Recent reports have suggested 
that the entire Vanunu affair 
could have been engineered by 
the Israeli government and some 
critics have even questioned 
whether the person identified as 
Vanunu was indeed the former 
nuclear worker at Dimona. 

An Italian magistrate investi- 
gating the alleged kidnap, from 
Rome has suggested that all in- 
dications were that there was no 
way that Mossad agents could 
have spiritied Vanunu out of 
Italy. 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia wants good relations with 
Iran, King Fahd was quoted 
Wednesday as saying by a 
Kuwait-based newspaper. 

“Iran faces us... we cannot 
change the fact of Iran’s geog- 
raphical location nor can it 
change ours,” A1 Seyassah news- 
paper reported the Saudi 
monarch as saying. 

“On our part we do not ask 
anything from Iran except mutual 
respect...” he told the daily in an 
interview in Saudi Arabia. 

Relations between Saudi Ara- 
bia and Iran detriorated sharply 
because of Riyadh’s support for 
Iraq and disputes over Iranian 
pilgrims in Mecca. 


More than 400 people, mainly 
Iranian pilgrims, were killed in 
clashes in Mecca between Iranian 
demonstrators and Saudi security 
forces in 1987. 

The following year Saudi Ara- 
bia asked Iran to reduce from 

150,000 to 45,000 the number of 
pilgrims it would send to Mecca. 

Tehran responded by boycot- 
ting the pilgrimage and after a 
further deterioration between the 
two states Saudi Arabia broke off 
diplomatic links, accusing Iran of 
hostile policies. 

There have been signs this year 
that the two countries were 
however moving towards a rap- 
prochement. 

On Tuesday, Saudi Arabia 


Shot PLO envoy remains in coma 


SIDON (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) representative to Lebanon 
remained in a coma Wednesday 
but was reported in stable condi- 
tion a day after being shot in the 
head by a masked gunman. 

A spokesman at Hammoud 
hospital said Issam Salem, 48,- 
survived a five-hour operation to 
remove a bullet that pierced the 
left side of his forehead in Tues- 
day’s assassination attempt 

“The operation was a success. 
Mr. Salem is in stable condition 
but still in coma. However, we 
won’t know if we can take him off 
the critical list for at least 48. 
hours,” the spokesman said. He . 
declined to be named. 

Salem was the second high- 


ranking official of the PLO to be 
the target of an assassination 
attempt in Sidon within four 
days. 

Police said a lone assailant, 
wearing a plastic mask, fired two 
9- mm pistol shots into Salem’s 
head and shoulder at a gift store 
in this port city's Fakhreddin 
Street. 

The gunman escaped through 
narrow alleyways leading to the 
Palestinian refugee camp of ‘Ain 
A1 Hilweh on Sidon's southern 
flank, according to police. 

The PLO security department 
and the Nasserite militia that 
governs Sidon said they have 
launched a joint bunt for die gun- 
man. But spokesman for the two 
sides said Wednesday no arrests 


were made. 

There were no responsibility 
claims for the attempt against 
Salem or the rocket-propelled 
grenade attack Saturday on the 
bouse of Zeid Wehbi, the PLO 
spokesman in Sidon. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
on an official visit in France, 
called the attack on Salem “a 
message for us to put our hands 
and stop helping our Lebanese 
brothers." 

Palestinian sources in Beirut 
described it as a profession! assas- 
sination attempt by Israeli agents, 
but security sources in Sidon link- 
ed the attack to a power struggle 
within the PLO in the port town. 

Militia leader Mustapha Saad, 
who controls Sidon, also accused 
Israel of responsibility. 
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WHO move on PLO 
said to turn on politics 


WASHINGTON (K) — The 
chief of the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) said Tuesday 
legal arguments seem to go 
against Palestine ' Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) membership 
in the U.N. agency and suggested 
the issue of Palestinian statehood 
should be tested elsewhere. . 

Director General Hiroshi 
Nakajima refused to predict how 
the 166 member statesin. WHO’s 
assembly would vote next week in 
Geneva if, as expected, the ap- 
plication from the PLO is 
pressed. 

But be said he hoped a U.S. 
threat to withhold aid would be 
seen as a warning that the issue of 
PLO membership is “nationally, 
internationally a ■ very serious 
problem and this (WHO) is not 
the place to talk (about) it.” 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
was raising the issue, which tarns 
on whether the PLO can be 
judged a state, “in the most 
■inap p ro p riate time, in the most 
inappropriate place,” he said. 

“This issue is an international 
political issue,” he added.. 

The Japanese physician met 
reporters after talks with acting 
Assistant Secretary of State Shaw 
Smith that apparently did not 
alter Secretary of States James 
Baker's announced threat Mon- 
day fo recommend an end to U.S. 
contributions to WHO or other 
U.N., agencies that admit the 
PLO as a full member. 

The State Department refused 
comment ou the meeting and 
Nakajima said only the officials 
discussed “how to cope with this 
difficult question.” 

A U.S. aid cutoff would dep- 
rive WHO of about $100 million 
this year and force a halt in the 
fourth quarter in most of the 
agency's crucial activities. 

Such action could affect small- 
pox eradication, immunisation 
against childhood diseases and 
programmes for Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, Nakajima said. 

Only states can be WHO mem- 


bers and the United States is ■ 
concerned membership would 
give international recognition to 
the Palestinian state the' PLO 
declared last year. 

The United States says it fears 
giving that state legitimacy would 
imdenmne efforts to revive the 
Middle Eat peace process and 
bring Arabs and Israelis, into 
direct negotiations. 

Nakajima declined to take a , 
position on the question of ^ 
whether the PLO qualifies as a 
state. 

But he said the only legal docu- 
ment defining a state is the 1937 
Montevideo Convention. 

“If you apply the strictest sense 
(to) the Montevideo Convention 
the PLO may not be satisfiable to 
the conditions,” which are peo- 
ple, government and territory, fie 
said. 


Also, be said, while the United 
Nations last year changed the ; 
denomination of the PLO - to : 
Palestine, the U.N. interpreta- -j 
tkm remains that “Palestine is not a : 
state.” 


Asked if WHO could give® 


membership to an entity that did 
not meet the criteria of a state, ] 
Nakajima replied: “That is a very 
difficult issue which most compe- 
tent legal counsel of the U.N. 
cannot clearly say.” 

He said that Monday the Arab 
League and, in particular. 


Bahrain, had formally proposed 
PLO membership in WHO. 


PLO membership in WHO. 

He read a letter from 12 Euro- 
pean members of WHO noting 
that no member of the European 
Community (EC) recognised 
PLO/Palestine as a state. 

Nakajima hinted that com- 
promise before a vote was unlike- 
ly. He said he has been trying 
without success to get the PLO to 
delay its application and now the 
matter was for WHO member 
states to decide. 

WHO members can ask the 
director general to study the mat- 
ter further or accept or reject the 
application. 


Mahfouz receives 
Rushdie-style threat 


again urged Muslim states to re-l 
spect their quotas. 

“It is necessary for aH Muslim 
states, including Iran, to abide by 
the special arrangements and spe- 
cify the number of pilgrims,” the 
Saudi Press Agency quoted Haj 
Minister Abdul Wahhab Abdul 
Wasie as saying. 

Iran’s official IRNA news 
agency said Sunday the cabinet 
met to study a report on “the 
continued problems created by 
Saudi Arabia" over the issue. 
Tehran has not said whether it 
will attend this year’s Haj. 

Abdul Wahhab said all states- 
must abide by their quotas until 
projects to increase the capacity 
of the holy sites were completed. 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Nobel 
.Laureate Naguib Mahfouz .said 
Wednesday Muslim extremists 
had vowed to kill him for blas- 
phemy in a similar threat to that 
against Salman Rushdie. 

"Police have offered me pro- 
tection after Muslim extremists 
announced their invention to kill 
me,” Mahfouz told Reuters. ‘1 
refused because police protection 
could disturb my life and disrupt 
my day-to-day habits.’ 

Mahfouz, 77, who became the 
first Arab to win the Nobel Prize 
for Literature last year, sharply 
criticised Iranian leader Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini when he 
urged Muslims in February to kfll 
Rushdie for blasphemy. 

Security sources said a similar 
order against Mahfouz had been 
issued by Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman, a blind theologian who 
some Egyptian Muslim radicals in 
the outlawed Islamic Jihad group 
regard as their mentor. 

They said Abdul Rahman, now 
in jail, issued his ruling in March 
on the grounds that Mahfouz's 
writings contained blasphemy. ~ 
Abdul- Rahman was arrested 
April 7 after a clash between 
fundamentalists and police in the 
oasis town of Fayoum. 

Grand Mufti Sheikh Sayed 
Tantawi, Egypt’s highest reli- 
gious authority, was quoted 



Wednesday as saying the threat 
against Mahfouz could nto have 
been issued by “a mentally sound 
person.” 

“I am against- this... no person- 
can decide to kill a Muslim with- . 
out legitimate causes such as bet- 
raying his religion, 3 ’ Tantawi was 
quoted by the weekly newspaper 
Al Ahali as saying. 

- -Mahfouz’s own. book “The 


Children of Gebalawi” has been 
banned in Egypt since 1959 on 
the grounds of blasphemy. - 
• The Egyptian author has criti- 
cised Rushdie’s book “Satanic 
Verses” as an un thinking diatribe 
against Islam but said Khomeini 
was wrong to have ordered the 
Indian- born Briton's death. 

“No book can shake a reli- 
gion,'' Mahfouz said. 

Mahfouz’s wife, AttyatuUah, 
said her husband continued to go 
to wort every day at Egypt’s 
semi-official A] Ahram newspap- 
er, maintaining his normal 
routine. 

“We are keeping an eye on 
Mahfouz without annoying him.” 
one security official said.; . 

Supporters of Islamic Jihad be- 
longed to the group responsible 
for the kflling of President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981. -- 

Interior Minister Zab Sadr, 
has ordered a crackdown-on Mus- 
lim zealots and arrested more 
than 1.500 over the past month - 
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RJ transforms QAIA mall 
into investment enterprise 


TVfosa Sandi’s Fecundity — green Tnrtdsti marble 

Al Wasiti hosts 
12 artists for May 
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.-V . By Nelly Lama 
' Special to the Jordan Times 

" AMMAN — A versatile art ex- 
hibition is being held at AI Wasi- 
ti Gallery in the Plaza Hotel. 

' The exhibition started Tuesday, - 
May 3. 

• ■■ The exhibition bouses works 
in various styles done by twelve 
Airab artists from all over the 
world. The calfibre of many of 

- these artists is pronouncedly 
high. 

Moroccan artist Haehlmi Azza 
'opens the scene with his Mezzo- 
tint prints; solemn simplicity! 
•jFrve mature works, compactions 
or Compilations of items are con- 
veyed with utmost realism. 
These works are valuable be- 
, cause of the professional quality 

I of their rendering. 

I I Next comes the abstract work 
‘ of Palestinian artist Vladimir 

Taman where volumes interact 
' in gentle motion. Brushstrokes 
and water colour techniques (the 
interaction of paint with the pap- 
er) plays a very important role in 
his works. Different textural 
effects, . different, colour com- 
binations, some based on a 
.warm scheme of Bois-de-rpse or 
a . cooler scheme of the bine/ 

; wifo gojd Jeaf super- 

impositions. This usfc of waterco- < 
lournechniqueE is the consequ- 
ence. of thesapient and practised 
. hancT of the artist. Only one 
work bears a touch of realism, 
with a centralised “tuneless" hu- 
man .figure wearing a halo. 

PaJestinp-Lebanese artist (of 
American origin) Paul Gafragas- 
sian offers four works, one ’h 
a semi-reahstk seated mandolin 
player. Made with very few 
brushstrokes, it shows, explieit- 
fyythe perspective in which the 
volumes flow. Some fine texture 
appears on the textile; it adds an 
' oriental touch but does not de- 
tract from the purity of the 
work. - 

Two otter watercolours have 
his typical vertical figures mar- 
. ching forward, rendered in con- 
! trasting deep greens and ma- 

• noons, intermittently interrupted 
-.by lighter dots of these oomple- 
: ments. The “hit-and-miss” im- 
pression of the dry brushstrokes' 

• contrasts with the wet rendering 
of some parts. . 

• Ufa largest work is full of 
vitality, coveted with a disper- 
sion of colours, rhythms and the 
. .use of mixed-media (gouache 

• and wax crayons). 

Samir Sayegb from Lebanon is 
a poet who has quit poetry for a 
: more visual yet abstract inter- 
play of words. His work is a 
compilation, a repetitious use of 
. the same word, creating recur- 
ring black , and white rhythms 
leaving a jagged white margin in 
the centre, or. .fanning a word- 
frame around a square area' of 
■ c^Qigjraphy. 

■ Ahmad 'Nawash, Jordan, 
appears next, with his pastel- 
coloured paintings, his ample 
rendering of figures and bis fyric- 

• .al, ff not psychological approach 
to the subject matter. Stylised 
figures overlap and interpene- 
trate, often losing their personal 
identity. . 

. . . T'Jew York based Sudani artist 
Mohammad KhaCfl offers tex- 
tured prints incorporating 
photography and printing tech- 
niques that enable him to print 
out (Efferent textile motifs. 

A small? work (others are 
gigantic) has a centralised com- 
position-in die form of a bloom, 
mtiuding & portrait and decora- 
tive patterns made with the 
different textual imprints. 

. 'Salaam' Kantian reappears 
with his xpstic. landscapes that 
remind us of Jordan, in the past. 

A rhythmic repetition. -of wind- 
ows and the use of earth colours 
typify bis. works. In his portrayal 
ora ppTtjjjro.be makes an attempt 
at perspective. 

• Gfaada lJahdafe exhibits ab- 
stract works in mixed; media . 
(waiercokrais, wax crayems and 
^pray pautt^^aeating different 
depfosand subtle rhythms some- 
times interrupted by, lend black 


diagonals that make a strong 
statement in an otherwise silent, 
gentle work. 

Mona Saudi, the director of 
the gallery, presents, for the first 
time here, three sculptures. 
“The Kiss" is carved in “rose 
aurore" marble. It is a vertical 
concretion with interesting cur- 
vitinearity that bends into sheer 
sensuality. 

Another sculpture, made out 
of green Turkish marble, is cal- 
lea “Fecundity.” It has inter- 
penetrating forms reminiscent of 
the Chinese Yin Yang symbol 
with positive/negative, male/ 
female, light/dark connotations. 
Seen from the side, it shows 
gradating embracing curves all 
held in check by a square form 
behind, behaving as a locking 
device that holds the flow of ' the 
curvilinear shapes in balance. 

The third sculpture called 
“Womb” is made of Carrara 
marble and is more figurative 
than the other two. A stylised 
human figure has the symbolic 
concavities pertaining to the sub- 
ject and, surprisingly enough, 
some angular projections. Tex- 
ture, in all these sculptures, is 
always smooth. 

Nawal Abdullah figures next 
with, her gouache geometric ab- 
,J, 4fraction$. Their format is full, 
to" foe limit, with interpenetrat- 
ing strips of intense colour, often 
interspersed with black; either as 
a background or delineating the 
strips, but always enhancing the 
“musical” movement that goes 
horizontal, vertical and di- 
agonal. 

Tie painting “Music" has a 
more subtle movement, with 
tinted lines outline foe thick but 
fluid horizontal strips enhancing 
thi ir flow. Gentle triangles are 
sprinkled on top creating an 
intermittent flurry. Two very 
dynamic paintings of Nawal 
manifest great power, they bear 
witness to the flashing virtuosity 
and maturity of the artist. She 
gives foil reign to her forms. 
Solid masses pull in and out with 
strong tension while thick areas 
of black sustain them from be- 
low. Seeing these works of ab- 
stract expressionism, one gets 
the feeling that he is a gallery in 
New York. Leo Castclli and the 
like. 

Egyptian artist AdB Rizkallah 
presents a couple of abstract 
paintings called “Crystallisa- 
tions." The futuristic approach, 
or repetitious reiteration of 
shapes, and the progression otf 
colours from light pink to blue 
contribute to the implication of 
the subject matter. 

Yasser Dweik’s etchings por- 
tray a constant appealing motion 
towards foe sun. In ‘ Y Dawn,” 
textured areas rise at different 
points towards a rising sun rerr- 
dered in colour. 

Another etching portrays a 
number of hands appealing to 
foe sun, some of them barred in 
an isolated area. A lower area 
exposes foe back of the head of a 
man with a hatta (headgear) 
while two other men. facing the 
viewer, are gagged and scarfed 
respectively. Within the sun a 
naked child runs off. This paint- 
ing is called “Beirut ’82." 

In “The Bird" it is he, the 
bird, who is appealing to the sun 
with his open beak. 

Dfa’ Al Azzawi appears with a 
monumental painting filled with 
his forceful colours and shapes. 
Large space of very intense col- 
our carry smaller more rhythmic 
areas intermittent with cal- 
ligraphy. 

A coloured graphic print de- 
picts human figures in motion. 

Last but by no means the least, 
NabO Sbebadeh appears with his 
strong temperamental brush- 
strokes blazing out with different 
directional thrusts. Impressive 
' splashes and dripping of colour 
adds to foe vitality of the paint- 
ing. The whole is contained and 
well-balanced within a thick 
frame. 

This exhibition has made few - 
compromises. It caters for quali- 
ty. It will go on until May 30 and 
is- well-worth seeing. 


AMMAN (J.T) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (Ri) the national airline has 
decided to transform its duty-free 
shops, the mall at the Queen Alia 
International Airport into an in- 
vestment enterprise owned and 
operated by (RJ). 

In announcing its decision 
Wednesday. RJ board of direc- 
tors said that the mall which was 
formally opened last September 
will have independent manage- 
ment, but will continue to be 
linked financially to the RJ admi- 
nistration under a new set of 
internal instructions. 

The purpose of this step, an RJ 
statement said, is to achieve 
further speed and increase pro- 
ductivity for the benefit of foe 
customers and foe passenges and 
shoppers. 

This step is bound to expand 
the malfs operations and ensure 
further income of foreign curren- 
cy, the statement added. 

According to the announce- 
ment, the mall will from now on 
be under foe control of a special 
RI administrative committee 
headed by RTs vice president for 

finan cial affair s 

The space occupied by the mall 
and the accompanying offices are 
ail rented by RJ from foe Civil 
Aviation Authority which runs 
the airport. 

Senior RJ officials were earlier 
quoted as saying that the mall 
sells products at 15 per cent to 25 
per cent cheaper than foe market 
in Jordan and offers jewellery,- 


watches, toys, accessories, scent, 
tobacco, drinks, gifts of all sorts, 
local handicrafts, clothes, suit- 
cases, and other commodities like 
cosmetics, glasses ties etc. 

Unlike the previous duty-free 
shop, foe mall operates 24 hours 
a day and allows for in-coming as 
well as outgoing passengers to 
purchase whatever they desire. 

The mall was opened by His 


Royal Highness Prince Abdullah 
Ibn A 1 Hussein; and RJ Chair- 
man and Chief Executive Officer 
Ali Ghandour said then that the 
development of the duty-free 
shops stems from the Kingdom's 
stated policy of transforming the 
airport into a transit gate to the 
world’s capitals and an important 
connection between East and 
West. 


PLA commander congratulates King 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Wednesday 
received a congratulatory cable 
from Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA) Commander Bri- 
gadier Na’im Al Khatib on the 
occasion of the 36th 
anniversary of the King’s 
Ass u mption of his constitution- 
al power. 


Khatib conveyed sincere 
wishes to the King on behalf of 
all PLA members. “These 
years have been abound with 
great achievements during 
which yon shouldered the re- 
sponsibility despite the 
hardships Your Majesty 
faced,” Ihc cable said. 


Attributing the embodiment 
of the principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt in Jordan to the 
King’s wise policies, unstinting 
struggle, and sincerity towards 
all pan-Arab issues foremost of 
which is the Palestine cause, 
Khatib pledged to sincerely 
stand by Jordan in good and 
bad days. 



14,739 students in governorate 

Nsour inspects Maan schools 


Transaction at QAIA mall (file photo) 


Anani replaces Badran; 
Mulqi takes over RSS 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Jawad Al 
Anani has been appointed secret- 
ary general of the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology 
(HCST) to succeed Dr. Adnan 
Badran who was appointed minis- 
ter of agriculture in foe new 
Cabinet of Prime Minister Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker. 

Dr. Hani Fawzi Al Mulqi has 
been appointed president of the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) to 
replace Dr. Anani. 

Since 1987 Mulqi has served as 
executive director general of the 
Islamic Academy of Sciences, 
and between 1983 and 1987 he 
was director of foe RSS’s solar 
research centre. 

Mulqi holds a Ph.D degree in 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


ON DUTY: Geaners employed by the Greater Amman Municipality 
will be on duty during foe Eid Al Fitr holiday from Saturday until 
Monday evening, according to Amman Mayor Abdul Ra'ouf Al 
Rawabdeh. But, he said, that only 30 per cent of the worker force 
will be on duty on the fitst day. 50 per cent on the second day and 100 
per cent on foe third day. The mayor said that the central market 
place will have only two days off, Saturday and Sunday (Petra). 
BUDGET: Fuheis municipality will have a JD 360,701 budget for 
1989 according to its mayor Faourk Jreisat. He said that JD 85,000 
will be used to finance the construction of roads and JD 21 ,000 to 
build retaining walls, while foe rest will be spent on public gardens 
and street lighting (Petra). 

TOWN HALL: Muta town has commissioned a local company to 
build a town ball at a cost of JD 21,782. Mayor Kama] Al Sarayrch 
said that. 

MARINE LIFE: Muta University plans to organise an exhibition of 
marine life at the Marine Science Station in Aqaba on May 14. The 
two day exhibition will allow the students of Muta community college 
to study closely the various forms of marine creatures in the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

INDUSTRIAL LOANS: The Industrial Development Bank has 
'approved nine industrial loans to local businesses worth JD 1.8 
million. These projects include among others a biscuit factory, a 
printing press and a shoe plant. A bank statement said that its board 
this year has approved of a total of 58 loans, together worth JD 8.18 
million. 

ROYAL DECREE: A Royal Decree has been issued approving the 
formation of an agricultural council, headed by- the minister of 
agriculture to define the objectives of agricultural development and 
draw up the appropriate strategy for it. The council will also be 
entrusted with studying the problems, facing foe agricultural sector 
and to find out foe right solutions (Petra). 

EXPATRIATES: The Jordanian expatriates’ conference will open 
in early July at the Palace of Culture in Al Hussein Youth City. The 
conference is expected to discuss expatriates’ affairs and economic 
matters (J.T.). 

TENDER: Minister of ‘Mnnidpal and Rural Affairs and the 
Envifbnmenl Yousef Hamdan Al Saber b as agreed to offer a tender at 
JD 104,208 so as to carry out service projects in a number of local 
councils in the Kingdom (J.T.). 

BUDGET: The budget of Kremah township in North Ghor district 
for 1989 totalled JD 104,394 (J.T.). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Bolls and Munira 
Tunisiyyeh at the Housing Gallery. 

☆ As art exhibition displaying 120 paintings depicting the history 
of the German dty of Berlin and different aspects of life in East 
Germany, at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* The May art exhibition at Al Wasiti Art Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 

RAMADAN SOUQ 

☆ Ramadan open-air market, which includes foodstuff, clothes, 
home appliances and children's toys at Mahatta, eastern 
Amman. 

☆ International Ramadan Souq, in which 14 Arab and Islamic 
countries are taking part, at the International Anto Centre, 
Queen Alia International Airport Highway. 

FILM 

* A feature Qm entitled “The Purple Rose of Cafero” at the 
moericaii Centre — 4:00 p.m. 


Cabinet 

approves 

grant 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of Ministers has approved an 
agreement providing for technical 
assistance worth 358,000 Islamic 
dinars from foe Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank to foe Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS). The grant will 
help establish an experimental 
plant to conduct a feasibility 
study on assembling and produc- 
ing calculators. 

The Council of Ministers also 
approved appointment of Issam 
Budeir and Jack Khayyat as 
members representing the private 
sector to serve on a committee I 
charged with encouraging invest- i 
ments in foe Kingdom. They will 
serve for two years. 


MAAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Education Abdullah Nsour 
Wednesday made an inspection 
tour of schools and educational 
departments in Maan Governo- u 
rate in southern Jordan and dis- 
cussed questions of concern to 
the local inhabitants with officials 
and school teachers. 

The Ministry of Education is 
now involved in a number of 
important issues including mat- 
ters related to the secondary 
■ school certificate examination 
(Tawjihi) for which the ministry 
has now prepared a set of regula- 
tions to ensure control over ex- 
aminations and other related- 
affairs, Nsour said at a meeting 
held at a local school in Maan. 

The Ministry of Education, 
Nsour noted, is about to delve 
into the transitional period of a 
process designed to fulfil foe aims 
and objectives of the first educa- 
tional conference held in Amman 
in 1987, and is embarking on a 
process of overhauling matters 
related to curricula, 
textbooks and teaching methods. 

The minister urged teachers to 


exert all their efforts to impart 
good knowledge to the young 
generation and instil in their 
hearts self-confidence and a sense 
of national belonging. 

At present specialised commit- 
tees are working hard on revising 
all the syllabuses prior to working 
out new courses for the students 
at various school stages, the 
minister pointed out. He said 
teachers ought to be allowed 
open channels of communication 
with foe Ministry of Education 
and its various departments and 
improve educational methods. 
The teachers’ views should be 
heard about textbooks and 
methods so that the whole pro- 
cess can succeed, the minister 
added. 

Nsour met with Maan governor 
and mayor along with a number 
of educational directors and 
teachers in foe area. He later met 
with the director of Maan educa- 
tion department who briefed him 
on the needs and foe available 
facilities for education. 

The Maan Governorate. he 
said, now has 14,739- male and 



Abdallah Nsour 

female students receiving educa- 
tion at the hand of 832 teachers in 
73 schools. 

The director said that 27 of foe 
existing schools are owned by foe 
Ministry of Education and the 
rest are rented buildings; but it is 
hoped that students will be taught 
in government-owned schools by 
the beginning of the coming scho- 
lastic year. 

The director of foe Ministry of 
Education's financial department 
accompanied the minister on his 
tour. 


Badran urges increased food production 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Agriculture Adnan Badran 
Wednesday urged departments of 
agriculture around the country to 
help Jordan ensure food security 
and encourage further production 
of cereals, and lean meat. 

In view of the growing popula- 
tion in Jordan, the country has no 
alternative but to intensify its 
efforts to promote the agricultu- 
ral sector and help farmers pro- 
duce all that is needed for local 
consumption, foe minister said at 
a meeting held at the ministry. 

Badran said that not only has 
foe country to produce more but 
ought to "be made to earn re- 
venues far exceeding foe amounts 
to pay for imported food sup- 


plies. 

Badran requested all depart- 
ment directors and agricultural 
engineers to help implement the 
directives of His Majesty. King 
Hussein as contained in the letter 
of designation to the prime minis- 
ter upon the formation of the new 
Cabinet. These, he said call for 
introducing measures to protect 
agricultural land, organising pro- 
duction at agricultural nurseries, 
solving marketing problems, re- 
ducing foe cost of farming equip- 
ment and other inputs, and revis- 
■ ing foe current cropping system. 

The minister also stressed foe 
need to increase cooperation be- 
tween foe ministry and its various 
departments on the one hand, and 


the private sector on the other. The 
Ministry of Agriculture, be said, 
will not be a rival to the private 
sector but will rather serve as a 
party that offers facilities and 
proper investment climates. 

The minister asked the direc- 
tors to prepare reports which 
contain specific proposals that' 
would help the overall revision 
process. 

Also on Wednesday, Badran 
met with Australia's Ambassador 
to Jordan Graham Robert Bow- 
ker. They discussed bilateral 
cooperation in the production of 
animal feed and promoting an 
Australian -sponsored fodder pro- 
ject. 


The News is out . 

Departures at the best time of the day 



What is better than having breakfast with 
your family before leaving for the airport. 
And then be back for “News at Ten " or 
take :them out for dinner. 

In June Lufthansa invites 10 of their return 


Amman -Frankfurt nonstop 
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Frankfurt -Amman nonstop 
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passengers to the superb (JFSmwSri kkm 
D c5wKat'’ ^ ® best Restaurant' in-town. 

Just book your return flight to Amman with* 
Lufthansa and win. 
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rath one stone 
Israeli game 


THE ISRAELI explanation for the latest upsurge of violence 
and mounting Palestinian casualties in the occupied territor- 
ies goes that it steins from religious passions during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, a show of influence by rival Palestinian 
groupings and a pressure tactic by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Trust the Israelis to point to anything 
but truth and reality. If anything, the sheer number of 
Palestinian casualties during the last two weeks underlines 
the fact that the Israeli army is having a field day, 
particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip, where violence is 
described as “out of control." The situation in the 
thickly-populated coastal strip cannot be seen in isolation 
from the political developments in the overall Palestinian 
problem since it takes little imagination to realise that the 
Likud leaders who dominate the Israeli government are 
trying to shoot down three birds with one shot; first*, they 
are pursuing an effort to make good their promises to quell 
the intifada in less than six months after taking office; 
second, to stifle the voice of resistance as much as possible 
before moving any forward from their stubborn negotiating 
position, and third, but not the least, to intimidate the 
Palestinians into accepting the Israeli version of a solution to 
the problem. 

The chest-thumping assertion of the Israeli general in 
Gaza, Yitzhak Mordechai, that the occupation army will 
outlast the Palestinians demonstrating in the streets is 
anything but naive since it reflects the twisted thinking of 
the Israeli leadership. But, the significance of Mordechai ’s 
words sinks in when seen in the light of the call by an Israeli 
minister to give Jewish settlers the licence to kill Palestinians 
in the occupied territories. To be sure, the Israeli leaders are 
indeed encouraged by the finding of recent opinion polls that 
a majority of Israelis want tougher measures to extinguish 
the uprising. Very conveniently forgotten in the bargain is 
the fact that the polls also found that an Israeli majority is 
calling for dialogue with the PLO. But then, the Israeli 
leaders are only moving true to form in absorbing what suits 
them best and discarding what doesn't. 

The overall picture, seen against the backdrop of the 
foot-dragging by the Israeli leadership in peace efforts, is 
one of increased bloodshed and violence and is not exactly 
bright for Palestinian lives in the occupied territories. The 
Israelis are moving fast, trying to preempt events and 
situations unfavourable to them while leaving the Interna- 
tional community as helpless bystanders. Let us warn and 
be warned; time is the essence in the Middle East equation, 
and any delay, whether from the PLO, the Arabs, the U.S., 
the European Community, the non-aligned worid or any 
other concerned party with influence plays right into 
Israel's waiting arms. 


PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra’i daily newspaper on Wednesday reflected on the Jordanian 
family's observation of the 36th anniversary of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s assumption of his constitutional powers. Through these 
powers the King was able to bring about a real cohesion among 
the members of the Jordanian family and to bolster ties between 
the leadership and people, said the paper. Over the past 36 years 
the Jordanian people were aware of the fact that King, through 
his endeavours and continued work and dedication to serve his 
nation, was able to overcome the numerous hardships that 
confronted the nation, the paper added. The true relationship 
between the leader and his people, noted the paper, .was 
underlined at the monarch's meetings with notables from various 
provinces of Jordan over the past few days. It said that the 
Jordanian people take pride in their Kingdom's achievements 
over the past 36 years under King Hussein who continues to play a 
leading national role to serve his nation at all levels. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily supports the formation of the newly 
created national committee for the protection of consumers but 
says its role should nor be confined to preaching people on ways 
of handling their own lives. Salah Abdul S&mad says that what 
consumers need is guidance on the most proper means for 
protecting their interests on the one hand and the real manipula- 
tors and dishonest merchants to avoid any dealings with them on 
the other. It is premature to say how successful this committee 
will be but it is hoped that its members will help rhe consumers by 
providing information about prices and about ways to discover 
those merchants and dealers who are likely to cheat the public, 
the writer notes. Abdul Samad expresses the view that the 
airamittee will be in great need of help from the ministries of 
industry and trade and suppy, which can provide information 
about quality and price of various commodities and will be in need 
of the media through which its mission can be carried through the 
members of the public. 

A1 Dustour daily discussed King Hussein’s meetings with notables 
representing the Govemorate of frbid at the Royal Court 
Monday. It said that the meeting reaffirms the King’s policy of 
maintaining open channels of communication with his people to 
know about their needs and their grievances and to help achieve 
their aspirations. The King’s conversations with the representa- 
tives of people and his consultations with them about the future 
steps are bound to give a new impetus to the march towards 
development and modernisation, the paper added. The paper 
reiterated the King's statement in which he stressed that the 
burden is heavy but would seem lighter if all citizens participated 
in shouldering it with responsibility and confidence. 


Too many players, but only one loser 

W " .. j in Vihiil havA hem rein 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

MY BOOK of philosophy classifies problems as: 60 per cent will 
just fade away if you just leave them alone; 20 per cent will be 
solved if you put in an effort; 10 per cent need a real, hard effort; 
that leaves the final 10 per cent which will remain unresolved no 
matter how hard you try. The only problem that lingers is how 
you classify your problems. 

It would appear that the Afghan problem belongs to the final 
category; or at least that is the impression that one gets from the 
shape of things in the region after the much-heralded Soviet 
military withdrawal from Afghanistan after 10 years of bloodshed 
which, by most estimates, claimed over a million Afghan lives. 

The Soviet-backed government of President Najibullah has 
confounded Western predictions by making good its vow to 
defend itself against the Mujabedeen. Najibullah, having rein- 
stated the “Allah" part of his name after relinquishing it for some 
time, is seeking to portray himself as a devout Muslim and 
alternately extending an olive branch and a gun to the rebels, 
whose religious fervour had always painted the Afghan conflict as 
a “Muslim vs. commies" war rather than a superpower proxy 
battle. Najibullah, obviously aware of tbe dire consequences of a 
false step, is also trying frantically to bring in deeper international 
involvement in tbe draconian task of mediating the Kabul- 
Mujahedeen rift; hence, his open accusations, well-founded or 
otherwise, of direct Pakistani militaiy involvement in his be- 
leaguered country. 

On the rebel side, little seems to be going right. Disorganised as 
they are, infights and power struggles mark their “holy war" 
against the "kufar" in Kabul. Gone are their hopes pinned on 
toppling Najibullah in a matter of weeks after the Soviet pullout. 
The assault on the eastern city of Jalalabad with the aim of 
capturing a strategic prize has gone awry. International recogni- 
tion is also hard to come by for their government-in-exile. One 
can understand the bitterness they feel towards the Kabul regime 
for the swath of blood in Afghanistan, but no one seems to have 
convinced them enough is enough and it is time to forget and 
forgive, at least for the sake of their brothers and sisters who 
survived the slaughter. 

Those pulling the strings in Moscow and Washington are trying 
hard to safeguard their own interests. All indications are that the 
Soviet Union, having paid a very heavy price for its military 
involvement, wants a political solution which will, as the bottom 
line, ensure that whoever is in power in Kabul does not transform 
the country into a staunch anti-Soviet satellite. Moscow is more 
than willing to foot at least half the cost involved in rebuilding 
Afghanistan, if only to avoid a devoted anti -Communist pro- 
Western regime assuming power in Kabul. Worse still for Moscow 
is the prospect of rigid Islamic fundamentalists rearing their head 
to its south-west and adding to the roars of the Iranian brand of 


religious fundamentalism coming from further west. 

At stake for the Soviet Union is also diplomatic rapprochement 
with Saudi Arabia and other Islamic states, which saw Moscow's 
involvement in Afghanistan as an impediment to better ties. 

In Washington, American policymakers seem baffled over what 
to do next. Indeed, they want to capitalise on the Soviet exit from 
Afghanistan and ensure that their almost unlimi ted aid and 
assistance to the Mnjahedeen throughout the years does not go to 
waste; a sore prospect if Najibullah and company retains the reins 
of power with a “national reconciliation’' between the ruling 
People's Democratic Party of Af ghanistan and tbe Mnjahedeen 
alliance based in Pakistan. American predictions of an easy fall of 
Najibullah have proved wrong and now Washington faces the 
not-too-enviable task of trying to tame the tiger it has by the tail 
since the Mujahedeen are sending unmistakable growls of 
independent thinking to their Western supporters. 

Caught in-between tire superpowers and its own national 
interests and burdens, Pakistan is grappling with a deep split 
between the political and militaiy establishments as to what 
approach to adopt. The government of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto is anxious to get it over with and see the return home of 
the two and odd million Afghan refugees so that Islamabad can 
turn its full attention to remodelling and rebuilding Pakistan and 
consolidating its new-found democracy. The Pakistani military 
appears to have a different view of things . It cann ot afford to 
impart an impression of being weak, particularly that the Indians 
are flexing their muscles to the east. By the same token, the 
military leaders in Pakistan are anxi ous to ensure that the U.S. 
will maintain some semblance of the level of defence assistance to 
Pakistan as it used to at the height of the Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan. So, the scenario warrants that the Americans get 
what they want in Af ghanistan , or at least what the Pakistani 
military can contribute without ruffling too many political 
feathers. 

The Iranians are stuck with their own share of Afghan refugees 
as well as Shi’ite “Jihad” fighters who seem to agree on nothing 
with their Pakistan-based S unni counterparts except that Najibul- 
lah should go. It is difficult to gauge the extent of Iran’s vested 
interests in Afghanistan, if indeed there are any at this point in 
time in light of the improved Soviet- Iranian ties. But Tehran is 
sure to pitch in and throw a big spanner in the American works if 
the Afghan rebels based in Iran score any kind of a military 
victory against Kabul. Precisely the reason why the Americans are 
wary of extending any meaningful help to rebels further than the 
Afghan side of the border with Iran. 

The United Nations, having worked hard to produce the 
Geneva accords that led to the Soviet withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan, has now been turned to another bystander, particularly after 
the Mujahedeen let off broadside salvoes against its efforts to 
resurrect an Afghanistan based on a traditional communal 
leadership structure. Its call for “national reconciliation” and 


appeal for a broad-based government in Kabul have been rejected 
outof band by the Mujahedeen. Well, it is only logical that the 
U.N. being the neutral worid organisation that it is, has to draw a 
fine and pull back when it reaches a point where it ts forced to 
take sides before going any further. Needless to Kiy, even at this 
point, its call for a broad government can easily be conSfrued as 
pro-Soviet since it is precisely the kind of solution that Moscow 

has been calling for. . _ ... 

If anything, the appeals that the U.N. relief agenaes have been 

issuing for urgent food to feed needy Afghans in Kabul are . 
indicative of the dimini shing political role the world body plays in 

the quagmire. , 

Where does the Arab and Islamic support for the Mujahedeen 
fit into this scenario? Religious considerations apart, it was easy 
to understand and appreciate the wholehearted support from 
some Arab states for the Mujahedeen throughout the .years since- 
the threat was ever present of the Russian bear changing its 
direction and heading towards the strategic Arabian Gulf as long 
as Soviet policy continued to be steered by hardcore traditionalist 
Communist leaders in Moscow. Though it is difficult to ignore the 
wisdom that “old habits die hard,” it is safe to say that the Soviet 
Union under Mikhail Gorbachev is not exactly eager to embark 
on another military adventure so soon after the Afghan debacle. 
Beset with internal unrest and preoccupied as they are with _ 
fundamental reforms in Moscow, Kremlin strategists need no ; 
reminders that it would be too expensive to entertain, let alone 
pursue, any military designs on the ofl or the consequent strategic 
value of the Arabian Gulf. 

Overlooked in the entire bargain is tbe plight of the millions of 
Afghan civilians who fled their homes and lands to escape the 
fighting and now live in squalid refugee camps in neighbouring 
countries. From all accounts, a majority of them could not care 
less who assumes power in Kabul as long as they are left to their 
devices to plough their land or whatever and make a living. 
Recently in Delhi, I asked an anti-Soviet Afghan demonstrator 
what exactly was he demonstrating for: “Don’t ask me,” he said 
in broken Urdu. “My family was assured of a midday meal after 
this rally, and that is why I am holding this banner.” which, 
incidentally, read “death to Gorbachev” in English. 

“Of course I want to go back.” he said after a moment of 
thought. “I hope they rot in hell for the death of our millions. But 
that doesn't solve our problem. We have to go back and patch up 
our lives. But they are bloodthirsty.” 

Who are “they"? I asked. 

There was no hesitation. “The Russians, the Americans, the 
Mujahedeen, the fowj (government soldiers), every last one of 
them. The Russians help the fbwj and the Americans help the 
Mujaheds. Who gets killed? The fowji and the Mujahed. I wish 
they leave us Afghans alone to settle our problems among 
ourselves." 

I rest my case. 


Figures from turbulent past still active in Turkish politics 


By John Owen-Davies 

Reuters 

ANKARA — Major political fi- 
gures from Turkey's turbulent 
past are looking confidently to 
the future as Prime Minister Tur- 
gut Ozal struggles to hold his 
ruling Motherland Party 
together. 

Suleyman Demirel. prime 
minister for 10 of the years be- 
tween 1965 and 1980 and twice 
ousted by the army, once again 
has the scent of victory. 

Also back in tbe reckoning are 
staunch anti-Gommunist A! pas- 
fan Turkes, Muslim fundamental- 
ist Necmettin Erbakan and Social 
Democrat Bulent Ecevit, who be- 
came a national hero when he 
sent troops to Cyprus in 1974. 

Ozal came to power in 1983, 
three years after a military coup. 
The 1980 coup was launched to 
end extremist political violence in 
the late 1970s which claimed 
more than 5.000 lives. 

Demirel, who was among many 
politicians held by the army after 
the coup, is hoping to cash in on a 
humiliating defeat for Ozal’s 
Motherland Party in local elec- 
tions in March. 

“Mr. Ozal’s days are num- 
bered. He cannot last much lon- 
ger,” said Demirel, pursuing a 
campaign for early general elec- 
tions. 

The Motherland won just over 
a fifth of the national vote in the 
municipal polls, trailing behind 
Demirel's centre-right True Path 
Party and the Social Democrat 
Populist Party (SHP). 

Demirel. 64, said that about 
100 deputies in Ozal’s factional- 
ised party were members of his 
old Justice Party and were ready 
to rejoin him. 

All pre-1980 parties were dis- 
solved by the military, which 
allowed only three new parties to 
contest the general elections in 
1983. 

“I don’t have any ill-feeling for 
the military and the military does 
not have any ill-feeling for me," 
Demirel told Reuters. “I am a 
democrat. 1 believe in the power 
of the people. I love my people. 
That is the reason for my suc- 
cess.” 

In a country where two-thirds 
of the electorate regularly votes 
right of centre, Demirel, who 
now controls 58 seats in the 450- 
raember parliament, believes ear- 
ly general elections would work 
to his advantage. 

He firmly ruled out coopera- 
tion with Ozal, 61, his former 
protege, saying: “I would not do 
a deal with him ... we are- not 
friends now. We just exchange 
‘hellos’.” 

Demirel was asked if he would 
once again offer cabinet jobs to 
Turkes and Erbakan to help to 
ensure a workable government, 
as he did in 1977 when both were 
deputy premiers. 

“I don’t think there will be a 
necessity,” he replied, adding 
that their right-wing parties were 
unlikely to poll the 10 per cent of 
the vote needed to gain par- 
liamentary seats. 

Senior Western diplomats, 
some of whom have beaten a path 
to Demirel's office since the 
March polls, said be bad already 


started talks until Turkes, now in 
his 70s. 

Erbakan, 63, and to an extent 
Turkes, are anathema to the 
army which regards itself as guar- 
dian of the democratic and secu- 
lar vision of modem Turkey's 
founder, Mustafa Kemal Ata- 
turk. 

Erbakan’s Welfare Party (RP) 
took 9.8 per cent of the vote in 
March, followed by Ecevit's 
Democratic Left Party with 8.9 
per cent and Turkes's National- 
ists with 4.1 per cent. 

Such small but significant sup- 
port could help any of tbe three 
major parties to gain a parliamen- 
tary majority, for which about 
one-third of the national vote is 
needed. 


Turkes is identified with the 
Grey Wolves, an underground 
rightist group blamed for some of 
the fiercest extremist street bat- 
tles of the 1970s. 

“In the 1970s, universities in 
Turkey were organised for a 
Communist uprising,” Turkes 
told Reuters late last year. 

“Communism is an ideology. 
Only a stronger ideology can beat 
it, hence the setting up of the 
Grey Wolves. But it was infil- 
trated by intelligence agents and 
the fighting started," he said. The 
Grey Wolf is the symbol of Tur- 
kish nationalism. 

Ecevit, 64. who ordered Tur- 
kish troops into north Cyprus in 
1974 after a short-lived Greek- 
inspired coup in Nicosia, sees 
himself as standard-bearer of 


Turkey's true Social Democrats. 

He alternated three times as 
prime minister with Demirel in 
the 1970s during a period of weak 
coalition governments and has 
refused to enter any deal with the 
SHP, which embraces leftists. 

But most political eyes are on 
Demirel. who draws massive 
crowds in the countryside. 

“I am not saying that I never 
made mistakes,” said Demirel, 
forced into a humiliating foreign 
debt rescheduling iii 1979-80. . 

Asked if his return would. wor- 
ry foreign bankers, he said: 
"They are not unhappy with 
us... ..We are conservatives and 
we have a great respect for the 
fact that everybody should do as 
they want, and we have great 
respect for ownership." 


TURKEY 


Area: 302.169 sq. miles 
Population: 45m 
GNP per head: $1,460 



‘Sudan needs democracy to survive’ 


By Jim Sbevis 

WASHINGTON — The majority 
of Sudanese people, both north- 
erners and southerners, believe 
that without democracy the coun- 
try cannot stand, Sudan Times 
chief editor Bona Malwal told a 
National Endowment for Demo- 
cracy (NED) panel here May 1. 

"The country — with all its 
problems, or in spite of them — 
must move toward greater demo- 
cratisation because in democracy 
lies the future and the hopes of 
the Sudan,” he said. 

Malwal said he has “no illu- 
sions that the way ahead is easy.” 
But he said he believes the cur- 
rent government headed by 
Prime Minister Sadeq A I Mahdi 


has come to realise it must recog- 
nise these principles. 

“Tbe idea of pluralism and 
democracy seems to be so intert- 
wined in the experience of Sudan 
that, if that country has a chance 
to survive as a nation, it will have 
to accept pluralism and democra- 
cy as the bases for national uni- 
ty," he said. 

A former member of Sudan’s 
parliament as well as a former 
minister of culture and informa- 
tion and of industry and finance 
in Sudan's southern region, Malwal 
spent a year in detention under 
the Numeiri regime for political 
reasons. In his introduction of 
Malwal, moderator Eddie N. 
Williams, a member of NED’s 


board of directors, noted that 
Malwal’s newspaper has been 
among the leaders in the struggle 
for human rights in Sudan. 

Malwal appeared on one of 
several regional panel discussions 
on democratic changes and press- 
ures for change taking place 
throughout the world. The world 
survey examined countries in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and 
the Caribbean, and Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union. 

“It is difficult to say where 
Sudan fits in the democratic 
movement of the world, or even 
of Africa because, even though 
the people of Sudan have demon- 
strated over the last 34 years of 
independence their choice is 


democracy, at least twice, 
perhaps more, that yearning for 
democracy has been subverted by 
wbat I call the centralists, the 
people who want to keep the 
status quo which colonialism had 
left the Sudan in," Malwal said. 

There's been a cycle of power 
brokers that “we hope strong 
democratic nations like the Un- 
ited States would help us break 
out of," he said. 

“We have spent our young life 
as a nation changing from milit- 
ary dictatorship into multiparty 
democracy, the third experiment 
of which is the one we are in right 
now." 

It has not been easy for demo- 
cratic activists to keep alive the 


ideal of diversity and pluralism in 
Sudan, Malwal said. A poor 
country, with nearly one million 
square miles and nine neighbour- 
ing countries, most of which have 
their own problems, Sudan has 
had two bloody dvfl wars as well 
as fluctuations between militaiy 
dictatorship and democratic rule, 
he noted. 

He paid tribute to the confer- 
ence’s organisers for their efforts 
to sustain the world democratic 
revolution. “Those of us who sit 
in the darkness in our part of the 
world feel so distant and so far 
away from the democratic world 
that it helps to be occasionally in 
a governing democracy as we are 
this morning" — US1A. 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN FA WAR & SONS 

Ahdel Hamid Sharnf Sired 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. «Wfi76. NW6% 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabat Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:3(1 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnighi 

Tel 638968 



I CROWN 
1 INT’L EST. 

M packing, shipping, 
g forwarding, 

= storage, clearing, 
g door-to-door service 

■ Tel: 664090.660852 

N Tlx: 22205 8ESMC0 JO 

■ P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN A 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takeaway avarflaMe 

Open daily 12:00 - 13-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bndge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 y 


EVERY = 
DAY 

PEOPLE mo NEEV 
MAINTENANCE 

iSksg sources 

SBt® CALL US! 


||| Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

3 Tel. 604671 fc 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight / 




CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q ' 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
TikMwaysoirice 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m . : midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle : 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 - 
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.. et devoirs 


are est estim6& 4 prfis de 74 iml- 
need r Sons ck doikis pour 1990, soit 
^ ( aW .r le quart debudget ordinaire de 
s&aihL * Forgamsaliou. ~ - - 


q|S - Le-Sud-YGmen souhaite 
iibou^ • adherer au GCA . 

Le mhtfefr e sod-yfimfinite des 
3 jjJJl- Affaires fitrangfires, M. Abdel 
tiisjj' 1 Azb Dali, -a affirm* hindi au 

• k :• Gaire qiie son pays souhaitait -se 
eal ^ - jo®dre & la Jomanie, l’Egypte, 

• ' 3 J J'Kak-eMe Yfimen du Nord an 

sein du Conseil de cooperation 
ad» (CCA). La dfidkration de 
0! ^ M. Aziz I>ali faisait suite 4 ud 
aatd? 1 * entretien 4* P 1 ^ de deux heures 
. avec son bomologue figyptien, M. 
- Esmai Abdel MeguidV 

suis. ij* I 

itftncf. Appel au cessez-le-feu 
fKipih. au -Soudan . 


Le colonel John Garang, com- 
mandant en chef de J’Armfie 
populairede liberation dn Soudan 
(SPLA) a appelfi lundi le 
gouvemement de Khartoum 4 
observer on cessez-1 e-feu tout au 
long du mois de mai. Favorable 4 
des negotiations avec le pouvoir, 
Je colonel Garang a assorti son 
Saffrerie plu&ieurs conditions dont 
I’absence de 1 mouvement de 
troupes pendant la treve. 


« \z I! 6tait iine fois 
\ ~*: : Sergio Leone 

"Vj$« ... 

v Le : cmhsle ■ (taben Sergio 

V~a * ^ Leone, pfire dn “western spaguet- 
est dficftlfd’une crise cardia- 
- ; qne rtimanriie 4 Home. N6 ' en 
\_/- ^ 71929, 3 avaftdi&ut^ trente aa 
£ . plus tard art .'ia£ 

k«V r rfialisant \m peptfititr “£es ttetf: 
P'S 1 .niers tours de Ponroet”. DansJes 


- .niers jours de Pompef”. Dansles 
I ann6es I960, 3 avait donnfiun 
* nouveau souffle au western, aiors 
en perte de vitesse. Lfieure du 
' .triomphe devait sonner en 1968 
S^avec “B fitait une fois dans 
rOuest ”, premier film d’une sfirie 
qu'fl poursuivit avec “Il fitait une 
fois la revolution” (1971), puis “H 
i fitail une -fois FAinfiriqne” 
(1984). Depuis, Sergio Leone 
s’etait lane*. dans un ambitieux 
proiet: une reronstitution de la 


Jomr JmoSas deux poor la On 
dn lUnadan. Dfis samedi, I'im- 
mtqjoritfi des Jordaniens 
renouera avec Pauthentique petit 
dejeuner et sartont avec le repas 
de la nti-jounode. Rite gastrooo- 
mlque, i Td al-Fitlar” Hnv> ansri 
avec devoirs fimriKamt et dfiji 
pom certains avec preparation dn 
pflerinBge.i bMecqoe, en juilet 

pm ritoin, 

“Samedi sera un jour de 
grasdes rfijouissances". A l’instar 
de plus de 90% des Jordaniens, 
Ahmed, employe de banque 4 
Amman, attend dfisormais avec 
impatience le premier jour de 
l’aprfes Ramadan. Au tenne de 
vingt-neuf jours de jefine, 3 va 
cfilfibrer Ie “Id al-5aghir” (petite 
fSte) du “Id al-Fittar," comme on 
I’appeDe iti. Une manifestation 
qui demeure l’une des plus hon- 
or£es de r Islam et qui se tradmra 
par trots jours de congas pour les 
salaries du Royaume. 

“La joumde ddbutera aux aien- 
tours de 5h30 par une priire 
spdtiale 4 la mosqude", explique 
Found J. al-Kayed, du minist4re 
des Affaires religjeuses. Rares 
seront ceux qui manqueront ce 
premier rendez-vous collectif. 
“On retrouvera les amis, souhgne 
Ahmed, et ce sera 4 qui portera 
les plus beaux habits." 

La f£te ne fera aiors que com- 
mencer. Une fois rentrfe chez soi, 
chacun s’installera devant un 


copie ux petit ddjeuner, tradition- 
neJlement pr£c6d£ d’uoe benedic- 
tion, “Id Moubarak.” Viendront 
ensuite les effusions familiales. 
“Les parents et les enfants s'em- 
brassent et se feiicitent de leurs 
jeunes respectifs", precise Fouad 
al-Kayed. 

Point culminant du “Id al-Fit- 
tar”: le repas de midi. “Chez 
presque tout le monde, on man- 
gera un mansaf, le plat national 
jordanien”, poursuit-il. On le 
degustera en famille ou on ie 
partagera avec les voisins et les 
amis, comme c’esi encore le cas 
dans de nombreux villages. Parmi 
les invitds figurent souvent quel- 
ques musitiens, qui amorcent un 
adbut de ffete villageoise. 

A Texultation, se mdle le de- 
voir familial. “La fin du jeune 
doit s’accompagner pour tout 
mus nlman d’une pensde pour sa 
famille, au sens le plus large du 
tenne,” insiste Fouad al-Kayed. 
Une pens^e active, qui comman-' 
de de rendre visire 4 scs parents, 
ses fr&res et soeurs ... “Je dois 
aller saluer tinquante peisonnes, 
explique Ahmed. Depuis ma 
m4re, qui habite pr4s de Tafileh, 
jusqu'4 des cousins de Salt”. Sans 
oublier, 4 cbaque voyage, d’offrir 
un peu d’argent 4 ceux qui en ont 
le plus besoin. 

A Amman, vous aurez peut- 
fitre la chance de dgcouvrir ici ou 
la un embryon de fSte foraine. 

(A.R.) 


La visite de Yasser Arafat k Paris 

Clarification et caducite 


36 ans de regne 

Hussein, Vinfatigabie 


Du Caire 4 Bagdad, en passant 
par les capitales du Gotfe, le rd 
Hussein n'a cess£ depuis son 
accesskm effective au bine, le 2 
mai 1953, de d£pfayer ses efforts 
pour rfunffier et coosofider la 
uatiou arabe. La dynannque du 
sooverain hach&nite, joixxte 4 sa 
longue experience de la politique 
an ProdheDrient, fait sans donte 
de hii le leader le miens placd 
pour jooer le r6Ie dc mediateur et 
parfois de guide an service des 
int£r£fs des pays arabes. 

Echappant 4 une dizaine d’at- 
tentats, le roi Hussein a su es- 
quiver les foudres 6gyptiennes 
qui menagaient son trflne dans les 
ann£es 1950 et I960, 4 la suite 
notamment de la prise du pouvoir 
au Caire par Nasser. Ev6nement 
qui devait provoquer la chute de 
la monarchic irakieanc en 1958. 

Oeuvrant sans cesse pour la 
reconciliation des frfires ennemis 
irakien et syrien, il a fitfi et reste, 
au cdtd^ cte I’Arabie Saoudite. 
^ttisan- dn rapprochement en 
e^rS-i&inas'et* le ^Caire et ■ 
de ta r6integration progressive de 
l^E^pte' au. sein de la Ligue 
arabe. Dormant le ton, Amman a 
£t£ la premiere 4 renouer avec le 
Caire. Cest sous rimpulsion du 
roi Hussein que le sommet arabe 
de novembre 1987, rdtmi dans la 
capitale jordanienne, a en effet 
admis que le r6tablissement des 
relations diplomatiques avec 


l’Egypte relevait de la souver- 
aineli de cbaque Etat. 

SkjQidtd par les Etats-Unis et 
Israel pour des negotiations 
directes dans le cadre d'un rfrgle- 
ment du conflit isradlo- arabe, le 
monarque jordanien a provoqud, 
en rompanf avec la Cisjordanie, 
le coup de theatre d’ Alger oD 
1’OLP a reconn u les resolutions 
242 et 338 du Conseil de sdcuritd 
de I’ONU. Lanc6 au sommet 
d’ Amman, son slogan pour la 
comprehension et l’entente s'est 
concretise par une attitude arabe 
unifide en faveur d’une confer- 
ence Internationale de paix. Sa 
dernidre initiative unitaire reside 
dans la crdation du Conseil de 
cooperation arabe (CCA). Le roi 
Hussein y voit les jalons d’un 
marchd commun. 4 1'instar de la 
CEE. 

L’dtape la plus importante 
pour y parvenir demeure la 
realisation de la paix, qui bute 
toujours sur le nefus catdgorique 
d ’Israel de reconn aitre I’OLP et 
de ndgocier avec elle. La balle est 
aujourdTiui dans le camp ameri- 
cain. Si les Etats-Unis ne ddtien- 
nent pas 99% des cartes dn 
Proche-Orient, comme 1’indi- 
quait l’ancien president dgyptien 
Anouar al-Sadate, ils disposent 
au moins de la carte maitresse: 
Israel. 

Nabil Racbed. 


Yasser Arafat a qualifie 
“d’otfle et rtnssi” son entrcthm 
de phis d’une henre et demi avec 
Francois Mitterrand, mardi 4 
Paris. Le president frangais a 
pour sa part IndiqnS sa “satisfac- 
tion” tout en demandant an chef 
de POLP de darifier la position de 
la centrale palestinieune sur le 
droit 4 F existence d’Isra£l. M. 
Arafat devait ggalement rencon- 
trer Mkbei Rocard bier aprts- 
nddi. 

Le president Francois Mitter- 
rand a donnl acte mardi 4 Yasser 
Arafat du tournant amorc6 par 
l’LOP depuis novembre 1988 en 
faveur d’un r&glement patifique 
du confiit isradlo-palestinien. 
Premier chef dnEtat d’un pays 
membre du Conseil de sdcnritf de 
I’ONU 4 recevoir offidellement 
le leader de la centrale palesti- 
nienne, M. Mitterrand a ndan- 
moins pr6cis6 4 son interlocuteur 
que la coromunaut£ intema- 
tionale attendait de lui un certain 
nombre de clarifications avant de 
1’agrder total ement. 

Le president frangais a aiusi 
notd, selon le porte-parole de 
l’Elys6e, que “le maintien en 

X eur de la Charte de 1’OLP, 
jtde en 1964, dtait contraire 
en des points importants au prog- 
ramme politique adopt* le 15 
novembre dernier par le Conseil 
national palestinien d' Alger”. 

Damas-le Caire: 
sur la voie 

du dialogue 

Les presidents 6gyptien et 
syrien pourraient se rencontrer 
lundi prochain en Arabie 
Saoudite 4 1’occasion de la 
visite de vingt-quatre heures 
que M. Moubarak doit effec- 
tuer dans ce pays, 4 [’invitation 
du roi Fahd. Damas, qui avail 
rompu ses relations diplomati- 
ques avec le Caire en 1977. se 
montre en effet dispose de- 
puis qnelques mo is 4 en tamer 
un v6ritable rapprochement. 
La semaine demrere, le minis- 
tre syrien des Affaires 
*trang4res, M. Farouk al- 
Chareh, avait notamment indi- 
qu* que son pays dtait prtt 4 
examiner la reintegration de 
l'Egypte au sein de la Ligue au 
cours du sommet arabe ex- 
traordinaire pr£vu au Maroc 
avant la fin du mois (Le Jour- 
dain des 27 et 28 avrii). 
L’6eventualit* d’un tete-4-tfite 
entire les" deux chefs d'Etat 
avait fit* evoqufie dfibut avrii 
par un quotidien de Qatar. “ A1 
Raya” affirmait aiors qu’Hafez 
A1 Assad avait fait parvenir un 
message 4 Hosui Moubarak, 
dans lequel 3 se disait disposfi 4 
le rencontrer dans “un pays 
tiers". (D’aprfcs agences). 


Position qui rfipond aux preoc- 
cupations d'lsrafil et de la di- 
aspora jurve, qui estiment que ce 
document stipule la destruction 
par fitapes de I 'Elat hfibrea. 

Selon le chef de 1’OLP, la 
charte fondamentale palestinien- 
ne est “dfipassfie de fait”. Une 
“cadutitfi" que Yasser Arafat a 
affirm *e et rfipfitfie tout au long 
des entire tie ns qu’il a eus pendant 
deux jours avec les responsables 
politiques frangais. Qualifiant 
“d ’utile et rfiussi" son tfite-4-tfite 
avec Frangois Mitterrand, 3 a 
figalement estimfi que cette ren- 
contre devrait “donner une 
nouveQe impulsion” 4 un rfigle- 
ment patifique du conflit israfilo- 
arabe. 

Yasser Arafat a fit* recu mardi 
aprfis-mjdi par le jmiiiistre des 
Affaires fitrangfires, Roland 
Dumas, puis par le premier secrfi- 
taire du Parti socialiste, Pierre 
Mauroy. Aprfis ses rencontres 
hier matin avec une dfilfigation du 
Parti communiste, puis de par- 
lementaires frangais, 3 devait 
s’entretenir avec le premier 
ministre, Michel Rocard. 

Grande absente de la visite 
officielle du chef de l'OLP, 1’op- 
position a critiqufi t'initiative du 
prfisident Mitterrand. L’ancien 
premier ministre, Jacques Chirac, 
. a estimfi lundi depuis Boston que 
la “clfi du mouvement pour la 
paix au Proche-Orient ne passe 
pas par l’OLP mais par le chef du 

Liban 

Aoun fait un 

Le gfinfiral Aoun a proooucfi 
hier la dissolution de la Chambre 
des operations mari times (COM). 
Sa crfiathm, qui visait 4 empficber 
Facets des ports ten us par les 
mifices pro-syriennes, est 4 l’ori- 
gine desregains de vrolences qui 
ont but 292 morts et 1276 Messes 
deuis le 14 mars du liban. 

En dficrfitant, hier, la dissolu- 
tion de la Chambre des opera- 
tions mari times, Ie gfinfira) Aoun 
a fait un geste detirif pour parve- 
nir a un cessez-le-feu au Liban, 
aprfis sept semaines de violents 
affrontcmcnLs. Son cabinet avait 
mis Ie feu aux poudres, dfibut 
mars, en instaurant, via la COM, 
un blocus sur les trois ports terms 
par les miiices pro-syriennes au 
sud de Beyrouth. 

Ce contrdle maritime privait 
les partisans du gouvernement de 
Salim Hoss de I'une de ses princi- 
pal es sources de financement. En 
ripioste, I'artOlerie, dfiploye dans 
les regions sous contrdle syrien, a 
bombard* quotidiennement le lit- 
toral du pays chrfitien pour 
empficher toute approache des 
ports de Beyrouth et de jounieh, 
tenus par la milice des forces 
libanaises allifie du chef du 
gouvemement cbretien. 

La COM restait l'obstacle prin- 
cipal 4 l 1 application du cessez-le- 
feu demand* par la Ligue arabe 
jeudi denier, et qui aurait au fitre 


projet: 

-bataille 


de Stalingrad. 


AJne vilie d'lran envahie 
par des papillons 

. Des mffliers de papOBons mig- 
'ratenrs ont envahi le week-end 
' "dernier tine petite vilie du nord- 
pst 'de 1’Iran, proche de la fron- 
. .V tifire sovifitique. La .denatfi d’in- 
. *- .’sqptes a considfirablement gfinfi la 
7 jarculation dans la nint de diman- 
.7 ' dje a lundi. Selon des agronomes 
l.V iraniens, Ta- s*cdieresse du prin- 
. •_ temps pourrait fitre! 47’origine de 
ce -“raid^iTOipnifi^... 

Le perroquet fnterdit 
do s^jourjau Koweit 

.. Pszttaclds : non Le 

Koweit vimit d’interdire I’intro- 
duction et Ufilevage du perroquet 
7- 4 Tmteriem de ses frontifires. 
■ . Motif: ce drrile d’oiseau est sus- 
- c^tible _ tic; v*bacu ler sous ses 
^ plumes piuneors virus transmissi- 
- ,^4iIe^'anx pqnJets d’filevages, qui 
de la con- 

^bmmation Ibcale. 

^Sheffield: . Liverpool 


a accept* de rejoucr 
~ nnwji]ifn sa demi-finale 

cqtipfi cr Angle terre de football 
Nottingham Forest, inter- 
le 15 avrii 4 Sheffield, par 
-iPfeh hrt de -95 "spectateurs. La 
>-^cdntref se r disputera sur la 
jS&Kwse de TOLD Traffbrd 4 


Un pold lourd qui p6se 
22 millions de dollars 

•-’V." - 7 - '■ 

'••v- -Le - boxemr am^ncatn Mike 
moiKle des 

. poids kxirds, ne bat pas que ses 
-f -adversaires; 3 -pulvfinse aussi les 
; c prix. Avec la somme astronomi- 

- -qM de' 22,133333 dollars de 

V;gains en 1988, fl. est sans conteste 
Vie sportif le plus pay* de la 
Vplahetel . 'Le rapport entire les 
V^salaireJ^et le temps pass* sur 
- ■ ccmstitue lui aussi un 

-y^oxkd. te hygpeur new-yoricais a 

- Vadfenttifi' soamagot en trois ren- 
~7^amtresi ajit sept rounds. Qm dit 
i.m&ssff -'V.-'' ';' . 


Voitures d' occasion transformees en luxueuses limousines 

L’enjoliveur des Mercedes 


Intfiriears cuir ou vekmr, tfilfivi- 
-SKm, rfifrigfirateor, tfi^Aone ... 
Depuis un an et demi, 1’entreprise 
Fast antomobBe trausforme de 
“anqrfes” Mercedes en limousine 
de cmq & six mfitres de long. Sa 
principale dkstile: les rkhis- 
simes families des pays du Golfe, 
mais aussi la' haste sotifitfi jorda- 
nienoe, qui lui c wffle la repara- 
tion ou le “lifting” de ses voi- 
tores. 

Prenez une Mercedes de n’im- 
porte quel modfile et coupez-la 
francbetneut en deux. Prfiparez 
ensuite une troisifime pifice, d’un 
mfitre de long, oomprenant deux 
porti fires, 1 un chassis et un toiL 
Placez-la entire les deux morceaux 
du vfihicule initial, et assemblez- 
les. Ajoutez encore 4 l’intfirieur 
deux banquettes en vis-4-vis, puis 
encastrez comme bon vous sem- 
ble on bar avec comptoir en bois, 
une tfilfivision, un tfilfiphone, une 
chaine hi-fi et, si ga vous tente, un 
minirrfifirigfirateur. Liez enfin le 
tout avec un bean cuir ou un 
velour de la meilleure quaiitfi. 

La recede de la limousine n’a 
phis de secret pour la sotifitfi 
Fast. Depuis fin 1987, elle fait 
tnfime la fortune de cette petite 
entreprise familiale, install fie sur 
la zone Indus trielle dn wadi Sir. A 
la cadence de deux metamorph- 
oses par mois, 1’atelier des 
Khoury Pfire et fils a pris dfisor- 
mais son rythme de croisifire. 
A tout maitre de la compagnie: 
l’absence total e de concurrence 
rfigionale. “Nous sommes les 
seuls 4 proposer un tel service au 
Procbe-Orient, sinon m&me an 
Moyen-Orient”, souligne 
Maurice S. Kbouiy, qui, 4 25 ans, 
cumule les fonctkms de vke- 
prfisident de la sotifitfi et de 
responsible de la bonne marche 
de 1'usine. - 

Ofifie par son pfire en octobre 
1986, la sotifite ne s’est lancfie . 
dam cette aventure qu’un an plus 
tard. “A I’origine, nous voohons 
ouvrir un garage plus sophistiqnfi 
qne ceux qiu existent en Jorda- 
nie, poursnrt Maurice Khoury. 
Avec 25 axis d’expfirience au 
Liban derrifire nous, -Ie pari ne 
tsomportait pas trap de risqiies”.. 



D'autant moins d'aiUeurs que cet- 
te famille palestinienne de Jfiru- 
salem s’fitait dfija tafllfi une sotide 
reputation dans le secteurs de 
1’ind us trie automobile, via le 
groupe Elba, spficialisfi dans la 
constructions de poids lourds et 
accessoirement de bungalows. 

Passer du semi-re morque 4 la 
limousine n’avait cependant rien 
cTfivident. “Nous a vous francbi le 
pas 4 la suite de la visite d'un 
expert ouesi-allemand en voi- 
tures de luxe”, prfitise le vice- 
president de Fast. Ses fitudes 
d’ingfinierie mficanique en 
Grande Bretagne et aux Etats- 
Unis ainsi que le sfijour d’une 
vingtaine cTaunfies de papa, en 
RFA ont fait le reste. Les con- 
tacts de Khoury pfire an Alle- 
magne ffidfiiale ont notamment 
pennis de mettre rapi dement sur 
pied llmportation des machines 
ad hoc et des fiifimeuts de carros- 
serie nficessaires 4 la fabrication 
des limousines. 

Munie d’une licence octroyfie 


par le gouvemement jordanien, 
qui lui donne le droit de couper 
les chassis des Merced^, et rien 
que des Mercedes, la sotifitfi s'est 
ensuite mise 4 la redrerche de 
tons les modfiles 4 venare sur le 
march* national. “Dfis le dfibut, 
nous nous sommes adressfis en 
prioritfi aux ambassade^ et aux 
entreprises, explique Maurice 
Khoury, pour acheter dfis vehi- 
cules de premifire n^ain”. 
D'autres voitures d'occ^siou, 
sfilectionfies selon les mfiroes cri- 
tfires, ont fit* importfies d'Alle- 
magne. 


200 000 F. 


RentaMlitfi oblige; la compag- 
nie a dam le mfime temps prau- 
quement divisfi ses effectifs ouv- 
ners par deux. “Nous avons gar- 
dfi 28 de nos 52 mficaniciens, qui 
ont fitfi cntrainfis pendant trois 
mois sur les nonvelles machines,” 


souligne le responsable de 
1’usine. Trifis sur le volet, 3s sont 
tous capables de travailler sur 
n’importe quelle Mercedes, des 
plus anciennes au modfile dernier 
cri. Le resultat est fipoustoufiant. 
S’adaptant 4 leurs difffirentes 
caracteristi q ues , Us les resculp- 
tent comme d’autres font 
mum use avec de la p4te 4 mod- 
eler. 

Leur tour de main a rapi de- 
ment sfidirit les ricbes Saoudiens 
et Koweitiens, printipaux clients 
de Fast et qui rfigulifirement se 
dfilestent de 100 000 4 200 000 
francs, histoire de s’offlir une 
voiture un peu plus longue que 
les a utres, dot* des gadgets les 
plus sophistiqufis, et rfipondant 
au doux nom de “Pfitra 1", “Pfit- 
rh 2” ou encore “Jfirash”. “Nos 
prix sont les plus bas du monde, 
soutieut Maurice Khoury. En 
Europe ou aux Etats-Unis, les 
limousines content au moins Ie 
(fouble.” 

Certains se dfiplacent parfois 


t ouvemement israfilien Yizhak 
bamir”. Valery Giscard d’Es- 
taing s’est quant 4 lui bom* 4 
“regretter” le caractere offidel 
dc 1’fivfinemem. 

Quoi qu'3 en soit, ce voyage de 
quarante-huit heures 4 Paris rep- 
resente une Douvclle victoire di- 
plomatique de l’OLP. Victoire 
qui donne de nouveaux argu- 
ments aux pacifist es israfiliens. 
Bien que M. Shamir l’ait qualififie 
“d’atteinte 4 l’amitifi entre Israfil 
et la France", la rencontre Ara- 
fat-Mitterrand a fait encore prog- 
resser la reconnaissance de la 
centrale palestinienne comme in- 
terlocuteur vfiritable. Elle place 
le goavememeut de Tel Aviv 
dans une situation inconfbrtable 
au moment mfime oh les Etats- 
Unis lui demandent de foumir 
une presentation dfitaiUfie, sous 
deux mois, de sa proposition 
d’filections dans les temtoires 
occupfis. (D’ aprfis agences). 


Le reprfisentant personnel de 
Yasser Arafht an Liban, Issam 
Salem, a fit* grifivement bless* 
march 4 Saida par une rafale de 
fusil- mi trailleur. L’attentat, qui 
n’a pas fit* revendiqufi, est inter- 
venu quelques heures seulement 
aprfis I'anivfie du leader de l'OLP 
4 Paris. Un autre responsable du 
Fatha, principale formation de la 
centrale palestinienne, a fit* abat- 
tu mercredi dans la mfime vide. 


effectif 4 partir de vendredi midi. 
Le constil des minsitres de la 
Ligue avait, en outre, spficififi 
que le cessez-le-feu impliquait la 
levfie des blocus de toutes sortes 
imposes par les belligfirants ainsi 
que 1’ envoi d’un corps d’obser- 
vateurs arabes. Les partis pro- 
syriens, quant 4 eux, avaient rfiaf- 
firmfi lundi dans un common: qufi, 
qu’ils faisaient dfipendre la fin des 
combats de la suspension de 1’ac- 
tivitfi de la COM. La dficision du 
gfinfira! Aoun pourrait done dfib- 
loquer le plan de “patification” 
prdnfi par la Ligue arabe. 

L’application du cessez-le-fen 
devrait permettre.en outre, l’ac- 
costage du pfitrofier Penhors, bio- 
que au large de Beyrouth depuis 
lundi par les duels d'artilleries. 
Le navire frangais doit approvi- 
sionner en fuel la centrale filectri- 
que de Zonk, au nord de 
Beyrouth et le trminal de Zahra-. 
ni, au sud de la caitale. L’usine de 
Zouk, qui alimente plus de 2. 
millions de Libannais, ne fonc- 
tionne que trois heures' par jour 
et attend encore 10 000 des 15 000 
tonnes de carburant, offertes par 
la CEE, pour reprendre un fonc- 
tionnement normal. 

M. Salim Hoss, soutenu 

par la Syrie, avait prfisentfi ses 
excuses 4 la CEE, lundi, “pour 
avoir fit* dans i’impossibilitfi de 
tenir ses engagements” 


jusqu'4 Amman avec I’une de 
leurs Mercedes “clas&iques” et 
comm an dent, qui sa simple trans- 
formation en limousine de cinq 4 
six mfitres de long (50 000 F.), qui 
avec en option la tfilfivision, Ie 
tfilfiphone ou encore le rfifrigfir- 
ateur ... “Nous pouvons rfipon- 
dre 4 pratiquement tous les 
souhaits", ajoute le responsable 
de Fast. 

Voiture de chasse 

A condition bien stir que la 
fantaisie du client ne franririsse 
pas certain es limites. “Nous tra- 
vaillons par exemple pour un 
prince saoudien qui nous a de- 
mand* de transformer son 4X4 en 
voiture de chasse. Nous lui instal- 
lons on sifige arrifire surfilevfi 
pour qu’3 puisse tirer du vfihicule 
ou lacber son faucon”. Man- 
ifestement fou de la marque 
ouest-allemande, le mfime client 
a figalement exigfi que 1’avant et 
I’anifire de son automobile “res- 
scmblent 4 une Mercedes 500". 

Malgrfi la vogue des limousines 
dans le Golfe, la compagnie n'a 
pas abandonnfi sa function in- 
itiate d’atelier de mficanique 
auto, auquel la haute sotifitfi jor- 
danienne confie la rfiparation de 
ses voitures, Mercedes ou non. 
“Les ministres et les fonction- 
□aires du Palais font parti e de 
notre dientfile”, lache Maurice 
Khoury, qui sans nommer per- 
sonne ajoute que “certains" ont 
fait redessiner leur BMW ou au- 
tre Volvo afm qu'elle ait la ligue 
d’une voiture de sport. 

Le fulgurant dfiveloppement de 
I’entrepnse n’empficbe pas ses 
proprifitaires de penser dfij4 4 de 
nouveaux services. “Nous espfir- 
ons constnzLre des limousines 
blindfies, car beauooup de gens 
nous le demandent”, prfitise 
Maurice Khoury. En attendant, 
Fast s’apprfite 4 se lancer dans la 
location de certains de ses mod- 
files. “Nous avons six voitures et 
trois chauffeurs qui n'attendent 
plus que l’antorisation du 
gouvernement pour se mettre an 
travaO.” 

Alain Return. 




Horizon talemenL 

1: Font vivre. 2: Elle fiit d'or; eolfive. 3: Commun dans la vallfie du 
Jourdain; parti c indivisible, 4: Demeure animate. 5: A Radii; fin d'annfie; 
article. 6: Initiative de dfifense stratfigique; & la gauche du fils. 7: Note: 
saisons. 8: Pris* par les anthropologues. 9; Sont ainsi. 10: L'infonnation 
doit I’etre; forme d’avoir. 

Verticalement. 

A: Instalteroos. B: Matifire premifire des muariens; dans le calendrier 
m main . C: Attrapfis; ancienne monnaie. D: Spficialitfi; pronom person- 
nel. E: Empire de rautomobile; homme en argot. F: Le temps d’une 
revolution. G: Peut fitre douce ou raids. H: En bonne place sur I’fitalage 
du bouctaer. I: Forme d’fitre; pfiriode; article. J: Pronom personnel; 
tentes; appris. 

(Solution ci-dessous) 


SORTIR 


Ramadan 

Premier marche international 



"La Palestine", la Tunisie. le Pakistan partiripent jusqu’au 
week end prochaio au premier marebe international d’Amman, qui se 
tient au “Ctentre d’exposition” sur la route de l’afiroport. Au o6ie 
des exposants jordaniens, les ambassades des trois "pays invilfis” 
proposen I quelques uns de leurs produits locaux. A dfifaut de trouver 
son bonheur culinaire, vestimentaire ou mobilier auprfis de Tun ou 
Pautre des quelque cents exposants, on peut utilement s’arrfiter au 
stand de I’ambassade de Palestine... et dficouvrir la culture de 
rintifada: Pommes de terre hfirissfies de clous, pierres (qui rempla- 
cent parfois les pompons des keffiehs) et a utres “armes", symboles 
du soulfivement palestinien dans les temtoires occupfis (notre 
photo). On peut figalement faire une balte devant une grande scene, 
install fie au centre de 1’immense hangar, et ficouter les groupes 
folkloriques qui s’y produisent chaque soir devant plus de 10.000 
^pectateuis. On peut enfin noter dans son agenda que le Centre 
international abritera le 10 juin une exposition militaire, 4 1’occasion 
de l’anniversaire de 1’armfie du royaume, et que s’y tiendra du 20 
juillet au 20 aoiit une “funny cars exhibition” d’une cinquantaine de 
voitures europfiennes et amencaines revues et corrigfies par les 
caprices de leurs proprifitaires. 


|A L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 


La rose pourpre 
du Caire 

De Woody Allen, avec Mia Farow, 
Jeff Daniels et Danny Aiello. 

L’extraordinaire aventure de Cfici- 
lia, serve use sans le sou dans une 
petite vxlJe des Etats-Unis & Pfipoque 
de la grande crise. Pour ectiapper A la 
grisaille de la vie quotidienne, elle va 
chaque jour au cinfima. Son film 
favori: "La rose poupre du Caire,” 
une comfidie roraantique dont 1’ac- 
teor principal s’fivade un soir pour la 
rencontrer... 

Centra anMcain, Jeotfi 4 mai ft ltihOG (en 


Bill Cosby 

L’acteur amfiricain exprime, par 
sketches interposes of oooree , i 'in- 
commensurable joie qu'il fiprouve k 
avoir 49 ans. Et ga dure plus d’une 
henre... 

Centra m£ i i u rin. mardi 9 mai A 19 bM 
(en anglais). 

Cin^-club 

En raison du Ramadan, le cinfi- 
dub ne propose que deux stances 
(2Hi00 et 2ln30) aujourd’hui et de- 
main. A partir de samedi, retour aux 
horaires habituels (films respective- 
men I A 13b00, 15h00, 17h00, 19h00et 


21h00). 

Jeudi 4: A man for all seasons et 
Reds. 

Vendredi 5: The accused et work- 
ing girl. 

Samedi 6: Good’bye girl: Julia; 
Anny Hall; The accused; Working 
girl. 

P hnarhe 1: Occ Dew over cuckoo’s 
nest; Carry; Network; Taxi driver; 
Gorillas in the mist. 

Lundi 8: The story of Adele H; 
Turning Bound; Looking for Mister 
Goodbaur; Moonstrike; Francis. 

Mardi 9z Out of Africa; Sophie's 
choice; Gose encounter from third 
kind; Face ro face; Gun with the 
wind. 

Mercredi 10: Touch of class; Paper 
moon; Cabaret; Women in love; 
Ryan's daughter. 

TELEVISION 

“A Chacon sa vif-itf," d’aprfis 
I 'oeuvre de Pirandello, mise en sefine 
par Frangois Pfirier, avec Suzanne 
FI on, Robert Hirch et Guy Trfijan. 

Chronique de la vie quotidienne 
dans une petite vilie iialienne au 
dfibut du sifide, dont les habitants 
n'ont qu’une seule prfioocupation: re- 
trouver I’identitfi d'une femme mys- 
tfirieusement sfiquestrfie. Chacun cul- 
tive sa version des fails d' aprfis les 
“vfirilfis" contra dicto ires offertes par 
les proches de la disparue. (jnrv, 
vendrad 5 mai ft I 7 hl 5 ) 


Solution des mots eroises 

HMizofltnlement. 

I: Espfi ranees. 2: Toison; 6te. 3: Ane; unitfi. 4: Gfte. 5: Lifi; ee; les. 6: 
IDS; pfire. 7: Rfi; filfis. 8: Ossement. 9: Teis. 10: Sourcee; eu. 

VertMmksnent, 

A: Etabhrons. B: Son; Ides. C: Pifigfis; sou. D: Es; je. E: Routes; raec. F: 
Annfie. G: Pente. H: Cdtelette. I: Etfi; fire; le. J: se; OSes; su. 
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S. African ^ 
weapons 


By Arthur Max 

The Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM - The 25-year- 

old arms embargo against South 
Africa has been beaten by cheat- 
ing. smuggling and legal 
loopholes, but it still has stunted 
the growth of South Africa's 
military, according to a book 
published Wednesday. 

Although it claims to be self- 
sufficient. the South African arms 
industry ‘'owes its existence to 
foreign technology.” most of it 
acquired legally, according to 
“embargo disimplemented,” a 
study by Signe Landgren of the 
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute. 

But no matter how inefficient, 
the embargo remained one of the 
few military sanctions which can 
be imposed against South Africa, 
and is valuable as a political 
statement expressing world con- 
demnation of the system of racial 
segregation, Landgren said. 

The United States, Britain, 
West Germany, Japan, France, 
Israel and Italy were among the 
most helpful to South Africa's 
military, according to the study. 

In the latest example of cloak- 
and-dagger acquisitions. French 
police arrested three members of 
a Northern Irish Protestant mili- 
tia and a U.S. businessman last 
Saturday as they delivered stolen 
parts of a blowpipe missile laun- 
cher to a South African diplomat. 

British news reports said the 
state-owned Armscor. the arma- 
ments corporation of South Afri- 
can. apparently supplied small 
arms or cash to Protestant ex- 
tremists in exchange for bluep- 
rints of sophisticated British 
weaponry. 

The United Nations imposed a 
voluntary arms embargo Aug. 7. 
1963 on South Africa and made it 
mandatory in 1977. Sanctions 
were tightened in 1984 with a 
resolution discouraging countries 
from buying South African-pro- 



duced weapons. 

The arms ban often was in- 
effective, and even spurred the 
South Africans to build up their 
own arms industry, the study 
said. 

But it also deprived Pretoria of 
updated weapons systems, res- 
tricted its access to new technolo- 
gies and curtailed its supply of 
spare parts. 

The embargo "has been a limit- 
ing factor to some extent in South 
Africa's efforts to expand its 
military strength." said the study, 
citing U.S. congressional testi- 
mony. 

The study also quoted a 1985 
U.N. report that buying smug- 
gled or black market weapons 
added 20 to 100 per cent to the 
cost of arms procurements. 


“Its possession of nuclear 
weapons remains an open ques- 
tion. but its capacity to produce 
such weapons is equal to that of 
almost any industrial nation in 
Europe.” the book said. 

Unlike Western restrictions on 
technology transfers to the Soviet 
bloc, no multinational organisa- 
tion exists to monitor the embar- 
go against South Africa, and 
there is no list of banned goods to 
guide enforcement, Landgren 
said. 

The 16-nation Cocoai, the 
Paris-based coordinating commit- 
tee for multinational export con- 
trol set up in 1948, has a 300,000- 
item list of military contraband 
that could be applied in the case 
of South Africa. Landgren said. 


But no matter how inefficient, the embargo remained one 
of the few military sanctions which can be imposed against 
South Africa, and is valuable as a political statement 
expressing world condemnation of the system of racial 
segregation. 


fhe embargo can be legally 
circumvented by importing civi- 
lian products with military ap- 
plications. such as electronics and 
telecommunications gear, it said. 

Nuclear technology was one 
area where rhe embargo failed to 
stop South African advances, the 
study said. 

By the time the U.N. ordered a. 
halt to nuclear cooperation, in 
1977, the study said. South Africa 
had acquired weapons-grade 
know-how to go with its vast 
uranium resources, the world's 
second largest reserves. 


South Africa's arms production 
capability was acquired through 
licensing agreements and by 
buying stakes in arms-making 
multinational companies, the 
study said. 

In 1963 South .Africa said it had 
120 foreign licenses. Before the 
embargo was called, Pretoria 
gained licenses to produce 
weapons systems like the French 
Mirage jetfighter, the Israeli 
reshef gunboat and the Scorpion 
sea missile, also Israeli, 
systems. 
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UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF H.E. MINISTER OF TOURISM 


ALIA 


HOTEL 


GATEWAY 

Proudly Presents the 

BULGARIAN FESTIVAL 

From the first day of At Filer Feast till t5th May 1989 The most 
enjoyable Folkloric and Modem Night Dancing in 
addition to Acrobatic and Gymnastic show 


B—fl 


FAMILIES ONLY 
SURPRISES 


Welcome 
Bulgarian Drink 
Open Buffet (Salads 
and Hot Drshes) 
Traditional Bulgarian 
Food and Delicacies 
Special Desserts. 

JD. 10.000 per person 

For reservation please caH: 
Sales Dept. Tel. 08/5 1 000 
buy your tickets from: 
Royal Tours 
IINTEFCON Hotel mtienca c«jrt I 

Tel. 644267-642089 
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Intifadah reaches the U.S. press 


EYEWITNESS Israel delegates 
have worked diligently to get on 
the airwaves and in print so they 
can tell as many people as possi- 
ble about what they saw and 
learned in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

May delegate Eileen Flanagan, 
of New Haven, Connecticut, bad 
articles about the uprising pub- 
lished in the national newsweekly 
In These Times, Philadelphia’s 
Irish Edition, and a local foreign 
affairs newsletter. Another May 
delegate. Dan Misleh. of Oak- 
land, California, wrote an article 
for Stormwamings, the publica- 
tion of the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps-Southwest. 

June delegates have also been 
active. Bob Anderson has 
appeared on Pittsburgh radio 
talksbows and had articles in the 
.Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, The 
News Courier, the University of 
Pittsburgh's newspaper, and the 
Vietnam Veterans’ newsletter. 
David Barsamian of Boulder, 
Colorado, was interviewed by 
radio stations in Portland, Ore- 
gon and Santa Barbara, Califor- 
nia. for a year-end summary of 
the uprising. And the University 
of Buffalo's Generation magazine 
published an illustrated four-page 
article about Craig Mokhiber's 
trip. 

From the July observers, Marji 
Alexa-AHen, of North East, 
Pennsylvania, wrote an article for 
the newspaper of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Northwest Pennsylva- 
nia; Gary Murrell's op-ed piece 
appeared in the December 6 issue 
of the Lfniversity of Oregon’s 
Daily Emerald; Larry Pagnoni, of 
Richmond, Virginia, received the 
city's “Human Rights of the 
Year” award in December; and 
an article by Maggie Meehan 
Beller, of Charleston, West Virgi- 
nia, appeared in the January 1 
issue of the Blue field Daily Tele- 
graph. 

Ron ZirpoJi. who lives in 
Atlanta and Philadelphia, has de- 
veloped contacts with many press 
people in both cities, using slides 
of his trip to break the ice. (n 
Atlanta, he spoke with reporters 
and columnists at CNN, WGST. 
The Atlanta Constitution, and 
The Atlanta Journal. In Phi- 
ladelphia. Zirpoli met with a 
WEBS radio reporter, freelance 
writer Kathy Han, Philadelphia 
Daily News ’writers, the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer s Sunday magazine, 
photo editor, members of the 
Inquirer’s editorial board, and 
with members of the Association 
of Black Journalists. in addition,, 
he participated in a forum broad- 
cast four times on the Interfaith 
Cable Network and appeared on 
a cable television programme in 
New York City with Andrew 
Courtney, another July delegate. 

From the August delegation. 



MILITARY BASE CLOSINGS' AN OPPORTUNITY POP COIMSRSlON 



AN INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN MONTHLY 
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With stones, tax resistance. 

BOYCOTTS. STRIKES, AND FLAGS, 
THE INTIFADA CONFRONTS THE 
WORLD'S FOURTH LARGEST 
MILITARY POWER. PALESTINIANS 
ARE WORKING TO SHAKE OFF 
THE ISRAELI OCCUPATION 
AND TO BUILD A NEW 
STATE THAT Will 
LIVE IN PEACE 
WITH JSRAEL. 



Cover of April 1989 Sojourners magazine featuring articles and photos by November delegate 
Vicki Kemper 


Rebecca Neale of New Jersey 
wrote an article for the Burling- 
ton County Times. Phyllis MaiseT. 
of Punta Gnrda, Florida, has 
been on several television and 
radio shows and has been fea- 
tured in recent articles in the St. 
Petersburg Times, Bradenton 
Herald, and Charlotte Sun. She 
has also written two articles for 
the national APCE Advocate 
(Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educators). Norman 
Finkelstein, of Brooklyn, New 
York, has been a guest on many. 
radio programmes, including- the. 
widely heard Barry Gray Show, 
and in Canada he gave several 
interviews and participated in a 
debate on CBC. Finally. Jac- 
queline Muth, of Durham. North 
Carolina, has appeared on radio 
and television programmes in 


Columbus. Ohio; Huntington, 
West Virginia; and Chapel Hill. 
North Carolina; and has written 
articles for newspapers in Hunt- 
ington. Chapel Hill and Raleigh. 
An article in the Huntington 
Herald Dispatch generated a he- 
ated debate during the last weeks 
of 1988. 

Harriet Katz, a Los Angeles 
member of the peace activists 
delegation, did a moving Christ- 
mas day report for radio station 
KPFK about a familv she had 
visited in Bethlehem 
report, Katz said 
gathered at the 
Palestinian host, “Their ferveni 
desire for peace filled the room.” 

“We want ro Jive with the 
Jewish people in peace, but not 
without our freedom,” said her 
host. 


“We have lost our land, our 
rights, our security, and now we 
are losing our children. We would 
like to stop losing these things.” 
the host told Katz. “People are 
giving everything to the intifada 
— we have nothing now but the 
intifada ." 

Ruth Benn, of New York City, 
wrote a four-page article titled 
“The Occupation Must End" for 
the March issue of The Nonvio- 
lent Activist, the magazine of 
War Resisters League; Jane 


by Miller were printed in The 
Herald and the Idahonian/Daily 
News. - - 

As news editor, of Sojourners 
magazine, Vicki Kemper, of 
Washington, D.C., coordinated a 
special April issue, whose focus 
and cover story are devoted to 
Palestine. J. Dennis Marker, also 
of Washington, has done inter- 
views with The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, The Christ-; 
ian Science Moniror, Monito- 
Radio. The Miami Herald, and. 
National Public Radio. Finally,' 
Connie Hogarth, of White Plains. 
New York, had a piece about 
Palestinian life published in the 
December 21 Gannett Westches- 
ter Newspapers. In particular, 
she wrote about Jabaiia Tefugee 
camp in Gaza where she spent" 
several days with a Palestinian 
family. 

During military-imposed cur- 
fews, when “everyone must stay I 
indoors, sometimes for weeks. . .: * 
phones and electricity are cut off.; 
The only phone working is at the 
small clinic run by UNRWA,” 
wrote Hogarth. 

“The only way to deal with life 
and death emergencies is for 
neighbours to break curfew to get 
on rooftops, or to bang on the 
walls, creating a human tele- 
phone until the message reaches 
the clinic where (he sole ambu- 
lance can respond, if it isn't too 
late. This is the kind of hell 
reminiscent of South Africa. Bui 
it also builds an extraordinary 
unity among people under 
oppression.” 

Hogarth concluded in her arti- 
cle: 

“The intifada will not go away. 
The shaking off of the occupation 
will continue, I am certain, until 
the Palestinian inalienable right 
of self-determination and inde- 
pendent political existence on 
Palestinian soil is recognised.”;' 

Regarding U.S. policy toward 
the conflict, Emerson said. “As 
long as this country supplies fore- 
ign aid to Israel, we are a partici- 
pant in violations of international 
human rights laws.” 

The recent student delegation 
has produced accounts about its 
fact-finding tour on radio and jn 
newspapers in Ohio, Iowa, and 
Wisconsin. Steve. Sosebee, of 
Kent, Ohio, wrote an op-ed 
piece in the Akron Beacon-Jour : 
oal and was interviewed on a 
local radio station in January; 
Bruce Nestor, of Iowa City; 
wrote an article in The Progres- 
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Walt Miller, of Pullman, Oregon, 
was featured in a December 13 
Evergreen article about fhe 
Pale stine- Israel conflict. -The 
Lewiston Tribune published an 
article about his trip, and letters 


spread about her trip to the occu : 
pied territories in the February 27 
issue of The Madisou lnsnrgenr. 
The issue also featured poetry by 
student delegate Jacqueline Lal- 
!ey — Eyewitness Israel report. 


‘Our Nature* versus ‘law of the jungle 


Mounting international concern about the Ama- 
zon forest has prompted President Sarney to set 
out a “hands oft" approach to the issue, insisting 
on Brazil’s right to manage what he sees as its 
own affair. 


By Carlos Castilho 

BRASILIA — Four months after 
the murder of the rubber-tapper 
leader, Francisco “Chico” 
Mendes Ftlho, his murderers still 
go free. 

But the cause which he cham- 
pioned has become headline news 
in newspapers throughout the 
world, provoking several interna- 
tional summit meetings on the 
future of the Amazon forest. It 
has also brought the debate on 
ecology to the centre of Brazilian 
politics. 

The National Council of Rub- 
ber-Tappers, the body founded 
by Chico Mendes to represent 
almost 100,000 casual labourers 
and to preserve the native trees of 
the forest, has already been put 
forward for the Nobel Peace prize 
in 1989 by the Italian Environ- 
mental League. 

Despite the widespread sup- 
port for the rubber-tappers, and 
the Indians of the forest, many 
believe that “the law of the jung- 
le” will continue to rale in Brazi- 
lian Amazonia, for as long as the 
death squads and landowners ac- 
cused of the crimes go un- 
punished. 

For within the jungle itself, 
Mendes' friends and successors 
continue to be persecuted. 
Osmarino Alves, the new leader 
of the- rubber-tappers, was the 
target of a shooting attempt at the 
end of March in Acre province; 


fortunately, he escaped. 

After this murder attempt the 
rubber-tappers decided that they 
would no longer have one person 
at their bead — in order to thwart 
the hired assassins contracted to 
kill their leaders. 

The “hit list", according to the 
Missionary Council for Indian 
Peoples, an organ of the Catholic 
Church, already runs to more, 
than 220 names. Among them is 
Moacir Grecchi, the Bishop of 
Rio Branco, the capital of Acre. 

The mounting domestic and 
world concern about the Amazon 
prompted by these events has led 
President Josd Sarney to launch a 
counter-offensive in response to 
what be sees as the “internationa- 
lisation” of a national issue. 

Speaking in Brasilia in mid- 
April. he declared: “The Ama- 
zon is ours”. He rejected the 
interference of “great powers or 
international organisations” that 
would “dictate to us how to de- 
fend what is ours to defend." 

Imperialism 

Many in Brazil agree with Sar- 



Undated file photo of Brazilian ecologist Francisco Mendes, his two children and wife. 
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ney. They view international in- 
terest in the Amazon as an “im- 
perialist’’ attempt to cash in on its 
abundant resources. 

This harks back to the stand of 
the Brazilian left of the 1960s 
after the controversial U.S. futur- 
ologist, Hermann Kahn, and his 
Hudson Institute put forward the 
idea of creating an enormous 


Amazon lake in order to facilitate 
foreign access to the mineral 
riches of the jungle. 

Today, it has become the ral- 
lying cry for President Samey’s 
plan for the Amazon rainforest: 
“Nossa Nature za" — Our Na- 
ture. 

It is headed by General Bayma 
Denis, the government’s princip- 
al military advisor and head of 
the National Security Council. 

However, to some critics, the 
armed forces as defenders of the 
environment seems to contradict 
their leading role in the 1960s in 
opening roads into the jungle — 
such as the now-abandoned 
Trans- Amazonian. 
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The armed forces were also 
responsible for tbe implementa- 
tion of the “Caiha Norte” (North 
CaJba) project, an ambitious plan 
for military colonisation and 
occupation of the jungle along 
Brazil's frontiers with Venezuela, 
Colombia. Peru and Bolivia. This 
project, whose cost bas been esti- 
mated at SI billion, was conde- 
mned by the church, Indian pro- 
tection organisations and en- 
vironmental groups. 

In announcing Our Nature, the 
government said that the area of 
the Amazon which had been 
deforested was 5 per cent (about 
252,000 square kilometres) of the 
total area of 3.7 million square 
kilometres. 

But this calculation is contested 
by Brazilian scientists, who de- 
nounce what they see as the 
manipulation of numbers. The 
World Bank continues to speak 
of deforestation of 12 per cent. 

The Our Nature programme says 
it aims to create six forest and 
biological reserves, restrict the 
use by gold miners of mercury 
(which has severely polluted 
groundwater in some areas), re- 
duce logging of trees and revise 
the laws concerning Indian re- 
servations. 

Again many critics challenge 
both the Braaliaa government’s 


ability to fund these new prog- 
rammes and to enforce new con-, 
servation rules. Especially «:• 
President Sarney has also ex-; 
pressed reluctance over proposed- ; 
“debt for nature swaps” whereby- : 
Brazil could exchange pledges to' 
preserve tracts of forest for son* 
of its $15 billion foreign debt- 

The government’s so-called 
“green package" marks the be- : 
ginning of a political reaction 
aimed at neutralising non-gov - . 1 
ernmental organisations which, 
since last year, have been in' fhe j 
vanguard of the conservation 
struggle in Brazil. ■ 

Using nationalism and sup- 
ported by the armed forces,. foe . 
government seems to be trying to 
reassume control of the eny&onj 
mental debate in the country Jwd 
to weaken the solidarity which 
has grown informally between 
Brazilian, European and North 
American NGOs since the ass*** 
smatioQ of Francisco Meade 5 - < 

However, the Brazilian ecology 
ist, Jose Lutzenburgr, who woa 
the •• Rigftr Livelihood: Society • 
award' last year, says tba 1 the . 
government’s green rou nietr 
offensive cannot be; seen as any 

more than -a . political -maooenyre 

until the assassins, of = Qa# 
Mendes are brought .to jb£»ee/ » 
Psnos. , ■ . 
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‘Priorities for 
@ilr future 

By Mariam M. Shahin 

This week Dr. Khnri-Bu/os, a Jordanian pediatrician, talks 

Jo foeps on People about ways to ensure "quality control’’ over 
medical treatment 

, Born in Jerusalem and raised ip Nablus and Ramallah, where 
she. graduated from the Friends School for Girls, Khuri-Buios 
attended the American University in Beirut (AUB), with the 
indention of becoming an M.D. After receiving her B.Sc and M.Sc 
with distinction from the AUB she went on to receive her 
doctorate, specialising in pediatrics, from Yale university. She 
alsio specialised in the field of infectious diseases at the University 
of Colorado, where she sat for die U.S. Medical Board 
Examination. . 

y Determined from the very beginning on public service, Khuri- 
.Bulos joined the staff of the pediatrics department at the 
University of Jordan Hospital in 1976. Between 1983-1984 she 
became chairperson of the department of pediatrics. She also 
bolds a teaching post as associate professor at die university. 

, '.Facing no particular difficulties in reaching such a position, 
Khuri-Buios feels that, “although a woman may not always have 
the same opportunities as a man to obtain a particular position, 
once she gets there she is unlikely to face discrimination because 
of her gender.” 

On her service with Jordan’s Medical Board Examinations, 
Kfiuri-Bulos explains: “We had to introduce Jordan’s board 
exams, not to ‘fail’ anyone, bnt rather to ensure a certain quality 
of medical attention, to safeguard tbe patients.” 

. Asked about the rapid advancement-in the medical field and 
bxfyt. countries like. Jordan are coping, she notes: “When I first 
cafoe back to Jordan ift‘1976 we only had one medical conference 
a "year, now we have at least once a month, so that is already a 
tremendous improvement.” Since the conferences are always well 
attended, chances are that they win increase according to 
demand. 

; Asked about malpractice suits in Jordan Khuri-Buios laments: 
“In the United States malpractice soils have become completely 
out of hand. Doctors feel misused and the maliciousness they are 
.often attacked which makes many stop wanting to practice 
medicine at all. This precedent in the U.S. should not be followed 
■ v b£3c*rdan. People must understand that doctors are people and 

- riot-magicians. Not everything is in our hands. There must be 
protection for both patients and physicians.” 

Jordan s Medical Association is responsible for deliberating 

- ami: dealing with malpractice cases. According to Khuri-Buios, 
‘‘medical competents is beyond physicians. Equipments, labor- 
atories, X-ray machines, information facilities are all major 
factors in the quality of tbe practice.” 

■- Although Jordan's hospitals still have some way to go before 
they reach, their counterparts in (particularly) the Western world, 
theV have made tremendous improvements over the last fifteen 
oga^feais.. “Fifteen years ago we were working with the most 
rUdnpental tools of technology, we have come a long way. We 
shod id not expect to be like the United States, but we should be 
■working towards that, and we are.” 

--One. of the areas Khuri-Buios believes changes could be made 
.aCa faster pace in the field of team work or the multi-disciplinary 
.;jjgpiroacfr. “It is absolutely necessary that we have oar patients 
■examined by agroup of doctors with different specialities tf we are 
to impTOve . the_ quality of medical services in Jordan.” 

’-■ One of Jordan's landmarks in medicine that Khuri-Buios 
' proudly points to is 'an almost 100 per cent success in the country’s 

- wive .to ^prevent diseases through immunisation. In 1978 only 
'20-30 per cent of Jordanian children benefited from immunisa- 
-tibn, while today almost 95 per cent of them do. _ 
r.TKhuri-Bufos believes that working at the University Hospital 
jias ; benefited, her a . great deal. In a “teaching environment, 
.phyririans are forced to look at things more critically. Student’s 

Questions proper the professors to do research and self analy sis. 

- Oneiutst not forget that the first class of M.Ds graduated from 
the University of Jordan in 1978.” 

Asked about cooperation and collaboration among medical 
staff in public hospitals Khuri-Buios feels that there is a sufficient 
degree of . both, “Between A1 Bashir, King Hussein Medical 
" Centre and the University of Jordan’s Hospital there is both 
coo Deration and collaboration and this will be strengthened by the 
oewlyi founded National Health Institute, which will act as a 

'^“l^ospitals in' Jordan have been awarded top priority on the 
national level in -the last few years. Now we nave well built 
bb^ftals-and well-trained and educated staff, tbe only area we 
stiM heed, more locall y trained people is in tbe para-medical field. 
Qur eyes have been opened to critical thought and they cannot be 
-dosed. Research, even if on a relatively small scale has become 
i - increasin gly important to Jordanian physicians.” 

. -While Khuri-j3ulos attends several medical conferences abroad 
.egchyear she is well aware that most of her colleagues who work 
-in hospitals or in private practices are not able to do so. “Thus we 
.-have to bring lecturers to Jordan; we have to -bold more 
workshops and seminars right here.” 

_ Asked about the immediate problems she faces in dealing with 
parents of young patients she carefully notes that, “a child’s 
• health depends on its psychological as well as physical well-being. 

■ ’ fin riot sure parents are always aware of a child’s needs, there. 

! . seems to be. an underestimation of the rapacity of every young 

aSd/to [earn. I’m not sure that women in Jordan have readied 

■ their potential or have got anywhere dose to that. The child, of 
coarse, learns from his mother first; therefore, the child’s 

‘potentials are also far from being realised.” 

■ '- Khuri-Buios is encouraged by the often natural attitudes 
women in Jordan have towards self help. “Not everyone can 

-affo rd ready mafU baby foods, many of my patients make their , 
own baby food at home from fresh ingredients and tbe child ren 
:-*re yery healthy.” . 

- Aiiked about reapportioning funds and setting new priorities for 
Jordan’s niwfical institutions, Khuri-Buios says: “Attbou^b the 
. big medical institutions in Jordan have done a good job in 
providing primary health rare, they must now go onwards and 

- ptefrfor research, intensive care units for children, (wind) do not. 

- yet exist, hot is soon to be opened st the University Hospital), and 

.oth^newp^^ . - . 


Moroccans make world’s tallest 


minaret even higher 


By Jonathan Clayton 

Reuter 

CASABLANCA — Moroccan 
workmen building the Grand 
Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca 
have began the tricky task of 
making the world’s tallest 
minaret 28 metres higher. 

The minaret stands on top of 
the unfinished mosque, dominat- 
ing the skyline in Morocco's big- 
gest and busiest city and visible 
from 50 kilometres away. 

After King Hassan II visited 
the site in December, it was 
decided to raise the minaret from 
172 metres to 200 metres. 

“His Majesty felt it was not 
quite high enough- That it was 
not in proportion with the rest of 
tbe mosque. He suggested a few 
other improvements, too,” said a 
City Hall representative. . 

On top of tbe minaret a laser 
beam will pierce the night sky, 
pointing in the direction of 
Mecca. 

Workmen have begun breaking 
tiie dome on top of the minaret to 
allow it to be built higher. 

Tbe work could take months, 
but the original plan of complet- 
ing tbe mosque for King Hassan’s 
60th birthday on July 9 was aban- 
doned long ago. 

“That is a dream that is now 
impossible to achieve,” the repre- 
sentative said. Intricate carvings 
and hand-tilings by Moroccan* 


masons and master craftsmen in- 
ride the mosque could take 18 
months to complete. 

About 4,000 workers toil round 
the dock — even during the 
current month of Ramadan — to 
finish the budding as soon as 
possible. 

The mosque will be the largest 
in the world outside Islam’s holy 
places in Mecca and Medina in 
Saudi Arabia. . 

Designed by French architect 
Michel Pinseau, a personal friend 
of tbe king, r he mosque will be 
200 metres long, 100 metres wide, 
and 60 metres high. 

It will accommodate 100,000 
worshippers, 20,000 inside and 
80,000 in a huge courtyard out- 
ride. There will be a separate 
prayer hall for women , a religious 
school, a museum and a library. 

The mosque faces directly to- 
ward the sea and dykes have been 
built to hold back the sea while 
the building is completed. They 
will then be removed and the 
building will appear to float on 
water. 

Breakers have been built to 
ensure waves do not rock the 
building. 

The mosque is the most ambi- 
tious non-military construction 
project ever undertaken in the 
country. It is also one of tbe most 
expensive. 

Estimates of its cost range as 


high as $360 million — one tenth 
of the government's entire budget 
for 1989 and ten times capital 
expenditure in tbe health sector 
this year. 

Much of the money was raised 
by a controversial public dona- 
tion campaign. At its peak last 
summer, the country was awash 
with rumours of officials badger- 
ing people into paying more than 
they wished. 

The ministry of interior denied 
the allegations, saying investiga- 
tions found no such cases. 

King Hassan personally contri- 
buted $800,000 to the fund. 

“Your contributions, even of a 
dirham (about 12 cents), will 
mean that you have built a mos- 
que” be said. 

Gifts from Saudi Arabia, other 
Gulf nations and from private' 
individuals are also helping to 
pay. Former French Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua donated 
$8,200 during a recent holiday in 
Morocco. 

Other visiting politicians have 
done likewise. 

Casablanca already has about 
300 mosques, but dty officials say 
the Hassan II mosque will be- 
come the focal point of the coun- 
try's commercial capital. 

Nearby slums are be de- 
molished and the city’s main ave- 
nue extended up to the entrance 
of the mosque. 
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Information anxiety 


By Jodie Glove 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — If the stock 
market has you baffled, if the 
Richter scale has you dizzy, if 
you’re likely to lie about having 
read that 550-page report still 
sitting on your desk, you’ve got 
information anxiety. 

Richard Sanl Wurman, the 
fast-talking author of a new 
American book on the subject, 
believes thousands, pci haps mil- 
lions, of people suffer from the 
condition. 

“It’s saying, ‘I just can’t keep 

? >.” It’s that feefirig of pressure. 

ou know it, I know ft. Admit it, 
everyone does,” he says. 

“It’s that feeling that Jerry 
Smith down the street can put 
together the bicycle and you 
don’t know how that they can 
programme their VCR 
(Videocassette Recorder) to re- 
cord dungs 14 days ahead of time 
and you can't... that he’s read the 
big, fat report sitting in your box 
and you can’t because it just 


doesn’t make any sense, so you 
have to lie and say, l oh yeah, that 
was a pretty good report.’” 

That, says Wurman, is what 
society’s latest high-tech malady 
has done — turned humans into 
masses of lying, quivering jelly 
brains, too afraid to admit they 
don't know or don't understand. 

Wurman argues that informa- 
anxiety is a result of the 
societal demand that every- 
one become well-rounded 
culturally, coupled with the fact 
that much of the information 
being dispersed does not really 
inform. 

“It’s just stuff, or data, and I 
refer to it as tbe non-information 
explosion,” he said. 

Wurman blames the education 
system. He says schools leach 
that “it’s better to say, ‘I know’ 
than T don’t know'. It’s better to 
answer a question than ask a 
question. ...a longer report is a 
better report." 

His new book is aimed at calm- 
ing anxiety sufferers by providing 




such common-sense ideas as: 

— Allow periodicals to stack 
up before ripping out individual 
articles of interest, thereby reduc- 
ing a preponderant pQe to small 
stacks of what Wurman calls “in- 
terest shards.” The idea: if 
there’s less to look at, there’s less 
anxiety. 

— Make a list of terms yon use 


or hear often, but don’t really 
understand (computer lingo, 
market futures, the Richter scale) 
and make a point to learn what 
they mean, one at a time. 

— Never nod your- bead at 
something you don’t understand. 
Practice saying, “I don’t under- 
stand,” in front of a mirror. Tbe 
sooner you admit you don’t 


know, the sooner you can actual- 
ly learn. 

Wurman admits his book is full 
of a lot of things that people 
always knew, but having them 
published “gives it the kind of 
justification to say it out loud for 
tbe first time.” 

. Wurman is an architect by 
training but is better known as an 
architect of information. 

“I realise bow ignorant J am. 
I'm more knowledgeable about 
my ignorance than perhaps any- 
body I know. When I don’t 
understand things, 1 often do a 
book about them,” says the 53- 
year-old writer, who has turned 
his thirst for knowledge into a 
thriving business. 

The result has been 26 “access” 
books that include guides to the 
1984 Olympics, medical terms 
and his latest, a guide to the Wall 
Street Journal, whit* walks read- 
ers through a jungle of financial 
jargon. 

Though pessimistic about en- 
ding information anxiety, Wur- 
man believes that within a de- 


cade, the nation’s data dflemma 
will spawn a new, multibilli on- 
doll ar industry: the understand- 
ing business. 

“Newspapers will begin hiring 
people not just to style their 
newspapers but to make them 
understandable,” he said. “Some 
bold news programme on televi- 
sion will do that, and we’ll actual- 
ly have a weather map that you 
can understand. 

“And business reports won’t 
talk about Mis, M2s and M3s 
(varying methods to measure the 
U.S. money supply), which ev- 
erybody thinks are bus lines. It 
will be information that people 
can use.” 

Because be understands this, 
he's gotten a jump on the com- 
petition and created a new busi- 
ness, venture, the understanding 
business. 

Now that’s using common 
sense, which is what Wurman 
says in his books, his business and 
his life are all about. 

“I already told you,” he says 
smiling,” I’m not that smart.” 


Elementary school ‘most 
important of all’ in South Korea 


By Kelly Tunney 

Tbe Associated Press 

SEOUL — On a school day, 
2,100 pairs of shoes are lined in 
neat rows outside classroom at 
Wonchon elementary. At day’s 
end, the shoes are filled again and 
2,100 book bags are crammed 
with homework assignments. 

Removing one's shoes before 
entering school is as much a part 
of South Korea's culture as daily, 
assigned homework is part of its 
education. 

“Elementary school is the most 
important school of all,” said 
Kim Yong-Soo, the principal. “It 
comes first, and habits must be 
trained in children from the be- 




ginning." 

Wonchon is an average-sized 
city school in an affluent area of 
higb-rise apartments in Seoul. It 
is an example of why South Ko- 
rean students score among tbe 
highest in international surveys of 
academic achievement. 

Slides, a pink-and-yellow jung- 
le gym and wooden benches line 
the field whee hundreds of chil- 
dren kick soccer balls and play 
games during the daily 40-minute 
recess period allotted for lunch 
brought from borne. The school 
also has 20 minutes of exercises 
led by a teacher each morning, 
usually outside. 

By American standards, Won- 
chon is crowded. Its 40 clas- 


srooms average 53 students each, 
slightly below the national aver- 
age of 56. 

Youngsters wear coats over the 
jeans, corduroy pants and bright- 
ly coloured sweaters and scarves 
to keep warm in classrooms deco- 
rated with handmade yarn anim- 
als and clay pots. In summer, die 
same rooms can be sweltering. 

At Wonchon, like most 
schools, the drinking water has to 
be boiled because of impurities. 
Some other schools in Seoul have 
outside toilets. 7 

Kim said the strength of a 
Wonchon education lies in pa- 
rents’ support, homework, stan- 
dard textbooks, the long school 
year (220 days — five full days a 


week, half a day Saturday) and 
the teacher’s unchallenged au- 
thority to assign work and de- 
mand the best performance no 
matter how much of a sudtent’s 
tune ft consumes. 

Learning in tbe first grade 
emphasises string still, focusing 
on tbe teacher and listening. Kim 
said concentration can be taught. 

Tbe school day starts at 8:40 
a.m. , although students are inside 
15 to 30 minutes in advance. 
Classes run to about 12 '30 p.m. 
for first-graders and 2:30 for 
sixth -graders, although special 
projects can keep them there 
longer. 

A constant at Wonchon and 
other schools is daily homework, 


also assigned for weekends and 
vacations. Parents are expected 
to help. It starts at atout a 
half-hour per subject in first 
grade and increases to up to two 
boms or more per subject for fifth — 
and sixth-graders. 

Wonchon has a vocational 
training room with cooking and 
carpentry tools, a television stu- 
dio to beam educational prog- 
rammes to classrooms and a sci- 
ence lab. 

Kim said students are “not 
allowed” to fail or repeat a grade. 
Children needing extra help are 
placed in one of two special clas- 
srooms for a few days to a few 
months until they catch up and 
return to their regular dass. Six- 


teen children received help in a 
recent four-month period. 

Teachers aim at the average 
students, he said, encouraging 
the more gifted to leap ahead to 
another grade. 

Wonchon was part of a two- 
year experiment to teach grade- 
school science with more experi- 
ments and questions instead of 
the rote memorising on which 
■most Korean instruction is based. 

Kim, also a former science 
teacher, said the approach was 
better for teachers and more in- 
teresting for students. He said 
Korean education needs im- 
provement and he hopes the “in- 
quiring science approach” will be 
used in all schools. 


I 


V- 


•xV 










m 






Sfc: 


I m 

I 

RHB 


... ** 






* 


& 


V;-- 




* 




... V 


p 








-V 


A 












& 








\ 




/ 




A 










JORDAN TIMES, THURS&AY -FRIDAY MAY IS, »» ' 


Iraq seeks technology transfer 1 ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

for emergency arms industry 

m* ** . • . rm WASHINGTON TAP) — Prices oaid bv consumers in 


BAGHDAD (AP) — ■ Iraq is driving to build up a 
sophisticated arms industry to rival those in indus- 
trialised nations and is seeking significant technology 
transfers from East and West, officials said 
Tuesday. 


The officials spoke at the end 
of a major five-day military ex- 
hibition in Baghdad that show- 
cased weapons and equipment 
already being produced by Iraq's 
emerging arms industry. 

“Time is our only hindrance to 
overcoming difficulties and join- 
ing the ranks of advanced coun- 
tries." the minister of industry 
and military industrialisation, 
Hussein Kamel, told a news con- 
ference at the end of the exhibi- 
tion. 

However. Iraq's war debt of an 
estimated S60-S70 billion and a 
lack of advanced military tech- 
nological base are also seen by 
military analysts as major obsta- 
cles. 

They said that, like Iran which 
is also striving to develop its own 
arms industry, Iraq was likely to 
use oil barter deals to help pay for 
the technology it seeks. 


Iraq, which spent an estimated 
$50 billion on defence during the 
eight-year war with Iran, is aim- 
ing at self-sufficiency in most 
military sectors and has hopes of 
eventually becoming an arms ex- 
porter. 

But officials and analysts, not- 
ing that peace talks with Iran 
have deadlocked with little sign 
of a breakthrough, said Baghdad 
was concerned that war with Iran 
could erupt again and that Iraq 
could be involved in another 
Arab-Israeli war in the future. 

Superpower detente could also 
hamper Iraq's acquisition of adv- 
anced weapons in the future. 

The state-run Military Indus- 
trialisation Organisation exhi- 
bited Soviet T-72 tanks made 
under licence along with howit- 
zers, mortars, long- and medium- 
range missiles, artillery guns, tor- 
pedos, military boats, various 


calibres of ammunition and the 
whole spectrum of light infantry 
weapons. 

Experts are sceptical that the 
Iraqi missiles and other sophisti- 
cated weaponry was produced by 
Iraqis alone. The missiles were 
believed to be based on Soviet- 
designed weapons. 

Nonetheless, the wide range of 
Iraqi weapons displayed at the 
exhibition, in which some 150 
companies from 28 countries took 
part, underlined the advances 
made in arms production in die 
last few years. 

Before the Gulf war erupted in 
September 1980, Iraq had virtual- 
ly no domestic arms manufactur- 
ing capability at all. During the 
war, it depended on foreign arms- 
suppliers, particularly the Soviet 
Union and France. 

Amid a major upgrading of 
Iraq’s armed forces following the 
Aug. 20 ceasefire in the Gulf war, 
the military industrial sector is 
considered one of the largest and 
fastest growing in the country. 

The transformation has meant 
the creation of a host of new 


Iran offers fighter repairs 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Iran, 
whose air force relies on U.S.- 
designed planes, is looking for 
contracts to .repair fighters for 
other countries, an Iranian de-* 
fence source said Tuesday. 

“We can provide spares and 
repair given the right proposals. 
We can handle F-4s, F-5s and 
other U.S.-designed aircraft,” he 
said in an international arms fair 
which opened Tuesday. 

He would give no other details 
and did not say whether any 
country had approached Iran for 
jet repairs. 

■ Iran was among nearly 30 
countries, including Britain, Chi- 
na, Oman, Romania, Pakistan. 
South Africa and the -United 
States, represented at the five- 
day international defence equip- 
ment and avionics exhibition in 
Ankara. 

Tehran displayed its domesti- 


cally-made Sbahin (Hawk) and 
Oghab (Eagle) ground-to-ground 
missiles, used in its eight-year war 
with Iraq, aircraft components 
and remotely piloted reconnaiss- 
ance planes. 

The Iranian sources said that 
the two reconnaissance drones on 
show, each some 12 feet (four 
metres) long, had an operating 


pliers was cut. 

Meanwhile, Iran will invest 
$1.8 billion in its petrochemical 
industry over the next five years ' 
in order to cut imports and be- 
come a net exporter of petroche- 
mical products, the official Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported Tuesday. 

Ahmad Rahgozar, bead of die 


range of 240 kilometres but gave ■ sta te-run National Petrochemical 


no flying duration. 

Iran also exhibited artillery 
shells, small calibre ammunition 
and radio equipment. 

Iran’s air force was equipped 
mainly with U.S.-designed air- 
craft and helicopters before the 
1979 Islamic revolution over- 
threw the shah. 

During the Gulf war. Iran 
gained experience in servicing its 
jets and producing spare parts, 
sometimes by cannibalising other 
aircraft, after access to U.S. sup- 


Co.. said in an interview with the 
oil ministry monthly, Petroleum 
Newsletter that "Iran’s strategic 
goal is to export products other 
than oil/* IRNA reported. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Rahgozar as 
saying in the interview that Iran 
was keen to export petrochemical 
products because they multiply 
the value of a barrel of crude oil 
tenfold. 


enterprises and sectors in Iraq’s 
defence industrial base. 

Officials declined to speedy 
government allocations for milit- 
ary industrial sector. But Arab 
and Western analysts estimate 
that as much as $20 billion will be 
spent on it over the next few 
years. 

One of Iraq’s top priorities is to 
develop an aerospace industry. 
Arab sources, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said there are 
believed to be plans to establish 
an aircraft plant involving high 
technology in the northern city of 
Mosul. 

Officials said Iraq was con- 
sidering building a shipyard on its 
Gulf coast, but they did not say 
what kind of vessels would be 
built or whether foreign aid was 
involved. 

Officials during the exhibition 
that they are negotiating with the 
French Dassault Company to 
build the supersonic Mirage-2000 
jet fighter under licence. 

They said they have 
approached the Soviet Union for 
similar deal involving the MiG-29 
fighter, NATO codename Ful- 
crum. 

The Soviets provided Iraq's 
powerful air force with an unde- 
termied number of MiG-29s last 
year and Kamel disclosed that 
Baghdad is negotiating to buy 50 
Mirage-2000s from France. 

While Dassault is said to be 
considering a package involving 
technology transfer and upgrad- 
ing Iraq’s Mirage FI fighters, 
widely used in attacks on Iranian 
tankers in the Gulf during the 
war, Soviet officials declined all 
comment. 

The Soviets took a surprisingly 
low profile during the exhibition, 
apparently to avoid jeopardising 
Moscow’s warming relations with 
Iran. 

Officials were reluctant to say 
which countries and companies 
were helping Iraq develop its 
military industries. 

But informed sources said that 
apart from the Soviet Union and 
France. Brazil, China, Argentina 
and other countries have also 
helped. 


Third World inflation soars to 58% 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Prices paid by consumers in Third 
World countries jumped an average 58.3 per cent last year, up 
from 35.7 per cent in 1957, the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) reported. The average rise in the United States and a score 
of other industrial countries was only 3.3 per cent, a rise from 2.9 
per cent. Inflation figures for the Third World- were heavily 
influenced by Latin America — Brazil's 682 peT cent, Argentina’s 
343 per cent and Mexico's 114 per cent. Mexico reported a 
slow-down from last year's 132 per cent but Brazil and Argentina 
were moving up. Argentina's annual rate was over 387 per cent in 
December, and Brazil's 1,170 per cent in January. Nicaragua 
surpased them all with 10/205 per cent for 1988 and an annual rate 
of just under 24,000 per cent m December but the country is too 
small to count for nmch in the overall average. There was also a 
rise of inflation in Aria, to 1 1 .6 per cent from 7.3 per cent. China’s 
rate was up beyond 20 per cent. Returns from Africa and the 
Middle East were too fragmentary for an overall figure. 

Strike shuts main Moroccan refinery 

RABAT (R) — Production at Morocco's largest oil refinery has 
been halted because of a strike by more than 1,000 workers, the 
Democratic Labour Confederation (CDT) union said Wednes- 
day. A CDT spokesman told Reuters the oil refining, gas and 
lubricants divisions were halted three days ago by the stoppage at 
the 3 . 5- million - tonne- a -y e ar refinery. The strike began April 19 
and has been extended for 48 hours at a time in support of 
demands for higher pay, improved working conditions and other 
benefits. The latest 48-hour extension began at noon Tuesday. 
The CDT said white collar employees were at work but 
maintenance staff were on strike and there had been equipment 
breakdowns. 

U.S. loan helps Algeria buy Boeings 

WASHINGTON (AP) — An easy U.S. government loan and 
loan guarantee of $215 milli on is helping Algeria buy three* 
Boeing 767-300 passenger jets, the U.S. Export-Import (Exim) 
Bank announced Tuesday: Algeria will have 12 years to repay the 
loan of $158 million at 8.95 per cent interest. A loan of S56.9 
million was arranged by Gtibank of New York, with Exim's 
guarantee. The Algerian government, which owns the airline Air 
Algerie will pay $37.8 million in cash. Boeing has been a frequent 
beneficiary of loans from the Exim. It has helped the sale of 23 , 
Boeings to Algeria alone, the last of which were four Boeing 727s | 
in 1979. Exim bank encourages the sale of U.S. goods to other 
countries by arranging favourable financing, in competition with 
credit agencies of other industrial countries. It has helped $200 
billion worth of U.S. sales since it was founded in 1934. 

Cray reports big drop in earnings 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Cray Research Inc., which holds a 
mammoth share of the world’s supercomputer market, has 
reported a nearly $25 million first-quarter loss and said second- 
quarter earnings also could be down. The company reported 
first-quarter net earnings of $1.5 million, or 5 cents a share, down 
from first-quarter earnings of $26.39 million, or 85 cents a share 
for the same period in 1988. First-quarter revenue was $116.1 
million, compared with $145.8 million for the 1988 quarter. 
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shop at Amra Hotel Shopping Centre. 

* Jewelry in 21 and 18 carat gold 

* Precious gems 

* Gifts made of precious and 
semi-precious stones. 


Visit our unique shop at Amra Hotel 
Shopping Centre. 
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‘To live well, a nation must produce well ’ 

Study calls for grass-roots changes in U.S. 




NEW YORK (AP) — A new 
study shows that since the eco- 
nomy is becoming global, U.S. 
managers should know more ab- 
out foreign cultures and ways of 
doing business to help restore 
U.S. competitiveness. 

The study shows that grass- 
roots changes by companies, 
labour unions, schools and work- 
ers also are needed. 

While government has a role to 
play, changes that come from the 
bottom up are essential to impro- 
ving the nation's lagging produc- 
tivity, the two-year study by Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy (MIT) concludes. 

Tire report by MIT scientists, 
engineers and economists, called 
“Made in America,’’ pegs weak- 
ness in U.S. industry as the big- 
gest threat to the nation’s stan- 
dard of living and security. 

“To live well, a nation must 
produce well/' says the lead sent- 
ence in the study. 

Among the three principal au- 
thors is Robert Solow, who won 
the 1987 Nobel prize in economic 
s cienc e and is vice chairman of 
MIT's Commission on Industrial 
Productivity. 
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FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 


The other main authors are 
Michael Dert ouzos, chairman of 
the commission and a professor 
of electrical engineering and com- 
puter science, and Richard Les- 
ter, executive director of the 
commission and an associate pro- 
fessor of nuclear engineering. 

In an optimistic conclusion, the 
study says that if the right steps 
are taken, “this nation has every 
chance of entering the 21st cen- 
tury displaying the same dynam- 
ism that characterised its indust- 
rial performance throughout 
much of the present century.” 

The MIT study differs from 
many others in that it does not 
focus on such economic issues as 
the high cost of capita] in the 
United States and the shortage of 
national savings. 

Instead, it focuses on what it 
calls an excessive concern with 
short-term profits; outdated 
corporate strategies that focus 
too much on mass production and 
the domestic U.S. market and 
lack of cooperation within and 
among U.S. companies. 

It also puts the blame on neg- 
lect of people, technological fai- 
lures in translating discoveries 
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FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, spacious salon with dining room, sitting 
room, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, 2 verandas — one of (hem 
glassed-in, wall to wall carpet, telephone, two garages with 
central heating. 

Building’s total area 300 square metres, garden's area 900 
square metres. 

Location: Um Uthaina 

Call tel: 814175 morning and evening. 


FOR SALE 


1986 HONDA ACCORD EX (all options, including A/C, 
AM/FM/Cassette Stereo, Sun Roof), 47,000 k.m. 

DUTY NOT PAID. JD 4,000. 


into products, and unwise public 
policies. 

For industry, the main recom- 
mendation is to focus on steady, 
continuous improvements in the 
production process. That involves 
meeting customers' demands for 
higher quality, faster delivery and 
more custom-tailoring. 

To hurry thiags along, com- 
panies should go to work on 
designing products and the pro- 
cesses for making them before 
the research and development is 
even complete, the study says. 

Suppliers should be treated as 
allies rather than adversaries, the 
study says. Since the economy is 
becoming global. U.S. managers 
should know more about foreign 
cultures and ways of doing busi- 
ness, it says. 

Companies should cultivate a 
work force that is more involved 
in the company's welfare, less 
specialised, and continuously 
learning, the study says. 

Labour representatives should 
be accepted as “legitimate and 
valued partners in the innovation 
process,” the report asserts. 

. But it also says traditional 
labour-union stands on work 
rules, job security and compensa- 
tion “need to be revised to fit a 
world of changing technologies, 
international competition and a 
more educated work force." 

For government, it recom- 
mends taking steps to raise pri- 
vate savings and cut the federal 
budget deficit; opening foreign 
markets; making labour laws 
more flexible; supporting re- 
search and development and 
making military spending more 


efficient. 

It also recommends using tax 
and credit legislation to make it 
harder and more expensive to 
raise large .sums of money for 
corporate takeovers and buyouts. 

On education, it says govern- 
ment should get schools to prom- 
ote “technological literacy” and 
encourage companies to do more 
on-the-job education and 
training. 

The study acknowledges that 
many companies are too small to 
do extensive education and train- 
ing, while others are afraid that 
employees will quit and take their 
newly acquired skills elsewhere. 

In contrast, the study says. 
West German and Japanese em- 
ployers feel they have a stake in 
maintaining 3 national reservoir 
of skilled workers. 

It is unlikely that U.S. em- 
ployers will ever feel that way, 
but incentives c«uld be devised to 
bring about the same result, foe 
study says. 

Hie main thrust of the study is 
how to improve the output of 
U.S. factories. Ford Motor Co. 
and Xerox Corp. are cited as 
examples of companies that snap- 
ped back in the 1980s in the face 
of stiff foreign competition. 

“The United States, with a 
fourth of worldwide production 
and consumption, cannot live off 
its research alone,” the study 
says. 

Pioneering new products is a 
successful approach for individual 
entrepreneurs, the study says, but 
most of the money is made in 
mass production. 


Call 660100 ext 1031. 
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Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

For reservation call AQABA 
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THE BANI HAMIDA WOMEN’S 
RUG WEAVING SPRING EXHIBITION 

Will be held at Abu-Jaber Estate 

On Friday & Saturday 12 & 13 May 1989 
Between 1Q;00 a*m. - 4:30 p.m. 
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FURNISHED STUDIO 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of one bed- 
room, salon with telephone 
and deluxe furniture. 

MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 


Tel: 685342, 642975 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
KINDERGARTEN CLASS 
^ AUTUMN TERM 1989 

The ICS will open an English-language Kindergarten 
Class beginning next September Term for children 
aged 3r4 years. Children of all nationalities are 
welcome and the children do not need to know any 
English before they start. 

me children will attend School from 7.45 am - 
12.30 p.m. 

A bus service will be available in most cases. 

The fee will be JD 1 50 per term (3 terms per year). There 
is a registration fee of JD 50 set against the first term's 
fees. 

For further Information please telephone the 
School Secretary on 84107B. 
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Saudi monarch predicts 
$26 oil price in 1990 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — .King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia said oil 
prices could rise to $26 a_ barrel at 
the be ginning of 1990 if OPEC 
member states adhered to pre- 
scribed production quotas, 
according to an interview pub- 


lished Wednesday. 

Fahd was quoted as saying, “if 
OPEC countries stick to the pro- 
duction ceiling, I think oil prices 
will improve and may rise to $26 a 
barrel.” 

“Prices of some crudes reached 
$23 recently. When I say oil 
prices will reach $26, I predict 
this will happen at the beginning 
of tbe new year. However, this 
depends on the adherence to the 
output ceiling,” Fahd said. 

The Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries restricted 
output for its 23 member states to 
an 18.5 million barrel per day 
aggregate production ceiling as of 
Jan’ 1 Prices for the first time in 
three years exceeded the $18 per 
barrel level the group had been 
seeking. 

OPEC's ministerial session, 
scheduled for eariy June in Vien- 
na is widely expected to consider 
raising tbe production ceiling by 
1-1.5 milli on barrels per day to 
accommodate demands for high- 
er individual quotas . by some 
members. 

Fahd. whose country is the 
predominant OPEC nation, last 
week was quoted as saying pro- 
duction ceiling increases were 
possible after careful study of the 
market. In this interview be did 
not address foe possibility but 
indicated he sought adherence to 
whichever production ceiling 
OPEC agreed upon. 

Fahd attributed the price im-. 

Oil prices fall 

LONDON (R) — OO prices are 
in retreat because of prospects 
of rising OPEC and North Sea 
supply. The current June con- 
tract has dropped below $20. It 
fefl 86 cents to $19.80 while 
North Sea Brent Mend crude 
futures Wednesday were at tbe 
lowest in seven weeks around 
$17.75. One reason, traders 
said, is that they expect tbe 
return to the market some time 
this month of 472,000 barrels 
per day (b/d) of gasoline-rich 
British oil that was halted by a 
gas explosion on April 18 on a 
North Sea pumping platform. 



King Fahd 

provement to the squeeze of pro- 
duction and the cohesion of 
OPEC ranks. “As a result of 
output limitation, prices im- 
proved and reached a good 
level/’ he said. 

Occasional retreats were due.to 
market speculation and foe juices 
bounce back at the end of the 
week, be said. 

“OPEC should remain a cohe- 
sive organisation because foe 
mose it maintains its cohesion, 
foe higher prices become/' he 
said. “The production ceiling op- 
tion remains better than the price 
war.” He was referring to OPEC 
member states undercutting of 
prices that prevailed before the 
Jan. 1 accord went into effect. 

The Saudi monarch denied that 
Saadi Arabia was violating its 
output quota and indicated other 
OPEC members were sticking to 
their quotas. 

The Saudi monarch said be was 
satisfied with tbe cooperation 
from non-OPEC producers, men- 
tioning among these the Soviet 
Union which he said reduced its 
production level by five per cent. 
Wheat subsidies to remain 

A1 Seyassah also quoted King 
Fahd saying that his country 
would keep paying large subsidies 
to its wheat farmers. 

“The government will not stop 
its agricultural support, especially 
for wheat agriculture,” the 
Kuwaiti newspaper quoted King 
Fahd as saying. 

“There is a big sector of 
citizens who practise agriculture 
and we want them to continue so 
we can develop it farther/’ he 
said. " ’ * 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


■ Wednesday, May 3, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sidling 
De utsche mark 
Swiss franc 


538.0 542.0 
903.6 913.1 
284.4 287.1 
318.9 322.7 


Fran* franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
DMch guilder 

Swedish crown 
Italian tin (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


S4.1 85.0 

400.6 404J 
2510 2543 

83.8 84.6 

38.9 39 .2 
135.9 137.1 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
foe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6832/42 
1.1810/20 
1.8902/12 
2.1320/30 
1.6830/40 
39.56/59 
6.3830/80 
1382/1383 
134.20/27 
6.4140/90 
6.8560/610 
7.3550/600 
376.50/376.9 0 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

^ ^ — 

By Reuters 

SYDNEY — A wave of enthusiasm for industrial stocks led the 
market to a stronger close. The All Ordinaries index was 12.3 
points higher at 1,504.9. 

TOKYO — Japanese markets are dosed until Monday, May 8- " 

HONG KONG — Prices closed virtually un cb anged after a seesaw 
trading day with attention focused on political developments in 
China. The Hang Seng index dropped 1.15 points to 3,155-22- 

SINGAPORE — - Institutional and small investor . buying sent 
prices up in brisk trading and the Straits Times industrial index 
closed 18.92 points up at a post-crash high of 1,284.87. J 

. BOMBAY — Scattered buying by state-owned financial tnsfltu - 
tions helped shares close mixed in moderate, trading. The market 
ckwed lower following Tuesday's steep fall as the possibility of 
. early elections sparked renewed long. liquidation. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended mostly firmer after, a madoate v 
sesaon, led higher by scattered technical demand for .speciality 
stocks. The DAX index rose 6.06 points to 1368.60. ~ - 

ZURICH — Prices closed easier across the board in listless trading 
ahead of Thursday's Ascension' Day holiday; Technical problems 
made the all-share Swiss index unavailable; ' ' 

PARIS — French share .prices extended ; losses ,fo- vei>.quiet . 
trading after foe finance minister’s forecast for Aprrj- inflati oa ~ . 
about 0.6 per cent after March’s Q.T rer ^'depressed 
sentiment. * ; 


LONDON — Shares languished -near fte/dayVio^in 
afternoon business as a weaker WallStreetadded to general tec* 


of conviction in foe maikeL At 1440 GMT ittfibopC 

was down 6.8 points at 2996A 


NEW. YORK — - Tbe broad market rera 
directionless although special situations 
The Dow fefl 4 pomte to 2^98 ? : / : 
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ffemous Harlem 
jpdufi'to make' their' 




inihg their Winston 
World-Tour. have been 
b^rnany names. They 
‘“Magicians of 
% America’s Ambas- 

feSbort Pants" and even’ 

Hardcourt.” 

'_;.^^^>GirO , be trotters phe- 
mracotro began on January 7, 

. the newly formed 

its debut match in 
-ffinfciey; Illinois, before a crowd 
Spectators. 

"’-tS^e: then' the team has played 
a^al of ib^Sl games, and won 
^^dcredible 16,550 of them. 

. .^Nfenyof the people associated 
Globetrotters have nick- 
nances of the .'Red KJotz’ variety. 
Making a welcome return to the 
chant 'to time for their Arab 
World Tom will be ‘Sweet’ Lou 
IDitnbar. ‘Sweet Lou’ hardly 
sounds an appropriate name for 
an .athlete measuring 6’9” in 
height, hot Lou has always en- 
joyed making people laugh and 
his .temperament off-court is as 
amiable and fun-loving as it is 






are coming to town 


when he is wearing the famous 
red, white and blue Globetrot- 
ters' kit. 

Another player in this year's 
squad, Larry Coleman, smiles 
when asked bow he got the nick- 


Official tells of stripping 
Johnson of his medal 


name ‘Shorty’. 

“When you play basketball 
with a bunch of guys who are well 
over 6* tail j*t 5’ 1 1” they think that 
I'm a midget," Larry explained. 
"Sines? I'm not as tall as a lot of 
the guys. I've always had to 
approach the game with intelli- 
gence and high eaergy. I've work- 
ed hard on ray dribbling and my 
shooting too." 


Larry's work certainly payed 
Off, as be is now considered to be 
one of the most dazzling dribblers 
ever to handle a basketball. 

Curley Johnson, making his 
debut in the Gulf, enjoys reveal- 
ing how he got his nickname, 
‘Boo’. "My dad. Curley Sr., was 
a player in a team opposing the 
Globetrotters some years back," 
he smiles. "He gave me the nick- 
name ’Boo' so that whenever I 
heard fans yelling ’Bool’, I would 
know they were cheering me on!” 

Possibly one of the world's 
most astounding athletes. Billy 
Ray's lean 6'6” body doesn’t 
appear to have an ounce of fat 
anywhere. A truly great leaper, 
Billy Ray is known for his slam 
dunks and bounding twenty-foot 
jump shots. He gets such 
tremendous lift in his jumps that 
he sometimes appears to be 
shooting down at the basket. 

“I can't take too much credit 
for my abilities,” he says. "! was 
born, with them. I consider my- 
self incredibly lucky to be where I 
am. The Harlem Globetrotters 
generate happiness every day. 
Can you imagine a better way to 
make a living.?” 


The Harlem GJobetrottens will 
appear at the Royal Sports City in 
Amman on Thursday May 18. 


Costly sport draws mixed reactions 


Jordan Rally is postpone! 

By Rania Ataila j ~ ^ 

meat of the Jordan Interna- < n- -i _ r 

tional Car Rally, originally i-i. *; 

scheduled to take place in mid- - g- |mT r Wgc? -4 

May, has drawn mixed reac- T - v-' r A: rasLV I O fWIgarBffO 

Cions from the public and par- m ^c - ■ - “ T g ^ r .1 -*• 

tidpants alike. Some argue ^ 


TORONTO (R) — A Canadian 
Olympic official recalled Tuesday 
hbw she visited Ben Johnson in 
his hotel room in the early hours 
of September 27 last year to take 
away his gold medal. 

FCs coach Charlie Frauds was 
there, visibly upset, she told a 
Canadian inquiry into the use of 
drugs in sport. Johnson’s mother 
and sister were also present along 
with his doctor, George Mario 
(Jamie) Astaphan, and* wife. 

Carol Anne Letheren, head of 
the Canadian mission, told John- 
son she would have to expel him 
from the team and return bis gold 
medal to the Olympic committee. 

Over the next hour of discus- 
sions, Johnson said nothing. 

Then, Letheren heard a pained 
Astaphan ask Johnson: "Ben, did 
you take the pink pills?” 

Johnson did not reply. 

The pink pills, the inquiry has 
often heard, were Winstrol V, a 
veterinary drug containing the 


steroid stanozoloi. 

It has been established that 
Astaphan, who also treated many 
of the athletes under Francis, 
bought thousands of Winstrol V 
pills and other steroids from 
manufacturers. 

Stanozoloi was found in 
“grave” quantities in Johnson's 
urine tests at the Seoul Olympics. 
Johnson's record 100-metre 
sprint was annulled and he left 
South Korea in disgrace. 

Letheren testified that the Cana- 
dian delegation fought for John- 
son all the way, accepting assur- 
ances by him and Francis that he 
was a dean athlete, and produced 
evidence suggesting sabotage by a 
third party. 

She said the day after the first 
test and before the release of the 
second, Canadian officials inter- 
viewed many people and estab- 
_ tikbed a “reasonable doubt* that 
the test had been conducted in 
regulation conditions. 
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VS HOROSCOPE 

by Thomas Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Highter Institute 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

S'IMB Ttfbuna Madta Saretcae, Inc 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q.l— Neither vulnerable, as Sooth -rQ.4 — Both' 


you hold: 

*AJ7 984 0K54 *AQl093 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I 4> Pass 1 4 Pass 

j 

Whai do you bid now? 

Q.Z — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AJ7 984 <>K54 4AQ1093 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 A Pass 3 0 Pass 

j 

What do you bid now? 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AQJ 9762 OAQJT7 *853 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 


0.4 — Both vuhterable,-as South you 
hold: 

AQ762 9854 06 *K9872 

The bidding has proceeded; 

West North East South 

19 Dbl Pass ? 

What do yon bid now? 

Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

AAQJ5 7AJ93 <> Void *AK874 
Parmer opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AX« 9AI05 C-A98 4Q984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 * Pass 


What do you bid now? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


THi BITTER HALF 


Cap,"*, 

Co-fe» SfMMI *<c 


By Harris 


HAKpiS2 -25 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Sen- 
sual desires will be highlighted the 
next two days with mixed results. 
If things da not work out, hold on 
tightly and avoid change until 
details are thought out in a calm, 
objective manner. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A 
cerebral friend has more advice 
than you can use. Talk is cheap and 
could prove to be expensive. Deal 
with the situation — yourself! 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
When you don't feel talented give 
your creative projects the day off. 
Focus on romance, communications 
and future travel plans. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Forces are scattered, but others are 
mystified at the speed at which you 
become magnetic and pull every- 
thing together. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 21) Progress is made through 
hard work. Temper responses are 
fed by a “let’s throw everything 
away and start over" attitude. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) WorTy 
over finances occurs when your 
security is at stake. Rashness, 
waste and excesses are bitter pills, 
but are lessons in learning. 

VIRGO lAug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
■Have confidence as you for the 


top. Don't put all of your irons in 
one fire. Diversify your financial 
projects. 

■ LIBRA (SepL 23 to Oct. 22) Here 
you aiu waiting for the golden 
goose. Why not concentrate on be- 
ing productive and caring for your 
own needs? Don't depend on others. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Your devotion to another is kepi 
secret. Love is blooming. Retreat to 
a quiet spot and think things over. 
Stay on schedule. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You can be lulled into a day-by- 
day complacency that leads to 
boredom. Be certain to keep 
routines and fun projects active. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Be ready for future vacation plans. 
There is harmony at home. Avoid 
thinking about an irritation from 
the past. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Old pals can be stimulating end 
helpful. Turn on the charm for a 
visiting VIP. Financial projects 
move Song faster than expected. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Find 
a new format for your psychic and 
intuitive abilities. The immediate 
future is filled with Pi see an charm 
and lucky, social contacts. 


AMMAN — The postpone- 
ment of the Jordan Interna- 
tional Car Rally, originally 
scheduled to take place in mid- 
May, has drawn mixed reac- 
tions from the public and par- 
ticipants alike. Some argue 
that the event is an unneces- 
sary activity that should not 
have been scheduled in the 
first place, and others, mostly 
rally enthusiasts, express con- 
cern that the decision would 
adversely affect Jordan’s bid 
to secure a slot in the world 
rally championship series. 

Analysts and observers believe 
the decision to postpone the three- 
day interna tional event was taken 
in view of the mid-April disturb- 
ances that hit some parts of the 
Kingdom, roost notably the south, 
where riots were sparked by eco- 
nomic austerity measures intro- 
duced in the wake of an agree- 
ment signed with the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Formally announcing the ded-. 
sion. Royal Automobile Club of 
^Jordan fRACj) Director Derek 
Ledger said Wednesday that "un- 
favourable circumstances** were 
behind the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the three-day evenL 

"The international rally has 
been postponed for a while due to 
the unfavourable circumstances 
and situation we have at the mo- 
ment,” he told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday. 

Most of the would-be partici- 
pants of the rally believe the 
derision to postpone the event,, 
which is criticised by some as an 




Racing across the desert: the RACJ’s decision 
to cancel this year's International Jordan 
Rally was taken in the light of “unfavourable 


ft* ' 


circumstances,' according to 
Derek Ledger. 


: recto: - Mr. 


"expensive sport,” was a wise 
one. 

"We ail know that we are 
exercising an expensive sport,” 
said rally co-driver Ali Bilbesi. “I 
would have fell odd, knowing that 
while rallying, we are in a differ 
rent world from that which sur- 
rounds us... for although things 
are now Q.K. in Jordan, the 
prices of food are still high and the 
problems (which sparked the 
riots) have not disappeared.** 

This month’s rally would have 
taken participants as far south as 
the city of Petra, some 30 
kilometres from Ma’an where last 
month's riots started. 

Former Jordanian champion 
Hani Bisharat, who planned to 
participate in the event, lauded 
the decision to postpone the rally, 
even though he said he had a good- 
chance of performing wed in the 
Toyota Cetica Turbo he planned to 
drive. 

Most of the participants inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times 
raised concern that the decision (o 
postpone the rally would adverse- 


ly affect Jordan's chances or hold- 
ing a world rally championship in 
the future. 

"The postponement may risk 
us loosing our stature with 
FISA... they do not like it if we 
cannot stick to a schedule... but 
we are still hopeful that we would 
go ahead and do It.” in the not too 
distant future, he said. 

Affording to Ledger however, 
the postponement of the rally will 
not afreet Jordan's bid to bold a 
world championship event be- 
cause the decision did not come as 
a result of the lack of preparation 
among the organisers but as a 
result of circumstances which he 
described as “beyond anyone’s 
control.*’ 

During last year's international 
rally, a number of observers from 
the Federation International de 
Sport Automobile (FISA I com- 
mended the rally organisers for an 
"absolutely first class event,** 
-which they said would score high 
on Jordan's application to host 
worid rally championships in the 
future. 


By Ledger's cstrV. .U- r.. ..■■■ 
three-day inter:,,;. ■ r.iiy, 
sponsored by Rv-:±mr r ■. , . 
have brought tbc country JD 
250,000 in income from inrei^n 
teams, journalists an- -Isiror-:. 
Expenses for the -a!’;.. idrl. 
would have araouc. c ' :: > 

25,000, to be covered ~..:c is.- -y 
Rothmans and the RAC*. 

To an independent rally obser- 
ver who has "mixed feelings'* 
about bolding such events in the 
Kingdom, the rally is a total 
"disruption of Jordan's fragile 
environment.’* 

Rallying in Jordan, in his view, 
is a rich man’s sport, practised by 
a tiny elite from the capital- 
people who have little contact with 
the countryside. 

"They (the participants) roar 
through the villages as though 
they are foreigners,” be said: 
"This implicates and fosters the 
wrong kind of values for a pastor- 
al society' like ours.” 

Still, he said, it is exciting to see 
so many youngsters turned on by 
such an event. 



FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MAY 5; 1989 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Avoid overbearing and pushy ap- 
proaches and instead enlist the 
cooperation of others. Be tactful 
ana kind toward those who want to 
throw in the towel. Frustration will 
ease tomorrow. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You 
dream about falling In love, and you 
have a knack for making dreams 
come true. Keep your forces 
gathered together. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Y ou feel determined to ha ve it your 
own way. Being overly confidence 
can lead you down a blind alley. 
Analyze new opportunities. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 2!) 
This day may have the blahs. Con- 
centrate on contracts, legal matters 
Hnd literary interests. Don’t com- 
plain — do something different. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) it Is not how much you 
have, but how much you enjoy 
what you do have. You may be 
overlooking the qualities of life. - 
LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Someone 
wants to sell you something that 
you don’t need. Move ahead with a 
rewarding home project. Enjoy 
time with siblings and their friends. 
vmnniA.. -w i. c i <vti a — 


one of those days when it is almost 
impossible to stay on schedule. 
Hold onto your practical nature. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Ort. 22) 
Gather your forces and be sure of 
the facts. Don't insist on having 
your own way if you don't want to 
be disappointed. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 lo Nov. 21) 
That special meeting will turn out 
okay. You could torment yourself 
with doubt and worry. Stick to your 
view and know that you are right. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Decide an important money 
issue. Be available for young fam- 
ily members who need help and 
attention. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Ask and you shall receive — and 
soon I A positive cycle runs through 
the next few days. Concentrate on 
partners, plana and new ideas, 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Be wary of a dose cohort who bends 
the truth to fit his own purposes. 
Don't believe everything you hear, 
and avoid risky schemes. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 lo Mar. 20) The 
plot thickens — good, clean, roman- 
tic intrigue — and you love it. 
Single, or attached, plan a roman - 


Australian captures gold at Shanghai 

BELffNG ( AP) — Australia's Julie Pugh broke a Chinese lock on 
gold medals at a Shanghai swim meet by winning the women’s 
200-metre freestyle, China’s official news agency said Wednes- 
day. In the second day of competition Tuesday, Pugh was clocked 
in 2 minutes. 3.85 seconds to edge Sun Chunli of China, who 
finished second in 2:04.30. the Xinhua News Agency said. 
Chinese swimmers won all nine other events in the first two days 
of competition. About 300 swimmers from Australia, Hong 
Kong, Japan, Singapore, Thailand and China are taking pan in 
the six-day meet. 

Nicol gets nod 

LONDON (AP) — Steve Nicol of Liverpool was named 
England’s soccer player of the year by the Football Writers' 
Association Tuesday.* The 27-year-old, who has played four 
positions in midfield and on the back line this seasoo. beat 
Manchester Unired captain Bryan Robson and Derby goalie Peter 
Shilton for the honors. Vote totals were not released. Nicol was 
the fourth Liverpool player to win the award in six years, 
following two-time winner Kenny Dalglish. Ian Rush and John 
Barnes. 

Connors crashes out of Munich 

MUNICH (R) — American number two seed Jimmy Connors 
crashed out of the $205,000 Munich men's tennis tournament 
Tuesday, swept aside in his opening match by Argentine 
clay-court specialist Martin Jaite. Jaite, 25, ranked 66th in the 
world, took just 88 minustes to dispose of the 36-year-old 
American in a easy 6-4, 6-1 second-round victory. The defeat was 
a blow to Connors hopes of match practice on clay courts ahead 
of the French Open at the end of the month. He also lost his 


opening match in the Monte Carlo Open last week. But Connors, 
who has played very litte tennis on the slower surface in the past 
two years, was not depressed by the defeat. "1 gave my best and 
that was all I could do today." he said. 

Evert puds out of Italian Open 

MIAMI (R) — Chris Evert has pulled out of next week's Italian 
Open tennis championships because she is exhausted,’ the 
Women’s International Tennis Association (WITA) announced 
Tuesday. I've played six of the last eight weeks and feel physically 
exhausted,*’ Evert said in a statement released by WITA. 


The National Music Conservatory/ 

Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
and 

The British Council 
presents 

Wissam BOUSTANY, flute 
Nigel CLAYTON, piano 

in concert 

at The Royal Cultural Centre 

Monday . May 15, 1989 at 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets available al: 

The British Council. Tel: t3®‘-7 
The Royal Cultural Centei To- Zi- 
The National Music Csrser-.-atc-.- T*,: 
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jA victim of the tornado that hit Bangladesh last week feeds he injured child in front of his wrecked 
home. 



shis face 



DHAKA { AP) — Parts of central 
Bangladesh that were devastated 
by a' torn-ido last week now are 
threatened by an outbreak of 
diarrhoea, officials and relief 
workers said Tuesday. 


Res rise workers speaking on 
:r ..n ; ;R ,V;\rnity suit] 50 
rc-T-.'e -Acre treated for diarrhoea 
Tuesday. Earlier 100 people, 
mostly children, reported attacks 
of diarrhoea, apparently spread 
by contaminated drinking water, 
they v.:id. 

decomposing carcasses have 
polluted pools and ponds and an 
outbreak of diarrhoea and 
cholera was likely, said Moham- 
mad Nasim. a voluntary relief 


werser. 


The Health Ministry said it had 
taken emergency steps to prevent 
an epidemic. 

A ministry announcement said 
10 medical teams carrying water 
purifying tablets and medicines 


have been sent to the villages in 
Mankiganj district that were hit 
by the tornado Wednesday. 

Officials at the tornado conrroi 
room in Manikganj said the death 
toll in the storm reached 814 
Tuesday after rescuers found five 
more bodies and eight people 
died in hospitals. 

Residents at Manikganj, 40 
kilometres northwest of Dhaka, 
however said more than 1,000 
people died in the calamity, as 
400 persons listed missing were 
believed killed. 

At least 12.000 people were 
injured and 13.000 left homeless 
after the tornado, whirling at 160 
kilometres per hour, tore through 
at least 20 villages. 

Many of the survivors are still 
living in the open without adequ- 
ate food, medicine and drinking 
water, rescue officials said. 

Most villagers in Bangladesh 
depend for drinking water on 


rivers and ponds, unreliable 
sources in country where the cli- 
mate alternates between flood 
and drought. 

Summer floods last year left 
four-fifths of the country under 
water and killed at least 1,400 
people. In November, cyclones 
claimed another 1.100 lives. 

The country is currently ex- 
periencing a two-month-old 
drought that threatens to destroy 
half the 5.6 million-ton spring 
crop in the field. Agriculture 
Ministry officials said. 

Bangladesh's agriculture, 
almost entirely dependent on 
rain, is the main occupation of 
the nation’s 110 million people. 

Last week’s tornado was 
accompanied by rainfall, but 
Agriculture Ministry officials said 
more rain was need to save the 
crop, mostly rice. 

Bangladesh, one of the world's 
poorest countries, has and annual 
per capita income of $160. 
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emphasise social 
women issue 


LARNACA (API — A group of 
27 Anglican primates have called 
for "social justice” to be applied 
in political conflicts and sidelined 
a controversy over women 
bishops which threatens to split 
the church’s 70-million faithful 
worldwide. 

A communique summarising a 
week meetings by the 
arcfcivlv.ps in this tourist resort 
sir.gicJ pul the Palestinian upris- 
ing. Lebanon. Sv*utb Africa and 
several other international issues 
as “urgent and immediate mat- 
ters which cry out for compassion 
and action.” 


that deflected attention from the 
divisive issue of women bishops. 

The risk of a split in the church 
deepened following February’s 
'elevation of Barbara Harris. 58, as 
suffragan (assistant) bishop by 
the U.S. Episcopalian Church, 
making her the first woman 
bishop in Christian history. 


The Anglican primates called 
upon "all people and especially 
those in authority to make every 
effort to alleviate the sufferings of 
God’:-, children in every land." 

.'mp ha*: is on "social ius- 
::ci ' c^n:.:- in a separate four- 
pace smtimeni entitled "Angli- 
can primates statement on social 
justice i>i.ues." that made de- 
tailed references to matters consi- 
dered “urgent and immediate.” 
The stress reflected public 
statements by Archbishop De- 
smond Tutu of southern Africa 
and other Third World prelates 


"We are concerned that we do 
not become obsessed with eccle- 
siastical tinkering while there are 
major crises in so many parts of 
the world to be taken into 
account.” Tutu told a news con- 
ference Monday. 

‘Unity in diversity 1 ' 

On the women bishops issue, 
rhe conference adopted a special 
report proposing that conflicting 
views of member churches should 
be accepted, and called this "uni- 
ty in diversity.” 

The prelates were all agreed, 
however, in their demands for 
action to redress suffering caused 
by political issues. 

"We are deeply conscious that 
we meet as primates of the Angli- 
can communion on the divided 
island of Cyprus and at the centre 
of many deep-seated conflicts in 


the Middle East,” Archbishop 
Robert Runcie of Canterbury, 
the leading Anglican primate, 
said Wednesday. 

On the 17-month Palestinian 
uprising the communique said the 
prelates join the Christian chur- 
ches in Jerusalem “in denouncing 
Israel's handling of the Palesti- 
nian uprising in occupied Arab 
areas.” 

On Lebanon, where fierce 
fighting has raged for eight 
weeks, the communique said “we 
grieve with the people of Beirut 
in their hour of trial. 

“Even in a nation in which 
violence has come to be an every- 
day occurence, the recent fighting 
is particularly brutal and 
shocking." 

The communique called "upon 
all the parties involved in the 
present fighting — particularly 
outside powers — to cease and 
desist, committing their energies 
to the search for a just and 
equitable peace." 

The communique also called 
“on all states with influence to 
use their good offices to secure 
the release of all hostages of 
whatever nationality.” 


Peking appeals for stability 
as students vote to march 


PEKING (R) — Chinese Communist Party leader 
Zhao Ziyang appealed for stability Wednesday as 
defiant students voted to stage another mass demon- 
stration for democratic reforms. 


Their protest, planned for 
Thursday, would coincide with 
the opening of the Asian De- 
velopment Bank (ADB) annual 
meeting in Peking to be attended 
by more than 2,000 dignitaries. 

Gty authorities announced 
that central Tiananmen Square 
would be closed to pedestrians 
for 11 hours while bankers and 
finance ministers met in the 
Great Hall of die People. 

Chinese president Yang Shang- 
kun will address the opening 
ceremony, which coincides with 
the 70th anniversary of the May 4 
protest when intellectuals and 
students took to the streets of 
Peking to demand modernisation 
and democracy. 

Tens of thousands of students 


joined by supportive onlookers 
brought the capital to a standstill 
last Thursday in China's biggest 
protest since the 1949 revolution. 

Making his first public speech 
since the unrest began nearly 
three weeks ago, Zhao told a 
party youth meeting that China 
could not afford chaos. 

“If you losq stability, nothing 
will be achieved... a very hopeful 
China with a bright future would 
become a hopeless, chaotic Chi- 
na," Zhao said. 

"The whole party, all people 
and youth should be struggling 
against chaos to preserve our 
hard-earned peace and stability,” 
Zhao said in a speech broadcast 
on radio and television. 

“Haven’t we had enough of 


social turmoil?” Zhao asked rhe- 
torically, noting that since 1840 
China had enjoyed only about 20 
years of stability. 

He stressed that the Commun- 
ist Party with its 45 milli on mem- 
bers was crucial to the success of 
China’s open-door policy and 
shared the ideals of China’s 
youth. 

But as he spoke, student lead- 
ers meeting at a Peking Universi- 
ty campus voted to stage a fresh 
protest after the govrmnent re- 
fused to hold talks with their 
independent union which it re- 
gards as illegal. 

“Tomorrow is a people’s holi- 
day, a new period in the history 
of Chinese people's democracy," 
Wuerkaud, chairman of the new 
union, told 500 cheering students 
after the vote. 

The student leaders declined to 
reveal where or what time the 
demonstration would take place. 


Diplomats doubted they would 
confront police during the ADB 
meeting. Hie largest international 
financial gathering in Peking 
since the communists came to 
power in 1949. 

Government spokesman Yuan 
Mu used the first official news 
conference- since, the campus pro- 
tests began to appeal to students 
to return to classes 


“I hope that tomorrow there 
will be no mass demonstration 
but maybe my hopes will not 
come true," Yuan said. He urged 
the students not to disrupt the 
ADB meeting. 

On Tuesday, between 6,000 
and 10,000 students demons- 
trated in Shanghai, China's big- 
gest city, and residents said they 
expected more protests 
Thursday. 

“My students are beginning to 
breath fire,” said one foreign 
teacher. 


Six troopers killed in 
Pusan university violence 


SEOUL ( AP) — Six riot troopers 
were killed and 10 critically in- 
jured when they were set on fire 
by radical students Wednesday 
while trying to rescue five police 
officers being held hostage at a 
college, police said. 

Police officials, who declined 
to be named, said the troopers 
were killed in a dawn raid on 
Dongui University in the southm 
port of Pusan as they attempted 
to break into a room on the 
seventh floor of the school library 
to free the hostages. 

Radical students set fire to a 
barricade drenched in paint thin- 
ner as the troopers were climbing 
over it, police said. Several of the 
officers, wrapped in flames, 
leaped out of windows, while 
others were burned or choked to 


death by smoke, they said. 

Police officials said more of the 
injured riot troopers were ex- 
pected to die. One student was 
critically injured and about 10 
troopers and students received 
minor wounds, officials said. 

All of the hostages later were 
released unharmed after profes- 
sors pleaded with students to free 
the officers, police said. Police 
said they arrested 88 students and 
were questioning them. • 
President Rob Tae-Woo and 
top ministers condemned the inci- 
dent at an emergency meeting 
and warned they would crack 
down on radical students and 
dissidents to halt a wave of vio- 
lent protests that have bit South 
Korea in recent weeks. 

“Radical student demonstra- 


tions have reached the stage of 
armed struggle in which murder 
and arson are committed to 
achieve their goal of revolution." 
the government said in a state- 
ment. 

Roh was scheduled to go on 
national television Wednesday 
night to announce new measures 
to try to halt violent protests. 

Opposition parties also de- 
nounced the deaths Wednesday 
and called for an end to political 
violence. 

Hundreds of radical students 
calling for the overthrow of Roh 
battled riot police around at least 
two campuses Wednesday in 
Seoul. Protesters cheered at 
Sungkyunkwan University when 
several troopers were set ablaze 
by firebombs. 


Sihanouk sets conditions 
to return to Cambodia 


JAKARTA (AP — If the total 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Cambodia is independently 
confirmed and the constitution 
rewritten to his satisfaction. 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk said 
Wednesday he would go back to 
his homeland as head of state. 

Sihanouk said he expected to 
decide by October or November 
whether to return to hold power 
somewhere between that wielded 
by the queen of England and the 
president of France. 

“I would like to be between the 
the two. Buddhism tells us the 
middle way is best," he told a 
news conference on the second 
day of Cambodian peace talks 
here. 

But first an international con- 
trol commission, to be named at a 
conference in Paris July 24-25, 
must make sure the Vietnamese 


withdrawal is genuine. Sihanouk 
said. Hanoi has promised to pul] 
out its remaining troops by the 
end of September. 

His other demands include a 
four-party interim government in 
Phnom Penh until elections can 
be held, and constitutional 
guarantees 

The proposed government of 
Premier Hun Sen, Sihanouk's 
non-communist followers, anti- 
communists from former Premier 
Son Sann's Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front and 
the communist Khmer Rouge. 

The Khmer Rouge is not repre- 
sented at the peace talks. Siha- 
nouk said no support could be 
expected from them for whatever 
was agreed upon in Jakarta and 
the interim government might 
function with only the other three 
groups. 


"The Khmer Rouge will reject 
everything because they are in- 
terested in the continuation of the 
war.” he said. 

The Khmer Rouge are accused 
of killing hundreds of thousands 
between 1975, when they seized 
power, and late 1978, when Viet- 
nam intervened. Hun Sen, Siha- 
nouk and their allies insist that 
Pol Pot and other leaders of the 
original “genocidal clique” be 
barred from any future govern- 
ment. 

“The Khmer Rouge have no 
chance. They continue to violate 
human rights. They attack other 
members of our coalition. ...I 
think they may be planning an 
attack on Hun Sen’s army and my 
army,” Sihanouk said. 

He quoted Hun Sen as saying, 
“Let the Khmer Rouge stay in 
the jungle.” 



Rond Lubbers 


Lubbers 


resignation 


THE HAGUE (R) — Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers offered the 
resignation of his centre-right 
cabinet to Queen Beatrix 
Wednesday after a row over the 
cost of a Dutch environmental 
cleanup plan. 

A government spokesman said 
Lubbers was received by the 
queen for an early morning audi- 
ence after the row with his Liber- 
al Party junior coalition partners 
toppled his government Tuesday 
night. 


Lubbers, a Christian Demo- 
crat, told parliament he would 
resign over the clash on how to 
fund a plan to cut pollution by 70 
per cent by the year 2010. 

Lubbers refused to talk to re- 
porters as be left the palace. He 
drove to the airport for a trip to 
Bonn, where he will meet Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl and other 
cabinet ministers for talks on 
short-range nuclear missiles. 


When Lubbers' limousine pul- 
led away, a bystander yanked 
open the unlocked door of the car 
and jumped in. He was im- 
mediately seized by police. His 
motives were unclear. 


North jury — not exactly of his peers — takes its time 


WASHINGTON (R> — Behind 
locked doors and a blue velvet 
rope, a dozen average citizens of* 
the nation's capital are taking 
their time in deciding the fate of 
Oliver North. 

A cashier, two typists, two 
secretaries, a retired bus driver, a 
copier operator, an unemployed 
security guard and four others 
have been blockaded for 10 days 
in and around courtroom six. 
where they heard eight weeks of 
testimony about the fired White 
House aide prosecutors claim 
masterminded the Iran-contra 
plan. 

They have been cut off from 
public contact since being seques- 
tered April 21. They stay in a 
hotel, whose location has been 
kept secret. They are forbidden 


to see their families except in the 
presence of a court marshal. 

For this panel, the prohibition 
against reading newspapers and 
watching television news broad- 
casts is probably no hardship — 
all denied familiarity with North 
and the Iran-contra affair before 
being sworn in — but even their 
television programmes are pre- 
viewed and censored by marshals 
to avoid even a hint of tainting. 

A two-part television drama of 
North, “Guts and Glory”, was 
strictly off limits. 

The jurors enter the court- 
house by van and start the morning 
with juice and coffee across from 
the jury room. The few notes 
they have sent to the judge reflect 
a focus on routine, not surprising 
for a jury headed by a 34-year-old 


hospital secretary. 

“May we please have more 
yellow pads (12), and if possible 
some rubber bands,” jury fore- 
man Denise Anderson wrote 
April 24. “Thank you so much for 
your assistance with supplies. We 
will always lake lunch at 12:00 
noon for one hour from the time 
lunch is delivered.” 

Judge Gerhard GeseU, a no- 
nonsense jurist of 78 who does 
not suffer lawyers' foibles gladly, 
has gone out of his way to ensure 
the jurrors' comfort, right down 
to the green leather chairs they 
sat on. When one juior com- 
plained of illness, a nurse was 
called. When one juror’s aunt 
died, Geseli called a recess so she 
could attend the funeral. 

Legally a jury of North’s peers. 


the nine-woman, three-man 
panel is in practical terms quite 
different from the man whose 
fate they will decide. 

The defendant is white, physi- 
cally fit and cuts an imposingly 
martial figure even in his stan- 
dard-issue dark suits. 

The jurors are all black, re- 
flecting Washington's predomi- 
nantly black population. They 
have tended toward colds and 
coughs during the proceedings 
and no fashion magazine would 
feature any of them on its cover. 

With one exception — a stat- 
istician — none of the jurors has 
any higher education, as con- 
trasted with North, a graduate of 
the naval academy at Annapolis 
and the U.S. War College in 
Rhode Island. 



roup clashes with West German bureaucracy 


By Thalia Griffiths 
Reuter 


SONN — Former Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt once said that 
life in West Germany was get- 
ting so complicated he could 
no longer understand his water 
bill. 


each time they move house, 
figuring out official forms and 
finding their way through the 
mass of paragraph numbers 
that makes up the legal system. 


This is no surprise in a coun- 
try where the word for water 
company is “ trinkwasserver - 
sorgungsuntemehmen ” (Ifter- 
•iMy “dri-iking water supplv en- 


“Jt’s a big problem, ranging 
from official documents that 
people can’t read and forms 
they don’t understand, to laws 
that even experts find too diffi- 
cult,” Gabriele Brock told 
Reuters in an interview. 

She is administrator for the 
Society for the Promotion of 
’ *v“! (GFEL 


are occupied by the imposing- 
ly-named General Association 
for Insurance Finance and the 
Medical and Social Service for 
Higher Federal Officials (Area 
III). 

They sound even less invit- 
ing in German. One of the 
language’s best-known traits — 
combining several words into 
one long one — is perfect for 
bureaucracy. 

Get a phone installed and 
you are already a fermnef-» 
deteiinehmer (telecom munica- 

rion^ -r*:* loan!). 


vr-. ivinv 


pressure group is waging war 
on the country’s all-pervading 
officialdom. 

Most West Germans are res- 
igned to registering and “de- 
registering” with the police 


iu sunpiuymg. 


The GFE does not have to 
look far for something to do. 
Adjoining offices in its Bonn 
government quarter building 


.: . . . ur .2 you can. 

call on the might of the “Bun- 
desverband der Dienstleistung- 
suntemehmen fuer VerpBe- 
gungssysteme ” (Federal Asso- 
ciation of Service Enterprises 
for Catering Systems) to look 


after your interests. 

“What we are after is simpli- 
fication, for the law not to 
regulate everything into the 
smallest details, more chance 
for the individual to make his 
own decisions," Brock said. 

“We are up against a huge 
task. Something that has taken 
decades to develop cannot be 
abolished overnight." 

Germans in any case are 
great believers in order in pub- 
lic life. Pedestrians wait obe- 
diently for a green crossing 
signal even if no car is in sight. 
The impatient risk at best dis- 
approving looks, at worst a 


fine. 


Dealing with officialdom 
causes particular problems for 
the increasing number of fore- 
igners in West Germany, many 
of them asylum-seekers from 


Poland, Yugoslavia and the 
Soviet Union. 

“They have their own diffi- 
culties, especially with the lan- 
guage, but I do not think it is 
specifically a problem for fore- 
igners," Brock said. “It is a 
problem for everyone." 

'Simplification mafia 1 

The GFE was founded in 
1982 by a group of lawyers, 
politicians and civil servants 
who became known in Bonn as 
the ** vereinfachungsmafia “ 
(simplification mafia). 

When Helmut Kohl became 
chancellor, he made it one of 
his priorities to make life a 
little simpler for the ordinary 
form-filling West German. 

He set up a parliamentary 
commission on which the GFE 
is represented and which aims 


to make West German law a 
little more user-friendly. 

Realising the right official 
can be hard to get hold of, 
several regional state and city 
authorities have introduced 
public hotlines to speed 
queries to the right officials. 

Bonn’s “environment line” 
tells callers where to dump 
their old motor oil or advises 
on products for the house and 
garden that will not harm the 
environment. 

Some offices have re- 
sponded to public frustration 
with their 8 a.m. to noon open- 
ing hours by introducing a so- 
called "service evening" once a 
week so that people who are 
normally at their own jobs can 
have access to them. 

A GFE questionnaire sent to 
all state governments asking 



which federal laws were parti- 
cularly awkward, time-con- 
suming or labour-intensive to 
enforce received a reply from 
Lower Saxony listing over 60. 

So far the group has been 
simplification of pension rules 
and building and heredity laws. 
The parliamentary commission 
is preparing its third set of 
measures to dear up problems 
in the legal system. 

A linguistics expert from the 
German Language Society has 
been seconded to the Bonn 
parliament to simplify the lan- 
guage in which laws are 

Brock proudly quoted one of 
her more notable victories, the 
changing of the phrase: “as 
consideration must be given to 
the aspect of water economy,” 
to: “as water must be saved." 



A finger for 
a rape attempt 



LOS ANGELES (R) — \ 
re an immigrant suspected 
attempted rape was arrested al 
trying to present the victim n 
part of his little finger as 
expression of his remorse, pol 
said Tuesday. Yoon Yoon, ■ 
asked to meet the victim al 
fast-food restaurant iu if 
Angeles Monday night, saving) 
was sorry for attempting to^ 
her last month and warned to g 
her a present, police said. Af 
the woman pointed Yoon out 
the restaurant, police arrest 
him and seized some letters aiu 
gift-wrapped box containing p 
of his little finger. “By doing th 
he wanted to save face. That w 
what was indicated in the k 
ters.” sergeant Alex Salazar sai 
The ritualistic severing of parts ■ 
fingers is common in some Asij 
secret societies. 1 


Mother charged 
for son’s rape 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Tb 
mother of a reputed gang mea 
ber suspected in the rape of' 
12-year-old girli the first paret 
to be charged under a new anti 
gang law in California, a prosecq 
tor said. Gloria Williams. 37, wa 
accused Friday of failing to supei 
vise her 14-year-old son. So 
faces a maximum sentence ofj 
year in jail under the street let 
rorisra act which makes parent 
responsible for the criminal act! 
of their children. “There is evi 
dence not only of a wilful lack c 
parental control on William! 
part, but that she was activeh 
involved in her son's gang.” Loj 
Angeles city attorney Jamei 
Hahn said. According to the pin 
secutor, police who searched Wiij 
hams’ home found gang graffiti it 
her son's bedroom and a photo! 
graph in a family album of tbi 
Boy holding a rifle. Williams, i 
resident of gang-plagued sooth 
central Los Angeles, was 
photographed with gang mem! 
bers. Her 19-year-old daugbtej 
was shown smiling as she pointed 
a semiautomatic pistol at tbi 
head of a youth. Hahn said. Tbj 
son has been detainied as a ms 
pect in the gang rape of a J2-yeaij 
old girl who is alleged to hafj 
been sexually assaulted over i 
period of four days. The streej 
terrorism act passed by Califomb 
legislators last year indudes s 
package of laws aimed at combat 
ting gang activity. Police estimate 
there are 60,000 gang members in 
the Los Angeles area. 


Convict named 
honorary president * 


LONDON (R) — Students at the 
London School of Economic 
voted to keep the killer of a 
policeman as their honorary pres- 
ident Tuesday. Winston Silcott: 
serving a life sentence, was 
elected to the post last week b) 
student supporters of a campaigr 
to prove he was wrongly con- 
victed of murdering constable 
Keith Blakelock. The students 
decision provoked a wave of pub- 
lic anger. Blakelock was lamest 
beheaded by a machete during a 
riot at the London housing esttK 
of Broadwater farm in 1985. hi 
return of the election, student! 
voted by 530 to 305 for Silieoirt 
removal but the ballot failed fc 
achieve the two-thirds majorit) 
needed to unseat him. Silicon 
election was condemned as ''tfc' 
spicable and shameful” b) 
Education Minister Kenned 
Baker and by spokesmen for tM 
opposition Labour Party. Coni 
servative Member of Parliament 
Tony Marlow urged the in trout ■ 
lion of rules governing “the men- 
tal age as well as the physical age 
for acceptability for higher educ* 
tion.” The London School w 
Economics was at the centre 4 
British student unrest in the 1SW 
and- some students saio 
they feared Silcott’s efecW 
would dent its restored reput* 
tion. 
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